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Want to follow load control 
activity in your area? Click on 
“Off peak control information.” 

This web page contains the current status, 
today’s control log, yesterday’s control 
log, archive, load control plans and the 
last switching cycle for each load group 
and double order number. On this site you 

can check the most current information on 
load control as well as past load control. 
Your specific load group information is on 
the lower left hand corner of your electric 
bill. Please remember this is Minnkota’s 
current estimate for controlling load. 
Control plans can and do change several 
times each hour. 

Illustrated above is what Minnkota’s 
website looks like for the current state of 
the load management system. All of load 
group 2.01 is controlled and double order 
12, 13, 19, 20 and 24 of load group 2.02 
are also controlled. 

Check it out on the Internet. Visit North Star’s website: www.northstarelectric.coop.

North Star offices will be closed 
Thursday, Dec. 23, and 

Friday, Dec. 24, for Christmas and 
Friday, Dec. 31, for New Year’s Day.
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North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mission Statement

To improve the lives of our 
member-owners and community 
by responsibly providing electric 

energy and other beneficial services 
while maintaining the very highest 

standards of performance.

Highlights from the Boardroom
These are the highlights from the Board 
of Directors meeting held on Nov. 3. 
The board acted upon usual, routine 
business and voted to select delegates 
for the upcoming year and set Oct. 7, 
2011, for next year’s annual meeting. 

Auditor Dale Kuntz from Eide 
Bailly spent an hour reviewing the 
audit report and provided the opinion 
that the financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the cooperative, 
and the results of its operations were in 
conformity with accounting principles.  
There were no adjusting entries to be 
made.

Staff reports were provided and 
included the financial report, projected 
load control, energy conservation 
rebates, the annual meeting, Operation 
Round Up and the USDA REDLG 
(Rural Economic Development Loan 
& Grant) award to North Star to assist 
with the MState outreach to Baudette 

for the line workers training program.
The draft 2011 Operating Budget 

was reviewed. With significantly rising 
wholesale rates and declining electric 
usage, the average retail rates will be 
increasing, possibly in the range of 12-
13 percent. This would include a 15.5 
percent increase in the price per kWh 
and a 3 percent increase ($1/month) in 
the fixed charge.

Significant discussion was held 
regarding the pressures on wholesale 
rates, the resulting increases and the 
impact on North Star members.  

Detailed minutes are available at 
the cooperative for member review. 
Regular board meetings are generally 
held the first Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board, or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact Manager Dan Hoskins 
at least one week in advance to be 
included on the agenda.

• St. Louis and Koochiching 
 counties:

Bob Orgon 
10111 Roosevelt Rd. S.E. 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
Phone: (218) 556-3829 
Fax: (218) 333-0451 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.)

State law requires that every new electrical installation in any construction, remodeling, replacement 
or repair shall file a certificate for inspection with the State Board of Electricity and be inspected by a  
Minnesota electrical inspector.

• Roseau and Lake of the Woods 
counties:
Scott Stenvik 
16409 State Hwy 1 N.W.  
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 
Phone: (218) 689-5406 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 

• • • • Current electrical inspectors • • • •

Members’ corner
We added a section called the 
members’ corner. What we would like 
is for members to send in questions 
about your electric cooperative, and we 
will answer them for you. Please give 
us your name and a phone number in 
case we need to clarify the question, 
and send them to North Star Electric, 
PO Box 719, Baudette, MN, 56623, 
Attn: Wayne. 

Electric off-peak heating systems must be capable of 500 hours or more of 
interruption each winter season, although this year we are expecting only 270 hours 
of control. “In order to realize the full benefits of the load management program, 
it is very important that our members work with a qualified heating contractor to 
ensure that they have an automatic, adequate and well-maintained backup heating 
system,” said Wayne Haukaas, manager of compliance and member services.

The electric off-peak heating program continues to provide great value to 
members today, just as it did when it was first utilized in the late 1970s. The winter 
heating season is here, and North Star Electric stands ready to assist our members 
with their electric home heating options.

Reliable backup systems a must!
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Manager’s Report
Dan Hoskins 
General Manager

Ladies and gentlemen; I need to talk 
with you, and this is going to be a 
conversation that none of us like. 
Besides that, I’m plum flat tired of 
having these types of discussions with 
you. Now don’t get me wrong, it’s not 

because of you folks. I could talk with you folks all day long, but 
it’s because of the topic that seems to be coming up all the time 
lately: costs! Costs are going up here, costs are going up there, 
costs are going up everywhere! And yes, I have been telling you 
all for the last four or five years that the rates will be increasing, 
and I told you that this year it is because of the Minnkota power 
plant upgrades and they could be significant. And yes, I have told 
you all what the employees of your cooperative are doing to help 
defray our costs. Well, grab a cup of coffee or a cold libation of 
your choice because I’m fixin’ to tell you again!

On Oct. 29, the Minnkota board of directors voted to extend 
the $.005 per kWh surcharge until December of 2011. They 
also voted to increase wholesale energy costs by 5 percent. This 
increase will take place Dec. 20, 2010. Plus, we know that there 
is another larger double-digit wholesale rate increase coming in 
March of 2011, but for now the Minnkota board of directors has 
not voted on that particular issue. That business will take place at 
the January board meeting.

Now you ask, where are all of these Minnkota rate 
increases coming from? Well, as we have told you before, from 
environmental additions to the power plants that were required 
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the state of 
Minnesota’s 25 by 25 Renewable Energy Standard, and the 
Minnesota Conservation Improvement Program. 

The chart provided by one of our colleagues, Lauren Brorby, 
CEO of Red River Valley Cooperative Power, explains it best.

Your cooperative’s employees and board of directors have been 
cutting costs and holding down costs for a number of years. They 
have been doing this through cutting back on employee positions, 
working more efficiently, saving money by utilizing technology, 
planning ahead and maintaining our current electrical plant and 
lines. They are doing all of this with fewer employees also.

Plus, the employee group is working safer to a tune 
of 360,000+ hours of no lost time work, which saves your 
cooperative money. Another thing that happened; I froze 
the wages of all management and employees last year. Your 
employee group understood this remarkably, so the employee 
union group came to the table this past year to negotiate their 
contract and asked for a zero (0) percent raise. I believe that 
shows that this group of professionals is dedicated to our 
member-owners and holding down costs.

But, like anything else, as general manager of North Star 
Electric Cooperative, I need to take care of your/our cooperative 
business (111-13-002-04, Cleo Boroos). We need to do some 
work on the power lines this year by doing a little more 
maintenance, right-of-way clearing, power line reconstruction 
or replacement and we just need to keep our business moving 
forward. So, you see, we have our own needs for a rate increase.

On Dec. 20, we will add $1 to the monthly minimum of your 
power bill, which will change the monthly minimum from $35 
per month to $36. Also, the retail rate increase will be about 16 
percent, and that will come on March 20, 2011. This includes 
what North Star needs to operate, Minnkota’s 5 percent increase 
voted in for December of this year, and the anticipated 17 percent 
Minnkota rate increase for March of 2011.

Now, all of you know I have also been telling you what a 
great product electricity is and what a great value it provides. 
Well, now it is time for you to check and see for yourself. When 
you get your next power bill, look in the top right corner as you 
are looking straight at the bill. There is a box that says Energy 
Use Calculated from Your Meter Readings for the last 19 months. 
This shows you what you have used for each month and whether 
it is off-peak or regular kWh. Now, on the bottom of that box are 
averages for the current month and they state: Average non-off-
peak charge per day and the next line states Average Off-Peak 
Charge per day. Those figures following those statements are 
what it costs you to have electricity per day. Now, do me a favor 
and compare those costs to some of your other daily costs and tell 
us which gives you the most value.

Again, we know these are very turbulent times in the electric 
industry, things are changing rapidly and costs are rising. So, 
from the board of directors and all employees, I would like to 
thank you, our member-owners of North Star, for your patronage, 
your faithful commitment to utilizing North Star service, your 
understanding in this economic and energy crisis and for being a 
member-owner consumer of our product, “electricity.”

One more thing ladies and gentlemen, as we approach the 
celebration of the birth of our Lord, please remember our health, 
the less fortunate, our humility and our unselfishness, and pray 
for peace and harmony throughout the world. So, on behalf of our 
board of directors and all our employees, we would like to wish 
all of you a blessed and Merry Christmas and a prosperous and 
healthy Happy New Year.

God Bless You and Our Troops,
Dan 

What Cost Reason Result

Wind power  
(31% of retail 
energy sales  
on average)

$66 million Minnesota passed law 
requiring 25% power from 
renewable sources by 2025.

The goal has been met sooner than later to 
hopefully save members’ money long term via 
favorable contracts. Wind power is variable, 
helping at times with load control but not 
reliable. However, investment is expensive 
and wholesale power market is depressed 
causing rates to rise.

Power plant 
environmental 
controls

$422 million Required by the federal 
government to use “best 
available control technology” 
for reducing certain 
emissions.

Emissions at power plants are lower, but 
technology is expensive. However, doing so 
has helped secure this baseload, reliable 
electricity for the foreseeable future.

Transmission 
line

$300 million Needed to deliver electricity 
to consumers in a reliable 
manner and a cause-effect 
of adding the required wind.

Another line for delivering reliable electricity 
to members. Transmission lines are very 
expensive to build and the process is difficult.

Wholesale 
power market 
and consumer 
demand

Reduced sales 
and lower market 
prices have led to an 
estimated shortfall of 
$20 million for 2010 
for Minnkota.

The markets are down due 
to the lingering effects of the 
recession.

Excess wind electricity is currently being sold 
below the cost of producing it. Demand for 
electricity still hasn’t rebounded causing a 
revenue shortfall for Minnkota when it sells 
excess electricity into the market.

Why Electric Rates are Rising
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L ocal and state officials, along with area 
residents, gathered together on Nov. 17 
to celebrate two awards received from 

the USDA.
USDA Rural Development State 

Director Colleen Landkamer was present 
and awarded two grants totaling $400,000. 
A $300,000 Rural Economic Development 
Grant (REDG) went to North Star Electric 
to help finance the construction of an elec-
tric line workers school and a $100,000 
Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) 
to the city of Baudette to establish a 
revolving loan fund to finance expansion 
and job creation projects for area small 
businesses.

The ceremony to officially award both 
grants was held at North Star Electric Co-
operative. Public Affairs Specialist Adam 
Czech gave a welcome and congratula-
tions to the receiving parties.

Both awards establish revolving loan 
funds, which means once the initial loans 

are paid back, the city and North Star 
will be able to make additional loans and 
assist other businesses and infrastructure 
projects.

“Both of these grants will help boost 
the economic outlook and create needed 
jobs in the Baudette region,” Landkamer 
said.

“This revolving grant is a great shot 
in the arm for the line workers school 
project,” said Dan Hoskins, North Star 
General Manager.

President of the North Star Electric 
Cooperative Board of Directors, Steve 
Arnesen, said that not only will this grant 
assist in the construction of the line work-
ers school, but when it is revolved in the 
area in future years, this will be benefical 
for the growth or construction of future 
projects (429-10-004-03, Peter Lindema-
nis). He also thanked Dan Hoskins as it 
was his vision to see this happen.

In the United States the average age 

of the current line worker is 52 years old, 
so in the next 10 years many more will 
need to step up. In Minnesota alone, 2,500 
to 3,000 positions will need to be filled in 
the next decade.

“It’s nice to have this partnership 
in the community with people coming 
together to do something we can be proud 
of,” said Lake of the Woods County Board 
Chairman Ed Arnesen.

Economic Development Director 
Mike Reed explained that each of the 28 
students enrolled in the line workers school 
bring $18,000 per year into the communi-
ty. “It’s great to look beyond what we are 
able to have now and see what can happen 
next for our community,” said Reed.

USDA Rural Development also fi-
nances infrastructure, essential community 
facilities, renewable energy, high-speed 
Internet and housing in rural areas.

Article courtesy of The Northern Light.

Local and state officials, along with area residents gathered together Nov. 17 to celebrate two local awards received from the USDA. Those pictured are from left 
to right: Steve Arnesen, President of the North Star Electric Board; Ed Arnesen, Chairman of the Lake of the Woods County Board; Dan Hoskins, North Star General 
Manager; Colleen Landkamer, Rural Development State Director; Rick Rone, Mayor of Baudette; Mike Reed, LOW County Economic Development Director; JoAnn 
Zutz, representing U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson’s office and Val Gravseth, representing U.S. Senator Al Franken’s office.

Celebrating economic growth
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As snowmobiling becomes more popular, 
the number of accidents are increasing. 
Very few accidents occur on Minnesota’s 
trail system. Most accidents occur along 
roads and ditches. Obstacles encountered 
along roads and other cleared rights of way 
can be very dangerous, especially in low 
visibility conditions.

North Star Electric Cooperative and 
the other Minnkota Power Cooperative-
associated systems have poles, guy 
wires, metal enclosures and pedestals 
installed on hundreds of miles of rights 

              of way. When snowmobiling, be 
             aware of these obstacles. Guy 
       wires need special attention as 
they can be difficult to see.

 Some snowmobilers are mistaking 
the private property where electric trans-
mission lines are located for snowmobile 
trails. North Star Electric and the other 
Minnkota-associated systems have been 
granted easements to build and maintain 
lines in these cleared areas, but the land 
still belongs to the landowner. Be sure to 
check with the landowners before snow-
mobiling on their property.

Enjoy snowmobiling in Minnesota, 
but keep safety in mind. Slow down, don’t 
drink and stay alert for obstacles.

❄Snowmobilers❄ 
Beware of hazards! Respect property rights!

Listen to what your mother 
told you; if it sounds too good 

to be true, it probably isn’t true

I am sure that you have heard 
radio ads or have seen ads in 
newspapers and magazines that 

claim they can cut your heating bill 
by up to 50 percent by just buying 
their electric space heater. With the 
high price of heating in northern 
Minnesota, who wouldn’t like to 
do that; I know I would, but the 
key wording in these ads is up to. 
There is a lot of difference between 
50 percent and up to 50 percent. 
The ad that I read explaining the 
way you could do this was to turn 
the heat down in your house to as 
low as 50 degrees and move the 
space heater into the room that was 
occupied. The savings are not in 
the heater; it is the fact that you 
turned the heat in your house down 
to 50 degrees. They claim the space 
heater will not reduce humidity 
or oxygen, which is true, but it is 
also true that the space heater you 
buy at the local hardware store 
doesn’t either. There are 3,413 
Btus for each kilowatt-hour, and 
the only way to get more is with 
heat pump technology. I have not 
seen nor heard of anything like 
that with portable electric heaters. 
In northern Minnesota, during the 
winter, one plug-in space heater is 
not going to heat a 1,000-square-
foot home. My advice is that if you 
have a cold spot in your house and 
$500 burning a hole in your pocket, 
go to your local hardware store, buy 
a space heater for $50 and use the 
other $450 to reinsulate your home 
or give it to your favorite charity.

If you notice a problem with your security light this winter, such as intermittent failure or it remains 
dimmer than normal, you’re not alone. Severe cold weather, specifically -10 degrees or colder, 
may seriously affect the operation of security lights.

The problem involves the formation of a gas in the bulb, which can be hampered by the cold. 
Usually, when the weather warms up, the lights will return to normal operation and will not have to 
be replaced.

If your security light is owned by North Star, we would appreciate it if you could bear with us 
during the coldest spells. If the light does not return to normal operation when the weather warms 
up, please notify our office and we will repair it for you (Baudette 634-2202, Littlefork 278-6658).
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Use space heaters 
safely

Space heaters can be an attractive way to heat up a room or area 
when the weather starts getting colder. However, space heaters can 
be dangerous if used incorrectly. According to Harvard University 
Environmental Health & Safety group, more than 25,000 

residential fires and 6,000 emergency room visits are caused by space 
heaters in the United States every year. 

Approximately one-third of all house fires nationwide occur during 
the cold home-heating season of December, January and February. 
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the major 
cause of these winter fires can be attributed to faulty, improper use and 
maintenance of supplemental heating equipment, such as space heaters.

As part of its Teach Learn Care TLC campaign, Safe Electricity 
urges everyone in the home understand the importance of using space 
heaters safely (708-17-021-02, John Perko).

“Portable heaters must be used with caution, keeping safety a 
priority,” says Mike Ashenfelter, electrical inspector and member of the 
Safe Electricity Advisory Board. “Stay warm and safe, and give space 
heaters space – at least 3 feet from anything that can burn – including 
little fingers!”

Some cities have banned the use of many types of portable space 
heaters. Before purchasing or using any type of space heater, check with 
your local fire department to find out if it is legal in your community. 

Safe Electricity offers the following precautions when using 
electric space heaters:
n Purchase only space heaters that have been safety tested and 
 UL approved. Make sure the unit is equipped with an emergency tip- 
 over shut-off feature and heating element guards. Read and follow all  
 of the manufacturer’s instructions for operation and care. 

n Before using a space heater, make sure your smoke and carbon   
 monoxide detectors are in good working condition. 
n Check to make sure the heater is clean and in good condition, and   
 have all problems professionally repaired. 
n Place heater out of high-traffic areas and on a level, hard, non-  
 flammable floor surface – NOT on carpets, furniture or countertops. 
n Space heaters have one purpose – to provide supplemental heating.  
 Never use them to thaw pipes, cook food, or dry clothing or towels. 
n Remember to keep space heaters at least 3 feet from all combustible  
 liquids like fuel, spray cans and paint, as well as flammable items   
 such as draperies, blankets and sofas. 
n Never allow pets or children near an electric heater. Accidental   
 contact could result in serious shock or burns. 
n Do not overload circuits. Never use extension cords or multiple plugs  
 with a space heater, and make sure the unit is not plugged into the   
 same circuit as other electric appliances. 
n If your space heater is plugged into a ground fault circuit interrupter  
 (GFCI) and the GFCI trips, don’t assume there is something wrong  
 with the GFCI. Immediately stop using the heater until it can be   
 checked by a professional – if not, a serious shock could occur. 
n Never leave space heaters unattended. Turn off your space   
 heater and unplug it before leaving the room or going to bed. 

“Consider replacing older space heaters with newer, safer models,” 
suggests Ashenfelter. “Additionally, look for features that enhance the 
safety of the unit, including an electronic thermostat, which allows 
precise temperature control to avoid overheating.” 

Many people also use electric blankets to keep warm during 
cold winter nights. Before plugging in electric blankets, check for any 
damage and inspect cord for frays, cracks or cuts. Electric blankets 
should not be tucked under the mattress and nothing should be placed on 
top of the blanket while it’s in use, including comforters and bedspreads. 
Never dry clean an electric blanket; the chemicals can damage the 
heating insulation and increase the risk of fire. And pets should never be 
allowed to sleep on the electric blanket.

“In addition to these safety tips, remember that a functioning 
smoke alarm dramatically increases your chances of surviving a fire,” 
reminds Ashenfelter. “Replace the batteries twice a year, and remember 
to practice a home escape plan and share these safety tips with your 
family.”

“Teach Learn Care” TLC is a public service campaign of Safe 
Electricity, an electrical safety public awareness program created and 
supported by a coalition of hundreds of organizations, including electric 
utilities, educators and other entities committed to promoting electrical 
safety. For more information, visit www.safeelectricity.org.

Frequently asked questions
I just had a power surge in my home. Who is responsible to pay for the damage?
That is a question that we get asked several times a year, but mainly during the summer months when we are having lightning storms or high 
winds. 

North Star and Minnkota Power do have liability insurance, but that does not cover acts of God or equipment failure that we do not have 
control over. A good example of this was last spring when there was a fire at the Williams substation. A factory-made welded internal connection 
in a voltage regulator broke, which burned a hole in the side of the voltage regulator, which caused the fire. When this happened, there was a 
fluctuation in voltage, which did cause damage to Minnkota’s, North Star’s and member’s equipment. Minnkota Power did submit a claim to its 
insurance company for the damages. The insurance company denied the claim because there was no way that Minnkota could have prevented the 
internal connection from failing. The members that were affected by this outage had to submit a claim to their insurance company for the damage 
they had at their homes and businesses.

North Star does clear the right of way under its lines, but it is impossible, not to mention undesirable for many members, to have all the 
trees trimmed at all locations all the time. During the summer months, when we have high winds and heavy rain, it is not uncommon for tree 
branches to come in contact with electric wires, which can cause momentary outages on the line. We all know that sometimes trees do go 
through our lines, breaking the wires and poles. When either of these happens, it is not uncommon to have some fluctuation in voltage. 

We must also remember that it is not uncommon for a surge to come from the home itself. The reason for this could be a bad connection 
on the member’s side of the meter. These connections could either be outside on the pole or inside of the member’s electrical panel. Some larger 
appliances in the home switching on and off can also cause smaller surges that over time can cause problems on some electronic equipment. 

The common deductible for homeowners insurance is $500 or $1,000, so be sure to check this before submitting a claim to your insurance 
company. Most of the time your claim for the damages would be smaller than the deductible.
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Lake of the Woods County 
Community Services

P.O. Box G-0200 
Baudette, MN 56623 

634-2642 

Northwest Community 
Action Council

P.O. Box 67 
Badger, MN 56714-0067 

800-568-5329

Koochiching County 
Community Services 

1000 5th St.
International Falls, MN 56649 

283-7000

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc.

2232 2nd Ave. E.
P.O. Box 44 

International Falls, MN 56649 
283-9491 or 800-559-9491

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc.

1213 SE 2nd Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984 

800-422-0312

Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency

702 3rd Ave. S.
Virginia, MN 55792-2797 

800-662-5711

If you are receiving a low income or 
suffering from a temporary financial 
shortfall, the following agencies may 
be able to assist you with your electric 
bill. We urge you to contact them 
immediately to avoid disconnection if 
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Problems paying 
your electric bill?
Energy assistance may be available!

Steve Ellis 
 Baudette District

Operations Supervisor

We will be beginning our annual line 
inspection around the first of the year. So, 
if you see one of our trucks in your yard, 
this is probably what they are doing. On this 
inspection we look for anything that may 
cause us problems, now or in the future, and 
we will also be checking meters.

Trees, as always, continue to be one of 
North Star’s biggest problems in times of 
wind, snow, ice, storms or just natural growth. 
Like most people, we like trees, but they 
have their place and that is not under or near 
electric power lines. Trees near the lines cause 
blinking lights, power outages and difficulty 
when repairing lines. They are also a potential 
electrocution hazard to anyone touching 
them if they are in contact with high-voltage 
overhead lines. We will be spending time this 
winter cutting and clearing the right of way of 
trees that are a potential problem. If you have 
a tree issue you would like to discuss, please 
contact us.

Crews will be working in the Baudette 
to Clementson area this winter clearing the 
right of way along State Highway 11 east of 
Baudette. This is being done in preparation for 
North Star’s 2011 construction work plan and 
the MNDOT 2011 road construction project. 

This line from east of 
Baudette to Border 
will be replaced with 
a larger conductor 
and taller poles.

We will also be 
stepping down voltage on an underground line 
from the Williams range line to Norris Camp.

We have had Chapman Metering testing 
and replacing all three-phase meters on our 
system. These meters will be replaced with 
AMR meters.

New service plans, anyone? If you plan 
on building, or just simply need to upgrade 
your existing service, please contact us well in 
advance so your project may be scheduled in 
our work plans.

GSOC (Gopher State One-Call)… If you 
plan to do any digging, please remember it 
is the law that you MUST contact GSOC. The 
ground is crawling with more than worms; it 
is full of wires and cables of all kinds! To save 
yourself, and most likely many others, and the 
inconvenience and cost of a dig in, please plan 
your project well in advance, and notify GSOC 
first!...1-800-252-1166.

Until next time, stay safe!

innkotaMCEO Loer retires

After 43 years as 
a Minnkota Power 
Cooperative employee 
and more than 20 years 
as president & CEO, 
David Loer retired Jan. 
7, 2011.

Loer grew up on a 
farm near Humboldt, 

Minn., and attended Stephen High School. He 
graduated with honors from the University 
of North Dakota, where he earned both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting. 
He wrote and successfully passed the certified 
public accountant (CPA) exam in 1966.

During his career at Minnkota, Loer 
served on several industry committees and 
boards, allowing him to be both an educator 
and a spokesperson in the industry. In 1995, 
he received the Toastmasters International 
Communication and Leadership Award, which 
recognized his ability to speak to diverse 
audiences about topics such as the value of 
coal-based power generation and other energy-
related issues. He was honored by the electric 
industry with the Nikola Tesla Award in 2001 

and the Ambassador of Lignite Award in 2010.  
During Loer’s tenure, Minnkota has 

consistently ranked as one of the lowest 
cost wholesale electric energy suppliers in 
the nation. The Milton R. Young Station, 
located near Center, N.D., has been a key 
to maintaining safe, reliable and affordable 
electricity for Minnkota and its member-
owner cooperatives. Minnkota also set several 
generation records at the Young Station during 
Loer’s term.

Loer’s legacy includes what he did to 
help the cooperative be positioned well after 
he leaves. Under his leadership:
• The Minnkota Joint System has   
 met renewable energy standards and   
 objectives;
• Minnkota’s future energy supply has   
 been secured through at least 2030;
• The cooperative has begun building a  
 new transmission line to transport both  
 baseload and renewable energy to its   
 service area;
• The Young Station has undergone   
 upgrades to meet current federal   
 emission control standards.

Loer and his wife, Judi, who reside in 
East Grand Forks, Minn., have four children 
and 13 grandchildren.

North Star would like to wish Dave a 
happy and healthy retirement.



Merry C hristmas and Happy New Year!

HappyHolidayS from all of us 
at North Star

Compliance & Member Services 
Wayne Haukaas Manager of Compliance 
 & Member Services (B)  
Kevin Holen Member Service Electrician (B)  
Jim Kuehl Part-time Groundskeeper/Handyman (B) 

Line Crew
Allan Baumgartner  Operations Supervisor (L)  
Steve Ellis Operations Supervisor (B)  
Bruce Petersen Line Foreman (L)  
Ron Lee Line Sub-Foreman (L)  
Gary Hull Line Sub-Foreman (B)  
Marty Mollberg Line Foreman (B)  
Todd Thydean Lead Lineman (L)  
Tim Pelach Lead Lineman (B)  
Rich Grotberg Lineman (L)  
Glen Marcotte Lineman (L)  
Dan Dobson Lineman (B)  
Todd Higgins Lineman (B)  
Matt Brown Lineman (L)  
Brad Dolinski Purchasing Agent/CAD Draftsman (B)  

(B) signifies Baudette and (L) signifies Littlefork

Board Members
Steve Arnesen, President  District 1 
Bruce Polkinghorne, Vice President District 7 
Mike Hanson, Secretary-Treasurer District 5 
Julian Brzoznowski District 8 
Mike Trueman District 2 
L.J. Anderson  District 4 
Lorraine Nygaard  District 6 
Randy Bergan  District 3

General Manager
Dan Hoskins General Manager 

Office Personnel
Ann Ellis Manager of Finance and Administration (B)  
Patsy Olson Billing Coordinator (B)  
Kathy Senti Work Order Clerk (B)  
Susan Williams District Office Supervisor (L)  
Robyn Sonstegard Bookkeeper/Assistant Office Manager (B)  
Tessa Pepera CSR/Billing Clerk (B) 
Carolyn Mastin Part-time CSR (L)


