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NORTH STAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
MISSION STATEMENT

To improve the lives of our member-owners and community by responsibly providing clean, affordable, electric energy and 
other beneficial services while maintaining the very highest standards of performance and member satisfaction.

* Learn more about electrical safety on page 2 *
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MANAGER’S REPORT
When I started 
thinking about this 
month’s article, I 
was sitting in an 
airport and couldn’t 
help but notice how 
crowded the airports 
have become – I 
traveled a lot in my 

previous position and it feels like things 
are perhaps becoming more “normal.” 
What that “normal” is may differ from 
one person to the next, but hopefully it’s 
more along the lines of how things were 
prior to this pandemic occurring. With the 
warmer weather upon us, I encourage you 
to take some time with family and friends 
(in a safe manner) to enjoy life and try to 
escape the ongoing chaos that seems to 
be broadcast through our televisions on 
a daily basis. Maybe for a short period 
of time the only concerns and worries 
we have are, “Did I use enough sauce 
on the barbecue?” or “I hope I grilled 

the steaks long enough.” While you’re 
at these events, let’s take a moment to 
remind children and even adults about 
the dangers posed by electricity – after 
all, May is National Electrical Safety 
Month. We hear this every year, but the 
dangers are real and, unfortunately, the 
consequences can be deadly. On this 
page are graphics with some general tips 
to consider.

Speaking of tips, I finally was able to get 
my small fishing boat towed out here – 
so if anyone has any “tips” for me in that 
regard, feel free to send them my way. 
Hopefully my luck here in Minnesota is 
much better than it has been back east. 
Lastly, you’ll notice in the next few pages 
we’ve come to the point in the year 
when North Star is looking for members 
who have outstanding capital credits. 
This is obviously one of many things 
that set cooperatives apart, and we 
want to ensure these members/previous 

Josh Compton 
General Manager

members receive their money. So, if you 
recognize someone on that list please let 
them know we are looking for them and 
to contact us! I hope everyone continues 
to stay healthy and starts finding their 
“normal” again soon.

Until next time, 

Josh

Tip: be quicker to 
stop the flicker

If you are noticing flickering 
lighting in any of your home’s 
rooms, don’t assume it is just 
a bulb starting to burn out. 
It could indicate you have a 
damaged electrical panel that 
needs replacing, or you have 
too many appliances plugged 
into a single circuit.

May is Electrical Safety Month, 
and your team at North Star 
Electric knows you’re aware of 
the big rules of electrical safety 
– stay away from downed power 
lines, don’t overload an outlet 
and keep electrical devices away 
from water. But there may be 
additional safety precautions 
you could take, and here is one 
tip to help keep your family safe.
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LEARN MORE IN THE STAFF REPORT ON PAGE 7.

DIRECTORS

President 
Steve Arnesen

Vice President 
Michael Hanson

Secretary-
Treasurer 

Lorraine Nygaard

Directors 
Shelley Spears 
Randy Bergan 

Tom Smith 
Bruce Sampson

LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING?
Past issues of the Enlightener are  
on our website at 
www.northstarelectric.coop

These are the highlights from the March 
3, 2021, regular board meeting. All board 
members were in attendance. In addition 
to routine actions, the board voted to 
approve RUS forms allowing General 
Manager Josh Compton to execute and 
submit RUS forms on behalf of North Star, 
to add General Manager Josh Compton 
to the check-signing authority, to submit 
an application for a matching grant to 
the CoBank Sharing Success program, 
to accept the 2020 annual cogeneration 
filings and reports and to move the April 7, 
2021, board meeting to March 24, 2021.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE BOARDROOM
Staff reports included the safety report, 
the financial report, review of the 2020 
RUS Form 7, G&T (generation and 
transmission) capital credits, the CoBank 
Sharing Success program, load control, 
ripple receiver inspections and repairs, 
rebates, new solar installations, off-peak 
installations, Littlefork office roof repairs, 
Baudette building maintenance, pole 
changeouts, the County Road 14 work 
plan job near Williams, bids for 2021 
construction projects, vehicles for sale by 
bid, and outages (556-45-005-07, Doug 
Franz). 

Darrick Moe, President and CEO of the 
Minnesota Rural Electric Association 
(MREA), joined the meeting via Zoom. 
He discussed current legislative issues 
concerning cooperatives.

Detailed minutes are available at 
the cooperative for member review. 
Regular board meetings are generally 
held the first Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact the co-op at least two 
weeks in advance to be included on 
the agenda.

NORTH STAR KNOWLEDGE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Eliana Bleess 
Home School
$1,000

Dale Erickson 
Littlefork-Big Falls High School

$500

Abigail LaFramboise 
Lake of the Woods High School

$500

Max Marcotte 
Falls High School

$500

North Star Electric would like to thank the students who took the time to study and take the test, which was about North Star 
Electric and rural electric cooperatives. Congratulations to the 2021 scholarship winners!

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked 
and helps protect you from injury and expense. 
Safe digging is no accident.

DIGGING SOON?

ALWAYS CALL BEFORE YOU DIG. 
VISIT WWW.CALL811.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

ENERGY
EFFICIENCY
TIP OF THE MONTH
Remember to change your air conditioner 
filter every month to prevent dust 
buildup, which can lead to even bigger 
problems.  - Source: energy.gov
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LOOKING FOR UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDIT RECIPIENTS

ADRIAN
SIMONSEN, JOE

AKELEY
MUELLER, GREGORY

ALDEN
SPRINGSTEEL, RICHARD

ALEXANDRIA
SEVERSON, JANET
WOLFE, DUANE F.

ANDOVER
SHOEMAKER, MARK A.

ANGUS
STROBLE, MERRILL

ARGYLE
STOLTMAN, GAYLE

AUSTIN
EKEDAL, KENNETH
FISHER, JAMES

BAUDETTE
AERY, ELDON E.
BAADE, DARREL (EST)
BAKER, LEWIS E.
BEARDEN, JERRY
BELL, DEE
BELL, ESTHER (EST)
BESTROM, LEONARD E.
BOWMAN, LOUISE
BROGAN, GARRET
BROOKOVER, ALBERT E.
BURWELL, JOE V. (EST)
CARLIN, BRIAN
CARLSON, MELVIN
CHRISTENSEN, OSCAR 		
	 (EST)
CORNELL, CLARENCE 		
	 (EST)
COVEY, STAN
CUETO, JESSE
CYR, DAVID
DALE, JAMES T.
DAVIS, STUART J.
DUITSCHER, DAVID
EARL, THAD (EST)
EIKAMP, CURTIS
FIRST NAT'L BANK-BDTE
FOLEY, MARK
FUNK, RUSSELL W.
GENDE, JOSEPH F.
GENEREAU, HARRY
HALL, HOWARD
HASBARGEN, KIT
HASKIN, STEVEN
HERBOLD, JOE
HESS, DON
HEWITT, DON
HILL, ARNOLD D.
HOEFLER, VINCENT F.
HOFFMAN, FRANK J.
JOHNSON, BRIAN W.
JOHNSON, MILDRED
JOHNSON, PATRICIA M.
JOLICOEUR, JAIME

KEYSER, ROSCOE
KLAMM, LEONARD W.
KLOPP, JIM
LAC DU BOIS REALTY, 		
	 INC.
LALLI, MAT
LINDSTROM, ROGER 		
	 (EST)
LYSTAD, CAROL
LYSTAD, FRANK (EST)
MAGNAN, EUGENE
MAST, SHERRY
MESNER, WILLIAM (EST)
MILLIKAN, DAVID
MORENO, 			
	 SHENANDOAH
MOSLEY, MARILYN S.
NELSON ESTATE, ALLEN C.
NELSON, GENERVA
NICHOLS, RICHARD
OLMSTEAD, THOMAS
OLSON, SHERYL
OMDAHL, RAY
REIMER, IVAN J.
ROSIER, JANIE
SANDERS, KEN
SCHATZ, ANDREW
SCHEMPP, DAVID
SCHOONOVER, RUANNE
SCOTT, KEVIN
SERBINSKI, MICHAEL
SHUMAN, JOHN W. 		
	 (EST)
SIMON, RICHARD
SOISETH, KEVIN W.
SOOTER, TOM L.
SPAULDING, JEFFREY L.
STANTON, JAMES F.
STJERN, ORVILLE (EST)
STUART, ALLEN (EST)
SWANDA, MARGARET 		
	 M. (EST)
TINNIN, KENNETH G.
TURNER, ROBERT M.
VILLAGGIO, JOHN
VRIESENGA, JEFF
WADE, JESSICA
WESLEY, NEWTON

BEMIDJI
GENNES, THOMAS
LILLEMO, RICHARD
LUND, ORLAND J.
URAN, THOMAS
ZIRUPS, JOHN

BIG FALLS
ALTERMATT, ELAINE
CHWIALKOWSKI, DAVID
CONT. TEL. - MN. INC.
ESTES, PHILLIP
GATES, SCOTT
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
HILL, CLIFTON F. (EST)
METHODIST CHURCH 		
	 (CHARITY)
PATCH, KEVIN D.

BIGFORK
STUVLAND, MILTON (EST)

BIRCHDALE
PORTER, MICHAEL J.

BIWABIK
BEAUREGARD, HENRI

BLACKDUCK
YARBROUGH, JOHN R.

BLAINE
LEPAGE, JEFF

BLOOMINGTON
ROTHE, ELIZABETH
ROTHE, RUSSELL
UNITED MORTGAGE 		
	 CORP.

BRAINERD
BECK, DAVID
FOUNTAIN PROPERTIES, 	
	 LLC
SIKES, MARK
YLINEN, DONALD E.

CAMBRIDGE
TREACY, NANCY

CARLTON
HOLDEN, AMUND (EST)

CHANHASSEN
SIMS, DON

CHASKA
POKORNY, AMY (EST)

CHISHOLM
SHOEN, CLETUS

CLEAR LAKE
PETERSON, E. A.

CLOQUET
BOES, DANE

COON RAPIDS
MERKLING, STEVEN R.
RINEHART, HOWARD 		
	 (EST)

COSMOS
RICHARDSON, S.R. 
ROBERT, G. (EST)

COTTAGE GROVE
NALAND, PAUL R.

DONALDSON
BOGESTAD, ROGER

DULUTH
BERG, FLOYD
KARASCH, MICHAEL
MCDONALD, JANICE
OBERG, KATHERINE A.
OSWALT, TARA
SCHULKE, MARK J.

EAST GRAND FORKS
FEHR, MARJORIE

HAARSAGER, LUVERNE

ELY
ENQUIST-VANDENBR-  
	 ANDEN, LINDA, RAE E. 
GLOCKZIN, CALVIN

FARMINGTON
WOOD, GARY F.

FERGUS FALLS
ADKINS, KYLE
FREDEN, WILLIAM E.
LARSON, MELVIN J. 		
	 (EST)
THOMPSON, LEROY
WHITFORD, JEFF

FOREST LAKE
ANDERSON, KEITH F.
DUNN, JAMES E.
NOBLE, PETER A.

FRIDLEY
FOIZIE, GORDON

GRAND MARAIS
BALDWIN, CLARK

GREENBUSH
PETERSON, ROGER
SOVDE, LYLE

HALLOCK
JOHNSON, CECIL A. 		
	 (EST)
PEARSON, VERNE W. (EST)
WUNSH, PATRICIA

HIBBING
HACKEY, JACK (EST)
MIKLAVCICH, SHAWN

HOWARD LAKE
BRAVINDER, ROBERT F.

HOYT LAKES
ANWILER, ROBERT

INTL FALLS
ALMBLAD, DONALD F.
ANDERSON, EFFIE J.
ANDERSON, TIM L. 		
	 (EST)
ANTONSON, JULIE A.
BAHR, DONNA
BALLARD, BERT E.
BARNEY, BARRY
BELANGER, JOE (EST)
BELANGER, MARY
BENNETT, MICHAEL
BLUME, RONALD
BRADBURN, JOHN G.
BROUILLARD, JAMES
BROWN, BRIAN
BUSSARD, MARGARET
CARLSON, DALE R.
CARLSON, HAROLD A.
CARPENTER, TIM

CONT. TEL - MN. INC.
CROWSTON, JESSE
CRUM, EUGENE A.
CWIK, KEVIN F.
DAHLGREN, LARRY
DANIELS, CINDY A.
DEBENEDET, RICHARD J.
ECKERT, NADINE
ECKLUND, DALE
ETTESTAD, KENT
FIELD, JOHN W. (EST)
FOSS, RICHARD
GJERDINGEN, O. P.
GRISWOLD, LINDA B.
GRONLUND, DAVID
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
GUSTAFSON, SUSAN
HARGIS, NOLAN
HELL, MARGO (EST)
HOPKINS, LAURA H.
HOPKINS, MIKE
HORNE, HUEY
IRWIN, EVERT (EST)
JOHNSON, MARVIN
JOHNSTON, LYLE E.
KARP, JONATHAN L.
KENNY, DEBRA
KING, DARLYNN
KLIMP, DAVID
LEHMAN, KELLI A.
LONG, LARRY L.
MAISH, SCOTT
MARK, CORY
MARTENS, JEFF
MARTINEAU, PEGGY
MARVEL, WILLIAM
MASTIN, KAYO (EST)
MILES, BRIAN
MONAHAN, DAVID F.
MUSICH, ANTHONY
NELSON, NELL
OFFERDAHL, PATRICK
OLSON, DALE
OWENS, EUGENE T.
PATINEAU, JOE
POISSON, SCOTT
PULLAR, TONY L.
REALTY WORLD-		
	 NORTHWOOD
REILLY, JERYL
RIGDON, DAVID
RIGGS, STEPHEN D.
ROGNERUD, STEPHANIE
SAPP, DENNIS M.
SAVELA, GORDON
SHOBERG-DOYLE, LOIS K.
STAFFORD, JAMES
STALLARD, IAIN
SWANSON, THOMAS D.
TCI OF NORTHERN MN
TERMINAL TRANSPORT, 	
	 INC.
THOMPSON, ARNT T. 		
	 (EST)
UNOCAL (CURTICE 		
	 ISLAND)
WALKER, TED (EST)
WARD, RICHARD
WATTS, MARK

WILCOX, LARRY E.
WRIGHT, ROBERT T.
YATES, PETER

ISANTI
JENSVOLD, LARRY O.

KELLIHER
MOHS, ANTHONY N. 		
	 (EST)

KENNEDY
DAHL, ROBERT N. (EST)

LAKE BENTON
LAFLIN, THERON

LAKE PARK
ANDERSON, RICHARD G.

LAKEVILLE
AXELSON, JOHN A. 		
	 (EST)
FOSBURGH, CLAYTON

LANCASTER
MURRAY, MORRIS (EST)

LAPORTE
HEDTKE, DAVID (EST)

LITTLEFORK
ANDERSON, ALFREDA A. 	
	 (EST)
ANDERSON, ERIC
BELISLE, KEVIN D.
BROWN, DAYMON
BROWN, THOMAS
CONT. TEL. - MN. INC.
EDEEN, DENNIS (EST)
FRIESZ, CHAD K.
GAVIN, TIMOTHY J.
GRIFFING, JANELL
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
HUGGINS, JAMES K.
JONES, GORDON
KRASIVSKY, YAROSLAV
LUNDQUIST, LEROY (EST)
LUNDQUIST, WANDA
MARTIN, CLYDE
MILLER, JEFFREY
MORTENSON, DIXIE
NALAND, ROB
NELSON, WALTER E.
NORDLUND, APRIL
NORWEST, BANK
OPITZ, DANIEL
PIHULAK, FRED
PITMAN, JOEL
RAHMAN, FAIZUR
SARKISYAN, ALEXANDER
SATER, CLIFFORD (EST)
SILVER, VICTOR
SLATINSKI, FLORENCE
TATE, ROBERT J.
TIMMER, RAYMOND E.
TUFVANDER, NATHAN D.
WENING, RONALD (EST)
WOOD, SEAN
ZEMEK, MICHAEL (EST)

Listed on the following pages are the names of past members of North Star Electric Cooperative who have unclaimed capital 
credits remaining on our books. Before year-end, the remaining unclaimed capital credits for the names listed on these pages 
will be donated to local charitable organizations. If you recognize any names in this publication, please have that person or their 
authorized representative contact our office for further instructions on how the unclaimed amounts can be disbursed to his/her 
current mailing address. Thank you for your assistance.
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LOMAN
BRUNNER, JOHNATHAN
CONT. TEL. - MN. INC.
DENUCCI, BENJAMIN
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
SELBERG, TED

MARINE ST CRX
OPSE, DONALD J.

MILACA
GRIMSON, HANS

MINNEAPOLIS
BAILEY, WILLIAM
JAAKKOLA, WALTER
SUNDT, LEROY
TAMMARO, MICHAEL

MINNETONKA
JOHNSON, PHILLIP S.
KLIEVER, EDWARD

MOORHEAD
JENNI, MARK

MOOSE LAKE
SCHWOCHERT, ED (EST)
SCHWOCHERT, JACQUELIN 	
	 E. (EST)
SCHWOCHERT, MICHAEL L.

MOUND
CURTIS, ALLISON

NEW PRAGUE
SANDQUIST, MYRA K.

NISSWA
ANDERSON, DEBORAH

NORTH BRANCH
JONES, DUANE
MCCORMICK, AMANDA

NORTHOME
OSTLUND, SHERRY

ORR
BOWMAN, HELEN F.
BRIGGS, FRED (EST)
CAYTON, HAROLD
CURRIE, JANICE
EBEL, MARY LOU
HENN, EDWARD
HODOR, JOSEPH J.
LINDGREN, RICHARD T.
MACSHANE, JOHN E.
ROTHE, RUSSELL
STEPHENSON, BRUCE
TERION, INC.

OWATONNA
KRIESEL, DEAN H.
SMITH, RYAN

PENGILLY
ESSEN, SUSAN
PETRICH, NICK

PEQUOT LAKES
OLSON, JAMES

PINE ISLAND
LARSON, DAVID L.

PLYMOUTH
PILON, DANIEL D.

PUPOSKY
MAI, MARK A.

RANIER
RAY, GEORGE C.
STAGG, MICHAEL

RAY
BRAGG, JAMES H.
BROECKER, LAWRENCE
BROWN, GARY
CONT. TEL. - MN. INC.
DEGOOD, RALPH (EST)
GTE TELE OPERATIONS
GUTZ, JULIE (EST)
MCGINNIS, L. B.
MEIER, WAYNE
ROMIG, BILLIE D.
SCHAFROTH, EUGENE
STEPHENSON, BRUCE
WEIDEMAN, CLARENCE

RED WING
MULLER, THOMAS L.

REDWOOD FALLS
HOPPKE, SHAWN

RICHFIELD
REID, VALORIE

ROCHERT
NOLAN, BARBARA

ROCHESTER
STREIFF, EVELYN M.

ROCK CREEK
BANTA, DAVID

ROOSEVELT
BANK OF AMERICA
CASTLE, DENEEN
DAUGHTON, CANDYCE
FANSON, JEFFREY A.
FISH, PATRICK
GARD, WILLIAM (EST)
GLEASON, STEVE
HILLAERT, ROBBIN
JOHN, BRANDON K.
JONES, RONALD A.
KRUPICH, MICHELLE
MOYER, L. W. (EST)
PULKRABEK, BRADLEY
PULKRABEK, JACOB P.
SMITH, DANIEL
SMITH, DAVID A.
STOREY, DAVID
ULLYOTT, JOEL
VILAYSONE, LACKKY
WEAVER, GERALD
WOOD, RANAE

ROSEAU
CYRUS, WILLIAM
KNOCHENMUS, PAUL
NEEGARD, RICK (EST)
WALZ, SHELLEY

S INTL FALLS
FARMER, DAVID W.

SAINT CLOUD
BURGESS, RICHARD E.
BURNS, MARY LOU

SAINT MICHAEL
JOHNSON, ROBERT W.

SAINT PAUL
MN POLLUTION CONTROL 	
	 AGENCY
ROCKY POINT RESORT, LLP

SALOL
BAILEY, JANICE

SAUK RAPIDS
SMART, IONE (EST)

SCANDIA
JOHNSON, ALAN H.
SHALEEN, GLENDON L.

SIDE LAKE
BABER, JOSEPH

SOUTH ST PAUL
BEZEK, JOHN M.

STACY
PHILLIPE, RONALD

STEWARTSVILLE
CONWAY, ANTHONY J.

THIEF RIVER FALLS
BRANDT, ROGER
JABLINSKE, JUDY
KEEFE, JEFFREY A.
MILLSOP, STEPHENIE
ROGALLA, JAMES F.

TWO HARBORS
FOSTER, GEORGE H. (EST)

VESTA
MALONE, CLIFFORD W.

VIRGINIA
EBERT, ANN M.
LIABRAATEN, ORVILLE O.
SKUBIC, A. B.

WARREN
CHENEY, AUDREY
GUSTAFSON, JEFF
JONES, ROBERT T.
LUNDGREN, ERLING T.

WARROAD
BAKKE, NORMAN
BANK OF AMERICA
BARRY, DANIELLE
BROWN, STACEY
GRUND, MARY
HELMSTETTER, EVERETT (EST)
HEPPNER, SHERRIE Y.
JARVA, SCOTT
JOHNSON, JOE
LADUKE, STEVEN
LAZNICKA, ROBERT
OBENCHAIN, HARRIET J.
OLSON, BOBBY J.
PEDERSEN, JAMES M.
REGNIER, BRAD
WADEY, DAVID F.

WEST SAINT PAUL
BURKE, MICHAEL P.
GILES, WARREN (EST)
GILES, WARREN K. (EST)

WILLIAMS
ATKINSON, EUGENE E. (EST)
BARRY, DANIELLE
BITZER, ALFRED (EST)
CARSON, TERRY
CASTLE, DENEEN
COLLINS, CINDY

DAHL, JEFF M.
FIELD, HELMER R.
GERRETY, MICHAEL
GONSOROWSKI, LOUIS
HARDWICK, MICHAEL L.
HOEFLER, VINCENT F.
JAROS, FRANK J.
JOHNS, BARRY
JOHNSON, ROGER
KETOLA, ARTHUR
KROEZE, CURTIS (EST)
LAC DU BOIS REALTY, INC.
LALLI, HARRIET
LARSON, MARVIN E.
MCCANN, WILLIAM A.
NAGEL, DAVID
O'BRIEN, KEVIN
OMDAHL, RAY
PEARSON, MARLAN
RAMSEY, ROGER D.
RAYMOND, GEORGE
REMINGTON, TOM (EST)
ROCKY POINT ASSN
SCHOFIELD, VIRGINIA
SKETERS, DORA
TORSETH, JIM
WILLIAMS AREA COMM CNTR

WILLMAR
KENNARD, MARGARET

WOODBURY
MOYER, GEORGE W.

ZIMMERMAN
CLOUTIER, KAREN

For reliable, affordable electricity in our region. 
For cleaner industries across the United States. 
For energy stability in societies around the world.

Project Tundra is helping develop the carbon capture  
technology necessary to meet our global climate goals –  
right in the heart of North Dakota. 

See the video at ProjectTundraND.com
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PROBLEMS 
PAYING 
YOUR 
ELECTRIC 
BILL?
ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE 
MAY BE 
AVAILABLE!
If you recently lost your job or 
had your hours cut, the following 
agencies may be able to help you 
with your electric bill. You may 
have never needed help before, 
but maybe today you do. 

STAFF REPORT – CAPITAL CREDITS
Unclaimed capital credits	
In this month’s Enlightener you will find the published listing of past 
members of North Star Electric who have unclaimed capital credits from 
2014 remaining on our books. If you recognize any of the names listed, 
please have that person or their authorized representative contact 
our office for further instructions on how the unclaimed amounts may 
be distributed. This fall, the capital credits for these individuals that 
remain unclaimed will be donated to local charitable organizations 
(664-16-019-01, Raymond Wood). Please remember, if you ever move 

off the North Star system, it is very important to let us know your current mailing address 
so your capital credit payments continue to reach you.

Budget billing
If you are a member on budget billing, please review your bills when they come in the 
mail. Remember that budget reconciliation payments will be due on July 20. If you have 
questions on your budget billed account, or if you would like to make adjustments to your 
budget payments between now and July 20, please call Patsy at 218-634-2202.

Secure payments
It seems that it is becoming more and more common to hear about payment scams, or 
attempted payment scams, happening to people we know. Sometimes the scammers 
might call a home or 
a business, posing 
as a co-op or utility 
employee, and threaten 
to shut off service 
unless the consumer 
provides immediate 
payment using a debit 
or credit card, gift card 
or online payment 
service like PayPal.  
We don’t want you 
to fall victim to these 
scam artists. Please 
remember we will NEVER call you and ask you for your banking or credit card number for a 
payment over the phone. See the above chart for the payment options we provide or accept.

Robyn Sonstegard 
Finance Manager

LAKE OF THE WOODS COUNTY 
SOCIAL SERVICES
206 8th Ave SE, Suite 200 
Baudette, MN 56623-2895 
634-2642

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY  
ACTION COUNCIL
PO Box 67 
Badger, MN 56714-0067 
800-568-5329

KOOCHICHING COUNTY 
COMMUNITY SERVICES
1000 5th St 
International Falls, MN 56649-2243 
283-7000

KOOTASCA COMMUNITY 
ACTION, INC.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984 
Toll free 877-687-1163 
Direct 218-999-0800 
Fax 218-999-0220

ARROWHEAD ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
703 3rd Ave S 
Virginia, MN 55792 
800-662-5711

OPERATION ROUND UP APPLICATION 
DEADLINE IS MAY 31
The deadline to submit Operation Round Up grant applications is May 
31. Community organizations may apply for a grant by completing 
and returning an application form. Forms are available on North Star's 
website. Grants will be awarded to nonprofit or community-based organizations that 
demonstrate a commitment to enhancing the quality of life in our region (242-13-005-
01, David Zaitz). We would like to say THANK YOU to all the North Star members who 
are participating in the Operation Round Up program. About 80% of the membership is 
contributing to this great cause to help our local communities.
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State law requires that every new 
electrical installation in any construction, 
remodeling, replacement or repair shall file 
a certificate for inspection and be inspected 
by a Minnesota electrical inspector. For 
more information, go to the Minnesota 
Department of Labor and Industries website 
(dli.mn.gov) and go to the electrical page.

Curt Collier 
cgcollier67@gmail.com 

218.966.5070 
Call to set up an appointment 

7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m., Monday - Friday

Ronald Ditsch 
218.779.6758 

Call to set up an appointment 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m., Monday - Friday

LAKE OF THE WOODS, ST. LOUIS  
and KOOCHICHING COUNTIES

ROSEAU COUNTY

CURRENT ELECTRICAL 
INSPECTORS

HOME COOKING
TACO PIE 
A quick, easy meal that is very filling. Some people will also top it with regular taco 
toppings, i.e. lettuce, tomatoes, black olives, etc. It also is great as leftovers for lunches!

INGREDIENTS
•	 1 lb. ground beef
•	 1 medium onion (chopped)
•	 1.25 oz. envelope taco 

seasoning
•	 8 oz. can tomato sauce
•	 16 oz. can refried beans
•	 8 oz. can crescent dinner 

rolls
•	 1 cup tortilla chips (crushed)
•	 2 cups shredded cheddar 

cheese

INSTRUCTIONS
1. � Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. � �Brown ground beef and onion; 
drain.

3. � �Add back to frying pan and stir 
in taco seasoning, tomato sauce 
and refried beans; mix well.

4.  �Press unrolled crescent dough 
onto bottom and up the sides of 
9" pan.

5. � �Sprinkle 3/4 cup crushed chips 
into prepared pie pan.

	 6.	 Spread beef mixture over chips.

	 7.	 Bake for 15 minutes.

	 8.	� Add shredded cheese and top 
with remaining chips.

	 9.	� Bake 15 minutes longer or until 
crust is brown.

From the kitchen of M’liss Erickson

Prep Time
15 mins

Cook Time
30 mins

Total Time 
45 mins

Servings 
8 servings 

Receive a $20 energy 
credit if you submit a 

recipe and it is selected to 
run in a future issue of the 

Enlightener newsletter.

FEDERAL LEGISLATORS
President Joe Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
www.whitehouse.gov  
202-456-1111 

Senator Tina Smith 
720 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
www.smith.senate.gov  
202-224-5641

Senator Amy Klobuchar 
425 Dirksen Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
www.klobuchar.senate.gov  
202-224-3244  
1-888-224-9043 (Minnesota 
office) 
Fax: 202-228-2186 

Congressman Pete Stauber 
126 Cannon House Office Bldg.  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
www.stauber.house.gov 
202-225-6211

Congresswoman Michelle 
Fischbach 
1237 Longworth House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
www.fischbach.house.gov 
202-225-2165  
Fax: 202-225-1593

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
LEGISLATORS
Governor Tim Walz 
Capitol Bldg., Room 130
75 Rev. Dr. Martin  
Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 
800-657-3717  
www.mn.gov/governor 

Senator Tom Bakk 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King  
Jr. Blvd.; Capitol, Room 328 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-8881 
www.senate.mn/members

Senator Paul Utke 
95 University Avenue W.  
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 
3403 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-9651 
sen.paul.utke@senate.mn 
www.senate.mn/members

Senator Mark Johnson 
95 University Avenue W.  
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 
3111 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-5782 
sen.mark.johnson@senate.mn
www.senate.mn/members

Representative Matt Grossell  
227 State Office Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-4265  
rep.matt.grossell@house.mn
www.house.leg.state.mn.us/
members

Representative John Burkel 
309 State Office Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-9635 
rep.john.burkel@house.mn
www.house.leg.state.mn.us/ 
members

Representative Rob Ecklund 
409 State Office Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-2190 
rep.rob.ecklund@house.mn
www.house.leg.state.mn.us/ 
members

NORTH STAR ELECTRIC POLITICAL LEADERS



 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK
TO STAY UP TO DATE
Like your cooperative for outage 
updates during the spring season 
and other useful information. 

/northstarelectric 

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
North Star Electric Co-op donates unclaimed capital credits to local charitable organizations  

UPCOMING 
DATES/EVENTS

31
MAY

02
JUN

North Star Electric’s offices 
will be closed on Monday, 
May 31, in observance of 
Memorial Day.

OFFICE HOURS  |  7:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.  |  MONDAY - FRIDAY 
Baudette 218-634-2202 or 888-634-2202  |  Littlefork 218-278-6658 or 888-258-2008
For credit card payment 855-874-5354  |  Online billing info available via SmartHub app 
Electrical after-hours emergencies 1-888-6OUTAGE (1-888-668-8243)
Email us at nsec@wiktel.com  |  Visit our website at northstarelectric.coop

The Enlightener (USPS 024959), is published monthly by North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.,  
441 St. Hwy 172 N.W., Baudette, MN 56623-0719.

General manager – Josh Compton  |  Editor – Kevin Holen 

Subscription price $1/year. Periodicals postage paid at Baudette, MN 56623. POSTMASTER: Send address 
corrections to The Enlightener, North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc., PO Box 719, Baudette, MN 56623-0719.

Mike Hanson, North Star board director (left), presents an 
unclaimed capital credit check to Christina Daniels, assistant 
director for the Koochiching Food Shelf.

Mike Hanson, North Star board director (right), presents an 
unclaimed capital credit check to Betsy Loop (left), director 
of the Chemotherapy and Infusion Center, and Robert 
Pastor (middle), CEO of the Rainy Lake Medical Center.

North Star will hold its 
next monthly board 
meeting on Wednesday, 
June 2, 2021, if you wish 
to speak to the board.


