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NORTH STAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. MISSION STATEMENT
To improve the lives of our member-owners by providing reliable electric energy services  
while maintaining the very highest standards of performance and member satisfaction.

2023 North Star Electric Cooperative  
Knowledge Scholarship winners!

Trygg Hemstad 
International Falls High School

$1,000 scholarship

Kourtney Talley 
International Falls High School

$500 scholarship

Benjamin Berthiaume 
Indus High School

$500 scholarship

North Star Electric Cooperative would like to thank the students who took the time to 
study and take the Knowledge Scholarship test, which was about North Star Electric 
Cooperative and rural electric cooperatives. This year we had 29 students take the 
test between five schools. These scholarships were made possible from funding of 
unclaimed capital credits. Congratulations to the 2023 scholarship winners!

Ayden Gustafson 
Warroad High School
$500 scholarship

Lillian Smith 
Lake of the Woods High School

$500 scholarship
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Answer Key: 1) cords  2) frayed  3) alarms  4) trip  5) heaters  6) water 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY WORD 
SCRAMBLE 
Electricity is essential for our daily lives, but it 
can also be dangerous if you don’t play it safe! 

Read the safety tips below and unscramble 
the bolded text to complete the phrase. Use 
the answer key to double check your work. 

1. Never place extension rdsoc under rugs or carpet. 

2. Make sure electrical cords are not yrafde or broken. 

3. Smoke maalsr should be tested every month. 

4. Place electrical cords in areas where you won’t itpr 
on them.

5. Keep flammable items at least 3 feet away from 
space shetear.

6. Electricity and rwtea never mix.

Answer Key: 1) cords  2) frayed  3) alarms  4) trip  5) heaters  6) water 
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the answer key to double check your work. 
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ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY WORD 
SCRAMBLE 
Electricity is essential for our daily lives, but it 
can also be dangerous if you don’t play it safe! 

Read the safety tips below and unscramble 
the bolded text to complete the phrase. Use 
the answer key to double check your work. 

1. Never place extension rdsoc under rugs or carpet. 

2. Make sure electrical cords are not yrafde or broken. 

3. Smoke maalsr should be tested every month. 

4. Place electrical cords in areas where you won’t itpr 
on them.

5. Keep flammable items at least 3 feet away from 
space shetear.

6. Electricity and rwtea never mix.

MAY IS ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE BOARDROOM
These are the highlights from the 
March 1, 2023, regular board meeting. 
All board members were in attendance. 
In addition to routine actions, the 
board voted to approve the new 
cellphone stipend policy and to accept 
the 2022 annual cogeneration filings 
and reports.

Staff reports included the safety report, 
the monthly financial report, the capital 
credit allocation of 2022 operating 
margins, the Minnkota patronage 
allocation, the workers’ compensation 
audit, past CoBank Sharing Success 
grant donations, new services, 
retired services, pole changeouts, 
FEMA recovery plans, the new work 
plan progress, bidding for summer 
contracted work, outages, dual heat 
control, ripple receiver inspections and 
repairs, off-peak installations, member 
interest in distributed generation, 
water heater sales, rebates, the recent 
Minnkota outage, upcoming meetings 
and Generlink meter mounted transfer 
switches.

Chad Knutson, Senior Safety and Loss 
Prevention Consultant from Federated 

Rural Electric Insurance Exchange, 
was a guest at the meeting (664-
30-022-07, Galina Klimenchuk). 
He discussed his role involving 
the cooperative’s safety and loss 
prevention program.

Detailed minutes are available 
at the cooperative for member 
review. Regular board meetings 
are generally held the first 
Wednesday of every month. 
If you wish to speak with the 
board or have an item that you 
would like to have placed on the 
agenda, please contact the co-op 
at least two weeks in advance to 
be included on the agenda.

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

President 
Steve Arnesen

Vice President 
Michael Hanson

Secretary-
Treasurer 

Lorraine Nygaard

Directors 
Shelley Spears 
Randy Bergan 

Tom Smith 
Douglas King

Interim
General Manager 

Kevin Holen

LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING?
Past issues of the Enlightener are  
on our website at 
www.northstarelectric.coop

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked 
and helps protect you from injury and expense. 
Safe digging is no accident.

DIGGING SOON?

ALWAYS CALL BEFORE YOU DIG: 811 or 800-252-1166. 
VISIT WWW.CALL811.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

 ENERGY EFFICIENCY: TIP OF THE MONTH

The location of your thermostat can impact your HVAC system's 
ability to maintain an ideal indoor temperature. For maximum 
accuracy, thermostats should be placed in the center of the 
home, away from air vents, plumbing pipes and exterior doors 
(251-21-009-08, Dawn Ney). Avoid placing items like lamps and 
televisions near your thermostat, which can cause the HVAC to 
run longer than necessary. Avoid installing thermostats in rooms 
that tend to feel warmer or colder than the rest of the home.

The deadline to submit Operation Round 
Up® grant applications is May 31. Community 
organizations may apply for a grant by 
completing and returning an application 
form. Forms are available on North Star’s 
website. Grants will be awarded to nonprofit 
or community-based organizations that 
demonstrate a commitment to enhancing 
the quality of life in our region. We would 
like to say THANK YOU to all the North 
Star members who are participating in the 
Operation Round Up program.

Operation Round  
Up® application 
deadline is May 31
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ADRIAN
SIMONSEN, JOE

AKELEY
MUELLER, GREGORY

ALDEN
SPRINGSTEEL, RICHARD

ALEXANDRIA
RURAL CELLULAR CORP
SEVERSON, JANET
WOLFE, DUANE F.

ANDOVER
SHOEMAKER, MARK A.

ARGYLE
PAGNAC, DUANE

AUSTIN
EKEDAL, KENNETH
FISHER, JAMES
KNEESKERN, KENNETH

BAUDETTE
AERY, ELDON E.
ANDERSON, JASON D.
BAKER, LEWIS E.
BELL, ESTHER (EST.)
BLAIR, FRED (EST.)
BOLSTAD, KRISTINE
BOWMAN, LOUISE
BROGAN, GARRET
BROOKOVER, ALBERT E.
BURWELL, JOE V. (EST.)
CARLIN, BRIAN
COMPTON, PETER
CORNELL, CLARENCE (EST.)
CUETO, JESSE
CYR, DAVID
DALE, JAMES T.
DAVIS, STUART J.
EARL, THAD (EST.)
EDIGER, NOWELL
FISCHER, BETTY T.
FOLEY, MARK
FUNK, RUSSELL W.
GENDE, JOSEPH F.
GENEREAU, HARRY
HALL, HOWARD
HASKIN, STEVEN
HERBOLD, JOE
HESS, DON
HEWITT, DON
HILL, ARNOLD D.
HOFFMAN, FRANK J.
HOVLAND, ROBERT
HUD
INFELD, EARL (EST.)
JERIKOVSKY, KELLY
JOHNSON, MILDRED
JOHNSON, PATRICIA M.
KEYSER, ROSCOE
KLAMM, LEONARD W.

KLOPP, JIM
KNUDSON, ROGER
LA DEL BO ESTATES
LALLI, MAT
LINDSTROM, ROGER (EST.)
LYLE, RICHARD
MAGNAN, EUGENE
MAST, SHERRY
MAXWELL, GERALD
MCCABE, DENNIS
MCCLOUD, RON
MESNER, WILLIAM (EST.)
MILLIKAN, DAVID
MORENO, SHENANDOAH
MOSLEY, MARILYN S.
NELSON, ALLEN C. (EST.)
NELSON, GENERVA
NICHOLS, RICHARD
NOSAL, JULIE
NOWOTNY, MELVIN
O'BRIEN, LOUISE (EST.)
OLMSTEAD, THOMAS
OLSON, JILL J.
PLUTOWSKI, NICK
QUINN, DOROTHY (EST.)
REFF, STEVE
REIMER, IVAN J.
REISTAD, CHERYL
RETTERATH, ROBERT R.
RIOS, JULIAN
SANDERS, KEN
SCHATZ, ANDREW
SCHEMPP, DAVID
SCHNEIDER, ELIZABETH
SCHONTEICH, BARRY
SCOTT, KEVIN
SERBINSKI, MICHAEL
SIMON, RICHARD
SKROCH, HAROLD SR.
SOISETH, KEVIN W.
SOOTER, TOM L.
SPAULDING, JEFFREY L.
STANTON, JAMES F.
STEWART, GEORGE
STJERN, ORVILLE (EST.)
STUART, ALLEN (EST.)
SUMNER, GILBERT
TINNIN, KENNETH G.
TURNER, ROBERT M.
VACURA, DON
VILLAGGIO, JOHN
VRIESENGA, JEFF
WESLEY, NEWTON

BEMIDJI
DANIELS, JENNIFER
JACKSON, JOEL A.
LILLEMO, RICHARD
LUND, ORLAND J.
ZIRUPS, JOHN

BIG FALLS
ALTERMATT, ELAINE (EST.)
CHWIALKOWSKI, DAVID

ESTES, PHILLIP
HILL, CLIFTON F. (EST.)
PATCH, KEVIN D.

BIRCHDALE
BOERGER, JOANNE M.
NOBLE, STEVEN
PORTER, MICHAEL J.

BLACKDUCK
YARBROUGH, JOHN R.

BLAINE
LEPAGE, JEFF

BLOOMINGTON
BACKLIN, SIGFRED
ROTHE, ELIZABETH

BRAINERD
BECK, DAVID
FOUNTAIN PROPERTIES, LLC
SIKES, MARK
YLINEN, DONALD E.

BROOKLYN CENTER
BORK, ERVIN

CAMBRIDGE
TREACY, NANCY

CARLTON
HOLDEN, AMUND (EST.)

CHANHASSEN
SIMS, DON

CHASKA
HARTLEY, LUVERNE L.
POKORNY, AMY (EST.)

CHISAGO CITY
OLSON, GREG A.

CLARKFIELD
HANSEN, LLOYD (EST.)

CLEAR LAKE
PETERSON, E. A.

CLOQUET
BOES, DANE
EMMERT, MARY JO (EST.)

COKATO
CAMP, MARLIN H.

COON RAPIDS
MERKLING, STEVEN R.
RINEHART, HOWARD (EST.)

COSMOS
RICHARDSON, ROBERT G. SR.  
 (EST.)

COTTAGE GROVE
NALAND, PAUL R.

CROOKSTON
MILLER, L. E. (EST.)

DONALDSON
BOGESTAD, ROGER

DULUTH
AMENDOLA, FRANK
KARASCH, MICHAEL
MCDONALD, JANICE
OSWALT, TARA
PETERSON, HEATH
SCHULKE, MARK J.

EAST GRAND FORKS
DELAGE, JAIME
HAARSAGER, LUVERNE

EDINA
JOHNSEN, STANLEY

FARMINGTON
WOOD, GARY F.

FERGUS FALLS
ADKINS, KYLE
FREDEN, WILLIAM E.
LARSON, MELVIN J. (EST.)
THOMPSON, LEROY
WARNER, HUGH R.
WHITFORD, JEFF

FOREST LAKE
ANDERSON, KEITH F.
DUNN, JAMES E.

GILBERT
COREY, WAYNE S.
MACKEY, JOHN E.

GRAND MARAIS
BALDWIN, CLARK

GREENBUSH
PETERSON, ROGER
SOVDE, LYLE

HALLOCK
JOHNSON, CECIL A. (EST.)
PEARSON, VERNE W. (EST.)
WUNSH, PATRICIA

HARMONY
BIRCH, SHANE

HIBBING
HACKEY, JACK (EST.)
TILANDER, THEO

HOWARD LAKE
BRAVINDER, ROBERT F.

HOYT LAKES
ANWILER, ROBERT

LOOKING FOR UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDIT RECIPIENTS
Listed on the following pages are the names of past members of North Star Electric Cooperative who have unclaimed capital credits remaining 
on our books. Before year-end, the remaining unclaimed capital credits for the names listed on these pages will be donated to local charitable 
organizations. If you recognize any names in this publication, please have that person or their authorized representative contact our office 
for further instructions on how the unclaimed amounts can be disbursed to their current mailing address. Thank you for your assistance.

INTERNATIONAL FALLS
ALMBLAD, DONALD F.
ANTONSON, JULIE A.
BAHR, DONNA
BALLARD, BERT E.
BARNEY, BARRY
BELANGER, JOE (EST.)
BENNETT, MICHAEL
BLUME, RONALD
BOWMAN, LESLIE R.
BRADBURN, JOHN G.
BRIGGS, JAMES D.
BROWN, BRIAN
BUSSARD, MARGARET
CARLSON, DALE R.
CARLSON, HAROLD A.
CRUM, EUGENE A.
CWIK, KEVIN F.
DANIELS, CINDY A.
DEBENEDET, RICHARD J.
DUNN, MARY ANN
ECKERT, NADINE
ECKLUND, DALE
ETTESTAD, KENT
FIELD, JOHN W. (EST.)
GJERDINGEN. O. P.
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
GUSTAFSON, SUSAN
HARGIS, NOLAN
HAUGLAND, GAYLE
HELL, MARGO (EST.)
HOPKINS, LAURA H.
HOPKINS, MIKE
HORNE, HUEY
IRWIN, EVERT (EST.)
JENSEN, GREG
JOHNSON, HARLEY
JOHNSTON, LYLE E.
KING, DARLYNN
KLEISNER, KEVIN
KLIMP, DAVID
KNUFFKE, DARRELL R.
LEHMAN, KELLI A.
LLOYD, MARK
MAISH, SCOTT
MARK, CORY
MARTENS, JEFF
MARTINEAU, PEGGY
MATTSON, JAN
MILES, BRIAN
MONAHAN, DAVID F.
NACHBAR, NICHOLAS L.
OFFERDAHL, PATRICK
OLSON, DALE
OWENS, EUGENE T.
PERCY, EUGENE
PETERS, PHIL
POISSON, SCOTT
REEVE, MICHAEL
RIGDON, DAVID
RIGGS, STEPHEN D.
ROGNERUD, STEPHANIE
SAVELA, GORDON
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SIMMONS FIRST NAT'L BANK
SMITH, RODNEY
STAFFORD, JAMES
STALLARD, IAIN
SWANSON, THOMAS D.
TCI OF NORTHERN MN
TERION INC.
TERMINAL TRANSPORT INC.
UNDERDAHL, JANET
UNOCAL (CURTICE ISLAND)
WARD, RICHARD
WATTS, MARK
WEGNER, DANIEL
WRIGHT, ROBERT T.
LARSON, BRIAN
SKOGLUND, AGNES

ISANTI
JENSVOLD, LARRY O.

KABETOGAMA
BRAGG, JAMES H.
BRAGG-BUNTROCK HOME  
 ASSOCIATION
BROECKER, LAWRENCE
JEPSON, SANDRA
KENNISTON, FRED
PETERSEN, DELMER
SCHAFROTH, EUGENE (EST.)
WINBERG, ROGER E.

KARLSTAD
HEPPNER, KATHARINA (EST.)

KENNEDY
DAHL, ROBERT N. (EST.)

LAKE BENTON
LAFLIN, THERON

LAKE PARK
ANDERSON, RICHARD G.

LAKEVILLE
AXELSON, JOHN A. (EST.)
FOSBURGH, CLAYTON
REED, WANDA

LANCASTER
MURRAY, MORRIS (EST.)

LITTLEFORK
ANDERSON, ALFREDA A. (EST.)
ANDERSON, ERIC
BELISLE, KEVIN D.
BROWN, DAYMON
DRESSLER, DANIELLE
FRAHM, EUGENE H.
FRIESZ, CHAD K.
GAVIN, TIMOTHY J.
GRIFFING, JANELL
HERIVEL, LISA
HUGGINS, JAMES K.
JONES, GORDON
KRASIVSKY, YAROSLAV
LIEN, R. J.
LUNDQUIST, LEROY (EST.)
LUNDQUIST, WANDA
MARTIN, CLYDE
MILLER, JEFFREY
MILLER, LARRY

NALAND, ROB
NELSON, WALTER E.
NORWEST BANK
OPITZ, DANIEL
PITMAN, JOEL
RAHMAN, FAIZUR
SAMPSON, DIANA (EST.)
SATER, ELVA
SILVER, VICTOR
TATE, ROBERT J.
TIMMER, RAYMOND E.
WENING, RONALD (EST.)
WOOD, SEAN
ZEMEK, MICHAEL (EST.)

LOMAN
BEHR, HAROLD
BEST, THOMAS L.
BRUNNER, JOHNATHAN
MILLER, OWEN L.

MAHNOMEN
GOLDSMITH, MARK J.

MAHTOMEDI
CROMER, PAUL J.

MARINE ST CRX
OPSE, DONALD J.

MILACA
GRIMSON, HANS

MINNEAPOLIS
BAILEY, WILLIAM
HEIGL MTGE/FINANCIAL CO
JAAKKOLA, WALTER
LARSON, STEPHEN J.
REICHOW, RICHARD
SUNDT, LEROY
TAMMARO, MICHAEL

MINNETONKA
JOHNSON, ETHEL A.

MOORHEAD
JENNI, MARK

MOOSE LAKE
SCHWOCHERT, ED (EST.)
SCHWOCHERT, JACQUELIN E.  
 (EST.)
SCHWOCHERT, MICHAEL L.

MOUND
CURTIS, ALLISON

NEW MUNICH
LAFORE, CHAD

NEWFOLDEN
MELVIE, GAYLAN
SMITH, DOUGLAS

NISSWA
ANDERSON, DEBORAH

NORTH BRANCH
JONES, DUANE
MCCORMICK, AMANDA

ORONO
GRADY, PAUL D.

ORR
BERN, MARY
CAYTON, HAROLD
CURRIE, JANICE
EBEL, MARY LOU
HENN, EDWARD
HODOR, JOSEPH J.
LINDGREN, RICHARD T.
MACSHANE, JOHN E.
ROTHE, RUSSELL

OUTING
FRICK, THEODORE

OWATONNA
SMITH, RYAN

PENGILLY
ESSEN, SUSAN
PETRICH, NICK

PINE ISLAND
LARSON, DAVID L.

PITT
EBY, GENE

PLYMOUTH
PILON, DANIEL D.

PROCTOR
FITZPATRICK, JOE

PUPOSKY
MAI, MARK A.

RANIER
BOWMAN, SUZANNE
CARRIER, DONALD L.
CHRISTENSON, DENNIS
HALL, THOMAS E.
RAMNES, LYLE
STAGG, MICHAEL

RAY
ALLEMAN, GENE
BROWN, GARY
DEGOOD, RALPH (EST.)
GUTZ, JULIE (EST.)
READER, WILBUR
ROMIG, BILLIE D.

RED WING
MULLER, THOMAS L.

REDWOOD FALLS
HOPPKE, SHAWN

RICHFIELD
REID, VALORIE

ROCHERT
NOLAN, BARBARA

ROCHESTER
BANDEL, THOMAS
STREIFF, EVELYN M.

ROOSEVELT
ALFORD, DONNA
CASTLE, DENEEN
FANSON, JEFFREY A.
GARD, WILLIAM (EST.)
GLEASON, STEVE

HILLAERT, ROBBIN
JOHN, BRANDON K.
JONES, RONALD A.
KNOEPFLE, BRENT
KRUPICH, MICHELLE
LINDGREN, GARY
OTTO, MARK T.
PAPPAS, MELISSA
PULKRABEK, BRADLEY
PULKRABEK, JACOB P.
SMITH, DANIEL
SMITH, DAVID A.
STOREY, DAVID
TERRILL, VERNON
ULLYOTT, JOEL
VILAYSONE, LACKKY
WEAVER, GERALD

ROSEAU
HULST, RUSSELL J.
NEEGARD, RICK (EST.)
WALZ, SHELLEY

SAINT CLOUD
BURGESS, RICHARD E.

SAINT MICHAEL
JOHNSON, ROBERT W.

SAINT PAUL
MN POLLUTION CONTROL  
 AGENCY
ROCKY POINT RESORT, LLP

SALOL
BAILEY, JANICE

SCANDIA
JOHNSON, ALAN H.
SHALEEN, GLENDON L.

SIDE LAKE
BABER, JOSEPH

SOUTH ST PAUL
BEZEK, JOHN M.

STACY
PHILLIPE, RONALD

STEWARTSVILLE
CONWAY, ANTHONY J.

STILLWATER
HONSVALL, RALPH (EST.)

THIEF RIVER FALLS
BRANDT, ROGER
GJERDE, ALLAN R.
JABLINSKE, JUDY
KEEFE, JEFFREY A.
MILLSOP, STEPHENIE
MOREHOUSE, WALTER L. (EST.)
ROGALLA, JAMES F.
BORG, JOHN A.

TWO HARBORS
FOSTER, GEORGE H. (EST.)
STAJER, FRANK (EST.)

VIRGINIA
LIABRAATEN, ORVILLE O.
SKUBIC, A. B.

WARREN
GUSTAFSON, JEFF
PLENCNER, CLEONE G.

WARROAD
BANK OF AMERICA
BROWN, STACEY
CARLSON, CONNIE
CLAY, REX
HELMSTETTER, EVERETT (EST.)
JARVA, SCOTT
JOHNSON, JOE
MCLAUGHLIN, JEAN
OBENCHAIN, HARRIET J.
OLSON, BOBBY J.
PEDERSEN, JAMES M.
REGNIER, BRAD
WADEY, DAVID F.

WEST SAINT PAUL
BURKE, MICHAEL P.
GILES, WARREN K. (EST.)

WILLIAMS
ATKINSON, EUGENE E. (EST.)
BITZER, ALFRED (EST.)
CARSON, TERRY
CENEX
CHARLTON, TOM (EST.)
DOLLARHIDE, NATALIE
FIELD, HELMER R.
FISH, KIM
GERRETY, MICHAEL
GONSOROWSKI, LOUIS
HARDWICK, MICHAEL L.
HEDTKE, ROBERT
HOEFLER, VINCENT F.
JAROS, FRANK J.
JOHNSON, ROGER
KETOLA, ARTHUR
KROEZE, CURTIS (EST.)
LAC DU BOIS REALTY INC.
LALLI, HARRIET
LARSON, MARVIN E.
MCCANN, WILLIAM A.
NAGEL, DAVID
NASH, PAUL
O'BRIEN, KEVIN
PETERSON, DOROTHY A. (EST.)
RAMSEY, ROGER D.
RAYMOND, GEORGE
REMINGTON, TOM (EST.)
SCHOFIELD, VIRGINIA
SKETERS, DORA
SOMMERS, GEORGE A.
WALKER, WILLIS F. (EST.)
WILLIAMS AREA COMM CNTR

WILLMAR
DECATHELINEAU, PAUL
KENNARD, MARGARET
VERCHOTA, PHIL

WINDOM
SMITH, ROSELLA

WINONA
ALEXANDER, JEFFREY

WOODBURY
MOYER, GEORGE W.
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PROBLEMS 
PAYING 
YOUR 
ELECTRIC 
BILL?
ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE 
MAY BE 
AVAILABLE!
If you recently lost your job or 
had your hours cut, the following 
agencies may be able to help you 
with your electric bill. You may 
have never needed help before, 
but maybe today you do. 

LAKE OF THE WOODS COUNTY 
SOCIAL SERVICES
206 8th Ave SE, Suite 200 
Baudette, MN 56623-2895 
218-634-2642

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY  
ACTION COUNCIL
PO Box 67 
Badger, MN 56714-0067 
800-568-5329

KOOCHICHING COUNTY 
COMMUNITY SERVICES
1000 5th St 
International Falls, MN 56649-2243 
218-283-7000

KOOTASCA COMMUNITY 
ACTION, INC.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984 
Toll free 877-687-1163 
Direct 218-999-0800 
Fax 218-999-0220

ARROWHEAD ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
703 3rd Ave S 
Virginia, MN 55792 
800-662-5711

Unclaimed capital credits
In this month’s Enlightener, you will find the listing of past 
members of North Star Electric Cooperative who have 
unclaimed capital credits from our 2016 retirement. If 
you recognize any of the names listed, please have that 
person or their authorized representative contact our 
office for instructions on how the unclaimed amounts may 
be distributed. In the fall, the capital credits that remain 
unclaimed will be donated to local charitable organizations.

Please remember, if you ever move off the North Star 
system, it is very important to let us know your new mailing address, so your 
capital credit payments continue to reach you.

Outage reporting
We have a new feature that some of you may have already found in SmartHub®  
– outage reporting! If your power goes out at your account location, you should 
first do a little checking to make sure the outage isn’t on your side of the meter.  
Check with your neighbors if possible, or check your fuses or breakers in your 
home and at your meter. If you determine it is an outage, just log into your 
SmartHub account on your phone and click on Report an Issue/Inquiry, then 
Power Outage. Select the account impacted by the outage if you have more than 
one account. Add any relevant comments or information that might be helpful 
for our dispatchers (such as the location of a downed tree or line, or if your 
neighbors are also out), and then click on Submit. It’s 
quick and easy, and your account information goes right 
into our outage management system. It is much simpler 
than trying to reach us or the after-hours call center by 
phone and dealing with potential hold times.

If you aren’t already a SmartHub user, this is a great 
reason to try it out! Your login information is the same 
whether you are online on your computer or using the 
mobile app. Use your phone’s camera to scan this QR 
code to access SmartHub in your app store!

Budget billing
If you are a member on budget billing, please review your bills when they come in 
the mail (706-17-003-03, Richard Arendt). Remember that budget reconciliation 
payments will be due on July 20. If you have questions on your budget billed 
account, or if you would like to make adjustments to your budget payments 
between now and July 20, please call Brittany at 218-634-2202.

Member appreciation
We’ve been planning our annual Member Appreciation Days! Mark your calendars 
to join us at our Littlefork office on Tuesday, June 13, or at our Baudette office on 
Wednesday, June 14. The linemen will be cooking up some burgers for lunch from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day. We will have some giveaway items and prizes for both 
adults and kids. We hope to see you there!

STAFF REPORT – CAPITAL 
CREDITS / OUTAGE REPORTING

Robyn Sonstegard 
Finance Manager
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HOME COOKING
Broccoli and Cauliflower Salad 
This salad is loaded full of sweet, salty and tangy flavors. It is super easy and quick 
to make, and is perfect for a side dish, light meal, picnic or potluck.

INGREDIENTS

• 2½ cups broccoli florets

• 2½ cups cauliflower florets

• 1 cup shredded cheddar 
cheese

• ⅓ cup chopped onion

• ¼ cup raisins

• ½ cup mayonnaise

• ¼ cup sugar

INSTRUCTIONS

1.   In a large bowl, toss together 
broccoli florets, cauliflower 
florets, cheese, onion and raisins.

2.   Mix together mayonnaise, sugar 
and vinegar.

3.   Pour mayonnaise mixture over 
salad mix.

4.    Cover and refrigerate for one 
hour.

5.    Sprinkle with crumbled bacon 
and sunflower seeds.

6.    Toss until everything is coated 
evenly and serve.

  From the kitchen of Norma Anderson.

Prep Time
10 mins

Chill Time
 1 hour

Total Time 
1 hour, 10 mins

Servings 
8 

Receive a $20 energy credit if you submit a recipe and it is selected to run in a future issue of the Enlightener newsletter.

State law requires that every 
new electrical installation in any 
construction, remodeling, replacement 
or repair shall file a certificate for 
inspection and be inspected by a 
Minnesota electrical inspector. For 
more information, go to the Minnesota 
Department of Labor and Industries 
website (dli.mn.gov) and go to the 
electrical page.

Curt Collier 
cgcollier67@gmail.com 

218.966.5070 
Call to set up an appointment 

7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m., Monday - Friday

Ronald Ditsch 
218.779.6758 

Call to set up an appointment 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m., Monday - Friday

LAKE OF THE WOODS, ST. LOUIS  
and KOOCHICHING COUNTIES

ROSEAU COUNTY

CURRENT ELECTRICAL 
INSPECTORSMember Appreciation Days

Tuesday, June 13, 2023
Littlefork: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday, June 14, 2023
Baudette: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Member Appreciation Days are approaching 
fast and we would love for you to join us! 
There will be refreshments with burgers, 
chips, cookies, popcorn and cotton candy. 
Adults can register for DOOR PRIZES and we 
will also have a KIDS DRAWING. There will 

be face painting, electrical 
safety demos, balloons 
and bucket truck rides. We 
will also have some of the 
tools and equipment that 
our linemen need to use to 
perform their work safely 
and efficiently.

DOOR PRIZES 
AT MEMBER 

APPRECIATION 
DAYS!

• 1 Tbsp vinegar

• 3 bacon strips, cooked and 
crumbled 

• ⅛ cup sunflower seeds



 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK
TO STAY UP TO DATE
Like your cooperative for outage 
updates during the spring season 
and other useful information. 

/northstarelectric 
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Email us at nsec@wiktel.com  |  Visit our website at northstarelectric.coop
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Four Easy Ways to Boost Electrical Safety at Home 
A Safe, Happy House

May is 
National 
Electrical 
Safety
Month.

DON’T
place flammable items, like 
potholders, napkins or dish 
towels, near the stove while 

cooking.

DO
keep electrical devices 

away from water to 
prevent electric shock.

DON’T
overload electrical 
outlets with more 

devices than the circuit 
can handle.

DO
ensure you’re using 
the correct wattage 
in all light fixtures.

UPCOMING DATES 
AND EVENTS

North Star Electric’s offices 
will be closed on Monday, 
May 29, in observance of the 
Memorial Day holiday.

29
MAY

07
JUN

North Star Electric will hold its 
next monthly board meeting 
on Wednesday, June 7, if you 
wish to speak to the board.


