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HIGHLIGHTS

Prize winners
$ 50 – Lynette Walters        
$ 50 – Della Lehto       
$ 50 – Edward Town        
$ 50 – Monte Saeland          
$ 50 – Glen Hazelton        
$100 – Thomas A. Smith         
$100 – Charles Tuminello         
$100 – Kenneth Rohl         
$100 – Arlin Trelstad       

$100 – Rodney Bergstrom        
$100 – Andy Timmer         
$100 – Karen Schrader       
$100 – Kenneth Perala      
$100 – Dennis Vohler      
$100 – Sam Hege         
$250 – Del Peterson        
$500 – Earl Larson

We had 155 
members 

register for 
the meeting.

The Sloughgrass Band from Birchdale entertained 

the crowd before the meeting.

Before the annual meeting about 325 members 
enjoyed an excellent meatball dinner prepared 
by the Littlefork Lutheran Church Women.

Holger Olesen sang the national anthem to start the meeting. Dan Hoskins welcomed the members to the meeting.

In this issue:

Highlights continued on page 8
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Mission Statement

To improve the lives of our 
member-owners and community 
by responsibly providing electric 

energy and other benefi cial services 
while maintaining the very highest 

standards of performance.

Highlights from the BOARDROOM

• St. Louis and Koochiching 
 counties:

Bob Orgon
10111 Roosevelt Rd. S.E.
Bemidji, MN 56601
Phone: (218) 556-3829
Fax: (218) 333-0451
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.)

State law requires that every new electrical installation in any construction, remodeling, replacement 
or repair shall fi le a certifi cate for inspection with the State Board of Electricity and be inspected by a 
Minnesota electrical inspector.

• Roseau and Lake of the Woods 
counties:
Scott Stenvik
16409 State Hwy 1 N.W. 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Phone: (218) 689-5406
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 

• • • • Current electrical inspectors • • • •
Members’ corner

We added a section called members’ 
corner. What we would like is for 
members to send in questions about 
your electric cooperative, and we will 
answer them for you. Please give us 
your name and a phone number in 
case we need to clarify the question, 
and send them to North Star Electric, 
PO Box 719, Baudette, MN, 56623, 
Attn: Wayne. 

These are the highlights from the 
board of directors’ Oct. 5 meeting. In 
addition to routine business, the board 
voted to accept the audit report, to pay 
discounted capital credits to estates 
applying during the next year, and to 
approve the Electric Load Forecast 
Study.

Staff reports included the financial 
report, the September capital credit 
payments, the phone and security 
system upgrades, load management, 
high bill inquiries, energy star rebates, 
distributed generation, the annual 
meeting, the wind energy surcharge, the 
conversion of the Norris Camp line to a 
lower voltage to reduce the outages and 
extend the life of the cable, completion 
of the RESAP (Rural Electric Safety 

Achievement Program), strategic 
planning, favorable claims history, 
the impact of higher electric rates in 
Minnesota and an update of the EPA’s 
intent to take over the Regional Haze 
plan, already approved by the state 
of North Dakota and implemented by 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, to meet 
the requirements of the Clean Air Act.

Detailed minutes are available at 
the cooperative for member review.  
Regular board meetings are generally 
held the first Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board, or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact Manager Dan Hoskins 
at least one week in advance to be 
included on the agenda.

GOPHER STATE
ONE CALL

It’s the LAW
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

Minnesota Statewide One Call

Notifi cation Center

1-800-252-1166

North Star offi ce
will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24, 
and Friday, Nov 25,
in observance of  
Thanksgiving.
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Manager’s Report
Dan Hoskins
General Manager

Ladies and gentlemen, I witnessed 
a miracle on Sept. 9, 2011, and the 
miracle, if you can believe this, was 
assisted by electricity. My wife and I 
and our son-in-law, Scott Lochner, were 

sitting in the North Memorial Hospital in Maple Grove, Minn., 
which we arrived at about 5 p.m., but was seven hours after Scott 
and our daughter, Brittany, had arrived.

Our daughter was in the hospital bed with IVs and a monitor 
hooked up to her that read her blood pressure, pulse, heart rate 
and the heart rate of the package she was carrying. She had all 
the emergency communication equipment such as telephone, 
intercom and warning buzzer close by her side. The monitor also 
showed labor pains on a graph as they came and went.

Now I am wondering, whatever happened to the piece of 
rawhide between the teeth and sitting out in the back 40 behind 
a tree? Anyway, electricity showed us everything and that things 
were running smoothly and even when it was time for a labor 
pain. The monitor graph would start to rise and she could push 
a button for medication or just ride right through it. She made 
me very proud because a lot of times she rode it out and hardly 
complained at all.

I didn’t know what I was witnessing until later, and I will 
fill you in on that in a minute. But first I need to tell you that 
I have seen electricity used at its very best. Most of us think 
about this product as a common household hired man, that when 
called upon, does anything connected to it. But, when I saw this 
electricity in the hospital and at its best, it makes you wonder, 
what was having a baby like 200 years ago? It had to be one of 
the most difficult things ever done by any one lady, outside of 
letting your son die on a cross. 

Anyway, back to our daughter. Her water broke at about 9 a.m. 
that morning and she arrived at the hospital about 10 a.m. So at 
this point she had been in labor at that hospital for about 15 hours 
and we were all getting concerned and the doctor had even stated 
her concern. At about 1 a.m., on Friday, Sept. 9, the decision to 
have the baby cesarean section was made by Brittany and her 
doctor. If I remember it right, the doc asked Britt if she was OK 
with C-section, and after 15 hours of labor and never losing her 
sense of humor she stated, “Let’s get this show on the road!”

So, one more hour later, at 2:07 a.m., and after 16 hours of 
labor, our grandson, Hudson James, made his first appearance 

into this world through the skills of a doctor, a couple of nurses 
and a drug guy (Actually an anesthesiologist, but I couldn’t spell 
it). Now you know why I believe in miracles. That baby that 
comes from the womb of a lady is the greatest miracle that has 
ever been bestowed upon the human race. 

What I realized is the classic battle between mom and baby 
at birth, but I didn’t realize it until after Hudson had arrived; 
all 22 inches in length and 9 pounds 12 ounces of him. Then it 
hit me, mom (Brittany) was saying that you are a big boy and I 
don’t know if my body will do this and Hudson was pushing and 
probably thinking, (because I’m his grandpa and he’s related to 
me, that’s how I kinda know what he was probably thinking) let 
me the heck out of here; it’s dark, I’m hungry, there ain’t no room 
in here, and I wanna see my mommy and daddy!

Anyway, all went well and Hudson, from fear of infection, had 
to stay in the nursery with IVs and a monitor (more electricity) 
hooked to him for a couple of days, but mom joined us in the 
hospital room where she also was put on antibiotics and a 
monitor (Joel Krupicka, 786-06-017-10). As I sat there looking at 
my daughter as the nurse was explaining all the gadgets that she 
could push, ring or call, it made me feel real good again about 
this product we sell called electricity.

A couple days later as we all sat around in the room, yes 
Hudson got to join us, well guess what, the power went out. 
Wouldn’t ya just know it, a power outage! But as I walked the 
halls with my son-in-law, and grandma and daughter sat admiring 
that husky young lad, the lights came back on after about 35 
minutes. And everything was fine again.

In closing, electricity is the greatest product in the world and 
I have mentioned this fact to you folks a number of times, but 
when you see it in action and don’t take it for granted, it really 
makes you proud that you are associated with the industry. As for 
my new grandson, well he’s still learning his schedule that his 
mommy and daddy are trying to put him on. If he’s got any of his 
grandpa’s blood in him, he will give them a run for their money! 
Hehehe!

Have a blessed and happy Thanksgiving and enjoy your 
families. We sure are and we have one more member of the 
family this year; Hudson James Lochner.

God Bless You and Our Troops (and Hudson James Lochner 
and his momma and papa), 

Dan 

The value is electric!
One tank of gas for your car

20 gallons at $3.59/gallon = $71.80

More than 21 days of electricity
for your entire home = $71.80*

*Based on North Star Electric average residential usage of 875 kWh per month at
the residential rate of $.113/kWh + temporary wind energy surcharge of $.005/kWh
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Pole testing and changing 
American Energy Services has just 

finished testing around 3,500 poles in the 
Williams area west of Baudette. Last year, 
they tested 3,688 in the Littlefork service 
area, which includes Loman. We will now 
skip a year and not test to give our crews a 
chance to get all the rejected poles changed 
out with new ones. This program is set up 
on a 10-year rotation throughout our entire system.

Right-of-way clearing
Central Applicators applied herbicide to our right-of-way in 

the Ash Lake area, Ash River, Ray and Ericsburg, along with the 
Williams area and west of Baudette power lines. They also have 
a three-man crew clearing power lines up on Rainy Lake and a 
portion on the east side of Lake Kabetogama.  

Staff Report

Allan Baumgartner
Littlefork District 

Operations Supervisor

Work plan and improvements
Our crews finished up the NOvA project down the Ash 

River Trail, and along with some help from a contractor, replaced 
underground lines along County Road 78 and County Road 33 
near the Littlefork substation. Our 2012 Work Plan calls for us to 
upgrade power lines between Lake Kabetogama and the Ash River 
Trail, and the Highway 65 power line south of Littlefork. Our crews 
will also be working on the Highway 11 road improvement job 
between Indus and Loman along with Baudette line crews.

New services
New service numbers have been down the past few years along 

with the service upgrades. In September, our crews finished the 
9½-mile-long new service to a MnDOT communications tower out 
on the Sturgeon River Road west of Big Falls. It sounds like others 
will be going up in our service areas, like this one and the one the 
Baudette crew built this year along Highway 72.

Safety
Remember to be familiar with the location of overhead power 

lines on and along your property. In the case of downed power lines 
– stay away! Keep others away until our linemen arrive to fix the 
problem. You can never be sure if the downed lines are energized or 
not, even if you or your neighbors are out of power.

Electric or propane: which 
is the best heating value

With the price of propane about 20 percent higher than last 
year we are receiving several calls about which is cheaper 
off-peak electric or propane. The answer this year is the same 
as last year: off-peak electric is still the best heating value. Of 
course, if you have a new, super-efficient propane furnace, the 
costs are closer, but off-peak electric is still cheaper even with 
the temporary wind energy surcharge. 

The efficiency of a propane furnace varies greatly 
depending on what type of propane furnace you have. The 
older style furnace with a standing pilot is only about 60 percent 
efficient, the mid-range furnace with electronic ignition is about 
80 percent efficient and the newer super-efficient furnace is 
about 90 percent efficient. The efficiency of these furnaces 
has been tested under ideal lab conditions and generally can’t 
be duplicated after they have been installed in the home. The 
new, super-efficient furnace that has been properly installed in 
a home does come close to the furnaces that were tested in 
the lab. 

So at what price would you need to buy propane to equal 
the price of off-peak electric? Once again it depends on what 
furnace you are using. Remember that you need to average the 
price of propane that you bought over the entire year, not just 
use the summer fill price and don’t forget to include the tank 
rental fee. If you had a furnace with a standing pilot, the price 
per gallon would need to be $1.03 per gallon, with a furnace 
with electronic ignition, the price would need to be $1.37 per 
gallon and a super-efficient furnace, the price would need 
to be under $1.55 per gallon. The average price of propane 
per gallon in the North Star Electric system in October was 
$2.24, so you can see that off-peak electric heat is still the best 
heating value for your home or business. You are a member-
owner of North Star Electric Cooperative so it only makes 
sense for you to buy from a company that you already own.

How to apply:How to apply:

1. Purchase LED holiday plug-in (not battery 
 operated) lights and decorations in 2011.
2.  Complete this coupon and submit it to North Star Electric 

Cooperative by Dec. 31, 2011, with your original sales receipt 
and the LED packaging showing the LED logo and number of 
lights per string.

3. Strings must be 100 or fewer lights.
4. $3/string of lights, maximum of 5 strings per customer. Rebate  
  cannot exceed price of LED string per package.

Number of Strings Rebate per string Total Rebate

Name

Account #

Address

City/Zip Phone #
Mail to:

North Star Electric Cooperative • P.O. Box 719 • Baudette, MN 56623

Working together to save energy

S A V E R S
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Earlier this year, on a cold January morning, fire officials 
determined that an electric space heater claimed the lives of 
5-year-old and 9-year-old sisters in Grantville, Ga., in a fire that 
destroyed the family’s home. Despite repeated search and rescue 
efforts, smoke and flames from the fire prevented the location and 
rescue of the two young victims. Officials discovered there were no 
working smoke detectors in the home. Should a fire start in your 
home, smoke detectors can save lives, but you can also take steps 
to prevent fires.

“With winter on its way, many people will be getting out 
electric blankets and space heaters to help them stay warm. They 
may provide needed comfort, but they can also be deadly if they 
are not used with care,” cautions Molly Hall, director of the Safe 
Electricity program (Benjamin Bleess, 121-29-004-03).

Space heaters need space all around them to be able to 
circulate air safely. Place space heaters on a level surface away from 
areas where they could be bumped and knocked over and at least 3 
feet away from flammable materials — including drapes, furniture 
and clothing. Never leave a space heater unattended or running 
while you sleep.

Before using a space heater, inspect the cord for any cracks or 
worn spots. If any are found, replace the cord or the heater. Avoid 
using extension cords. If one is necessary, use a heavy duty cord 
marked with a power rating at least as high as the heater. Take care 
to avoid overloading circuits.

If you are planning to buy a portable space heater, look for one 
that has been tested and labeled by a nationally recognized testing 
facility and that has all of the following safety features:
• Tip-over switch that automatically shuts off the heater if it 

falls over.
• Protective grill to prevent anyone from touching the 

heating elements.
• Sealed heating elements encased in metal or ceramic.

Also inspect your electric blankets before use this year. 
Replace any electric blanket that is worn or torn, has a frayed 
electric cord, or has a damaged temperature control. Consider 
replacing electric blankets that are more than 10 years old, 
since their wiring can be damaged by ordinary wear and tear.

Folding, creasing and sitting or lying on top of an electric 
blanket can damage the internal coils. Replace any blanket where 
the embedded heating wires have been displaced or damaged. 
Check by holding the blanket up to light; the wires should be 
evenly spaced and should not touch each other anywhere. If you 
have any doubt about its safety, throw it out.  

Turn your electric blanket off when not in use. Many older 
models have no internal temperature control to shut the blanket off 
when it gets too hot; if your blanket has no such internal control, 
consider replacing it with a newer model.

Also, refrain from using more than one electric blanket 
(or heating pad) at a time, and do not pile toys, pillows or other 
materials on top of an electric blanket. Excessive heat may build up 
to the point where the blanket could ignite. Unplug your blanket if 
you smell smoke or if any scorching is evident; discoloration of the 
blanket may indicate that it is burning internally.

Never wash or dry clean an electric blanket. The cleaning 
process may damage the internal coils and the heating insulation, 
which increases the risk of fire. Never use an electric blanket that is 
wet, and do not turn an electric blanket on to dry it out.  

“Whether it’s electric blankets, heaters or wiring, protect your 
home and family,” Hall urges. “Check the operation of your home’s 
smoke detectors. Check detectors every month, and replace the 
batteries twice a year. Also, develop and practice an escape plan. 
A good plan is known by all household members and includes an 
outside meeting location away from danger of the fire.”

Safe Electricity wants everyone to take steps to stay safe and 
comfortable this winter. Learn more at SafeElectricity.org.

Safely using space heaters and electric blankets

Members who plug in an electric space 
heater to keep warm in one room for 
just an hour a day should not notice 
a big increase in their electric bill. A 
space heater plugged in for one hour a 
day would use 45 kWh per month or 
about $5.30 in electricity.

On the other hand, put that same 
space heater out in the well house or 
shed and let it run 24 hours a day for 
the month; you would be billed for 
1,080 kWh or $127.44 in energy.  

Other electric heating appliances 
operate the same way. A stock tank 
heater for cattle or horses will run much 
of the time when it is located out in the 
cold. A 1,000-watt heater will cost you 
11.8 cents per hour to operate. This 
sounds low, but if it did not shut off, 
it would use 720 kWh or $84.96 per 
month to operate. If you have multiple 
tank heaters in use, you’ll have to 
multiply that amount by the number of 
tank heaters. 

Other appliances, like warm 
doggy’s beds, dog water bowls, heated 
bird baths, etc., will consume energy 
when used in cold weather. However, 
most of these appliances have much 
smaller wattages of 12 to 250 watts each. 
Check individual appliance wattages to 
determine energy use.

For more information call North 
Star Electric and ask for the member 
service department. 

Space heaters can dramatically increase your electric bill



6 North Star Enlightener • November 2011

AAdding iinsulatiion to yoour home can pay foor itself in savings
Evaluating your need for an insulation upgrade

Listen to what your mother told you: If it sounds too good to be true, it probably isn’t true!
I am sure that you have heard radio ads or have seen ads in newspapers and magazines that claim they can cut your heating bill by up to 50 
percent by just buying their electric space heater. With the high price of heating in northern Minnesota, who wouldn’t like to do that; I know 
I would, but the key wording in these ads is up to. There is a lot of difference between 50 percent and up to 50 percent. The ad that I read 
explaining the way you could do this was to turn the heat down in your house to as low as 50 degrees and move the space heater into the 
room that was occupied. The savings are not in the heater; it is the fact that you turned the heat in your house down to 50 degrees. They claim 
the space heater will not reduce humidity or oxygen, which is true, but it is also true that the space heater you buy at the local hardware store 
doesn’t either. There are 3,413 Btus for each kilowatt-hour, and the only way to get more is with heat pump technology. I have not seen nor 
heard of anything like that with portable electric heaters. In northern Minnesota, during the winter, one plug-in space heater is not going to heat 
a 1,000-square-foot home. My advice is that if you have a cold spot in your house and $400 burning a hole in your pocket, go to your local 
hardware store, buy a space heater for $50 and use the other $350 to reinsulate your home or give it to your favorite charity.

–– Wayne Haukaas

Adding insulation can help reduce your heating costs and make 
your home more comfortable. Many older homes have less 
insulation than those built today. As a result, many homes are 
likely to use more energy, which makes for higher heating and 
cooling bills.

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, heating and 
cooling account for 50 to 70 percent of the energy used in the 
average American home. Inadequate insulation is one of the 
leading causes of energy waste in most homes.

“Now is a good time to take stock of options to lower 
home energy bills and improve comfort — including upgrading 
your insulation, which can put money back into your pocket,” 
explains Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Education 
Council. Some insulation upgrades also qualify for a tax credit 
of up to $500 or 10 percent of the cost of insulation you add to 
your existing home (Stephanie Delack, 556-46-024-09). The 
credits are available through the end of this year.

It is usually easiest to add insulation to the attic, so that’s 
a good place to start. A quick rule of thumb in checking the 
attic — if you can see the ceiling joists, you do not have enough 
insulation and should add more. Ceiling joists are usually at 
most 10-11 inches, and insulation should be a minimum of 12 
inches. So if the insulation is well above the floor joists, you 
probably have enough and adding more may not be cost-
effective. 

Then, look under your floors. The Department of Energy 
recommends that you look at the underside of any floor over an 
unheated space like a garage, basement or crawl space. Adding 
insulation to exterior walls can be more difficult because of 
access, but you can check what is currently there by turning off 
the power to an electrical outlet on the wall, removing the cover 
plate and using a flashlight to look into the space around the 
outlet box. Also, be sure to check ductwork and pipes that run 
through unheated or uncooled spaces in your home — like attics 
and crawl spaces. They can be insulated to save energy as well.

What does the insulation look like — loose fibers, granules, 
batts? The thickness of insulation and the material with which 
it is made contribute to its R-value. R-value indicates resistance 
to heat flow. The higher the R-value is, the better the insulation 
ability. The Department of Energy provides a simple form that 

provides R-value recommendations based on house status, fuel 
type and house location. It can be accessed at www.ornl.gov/sci/
roofs+walls/insulation/ins_16.html. 

Visit the Energy Education Council’s www.EfficiencyResource.
org site to find a video illustrating how insulation and air leaks can 
impact energy use and cost, as well as comfort. The site also has 
numerous links to tax credits and rebates, incentives and programs, 
presentations, articles and more. An energy savings calculator 
helps consumers evaluate planned upgrades, and online games for 
children help them learn about energy. There is also a checklist for 
the entire family to participate in making the home energy efficient.
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Lake of the Woods County
Community Services

P.O. Box G-0200
Baudette, MN 56623

634-2642 

Northwest Community
Action Council

P.O. Box 67
Badger, MN 56714-0067

800-568-5329

Koochiching County
Community Services 

1000 5th St.
International Falls, MN 56649

283-7000

Kootasca Community 
Action, Inc.

2232 2nd Ave. E.
P.O. Box 44

International Falls, MN 56649
283-9491 or 800-559-9491

Kootasca Community 
Action, Inc.

1213 SE 2nd Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984

800-422-0312

Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity Agency

702 3rd Ave. S.
Virginia, MN 55792-2797

800-662-5711

If you are receiving a low income or 
suffering from a temporary fi nancial 
shortfall, the following agencies may 
be able to assist you with your electric 
bill. We urge you to contact them 
immediately to avoid disconnection if 
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Problems paying 
your electric bill?
Energy assistance may be available!

Senator Al Franken
309 Hart Senate Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.franken.senate.gov 
202-224-5641 
Fax: 202-224-0044 

Senator Amy Klobuchar
302 Hart Senate Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.klobuchar.senate.gov 
202-224-3244 
1-888-224-9043 (Minnesota offi ce)
Fax: 202-228-2186 

Congressman Chip Cravaack
508 Cannon House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
www.cravaack.house.gov
202-225-6211 
Fax: 202-225-0699

Congressman Collin Peterson
2211 Rayburn House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
www.collinpeterson.house.gov
202-225-2165 
Fax: 202-225-1593

Senator Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 147
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-8881
sen.tom.bakk@senate.mn

Senator Tom Saxhaug
75 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 135
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-4136
sen.tom.saxhaug@senate.mn

Senator LeRoy Stumpf
75 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 145
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-8660
sen.leroy.stumpf@senate.mn

Representative Tom Anzelc 
307 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

North Star Electric Cooperative Political Leaders

State of Minnesota legislatorsFederal legislators
651-296-4936 
rep.tom.anzelc@house.mn

Representative David Dill 
273 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190 
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn

Representative Dan Fabian

431 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-9635 
rep.dan.fabian@house.mn

Representative Tom Rukavina 
303 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-0170 
888-682-3205
rep.tom.rukavina@house.mn

North Star Electric Cooperative’s

Co-op
Connections Card

is being revitalized
Here are a few of the businesses 
participating in the Co-op Card. See 
more online at www.nse.coop or 
www.connections.coop 
• AmericInn of Baudette
• Falls Lumber Company
• Voyageur Motel
• Nancy’s Beauty Shop

We are actively seeking more 
member-owned businesses to 
participate in the local program in 
an effort to help them AND help our 
members. Contact North Star Electric 
Co-op for more information.  

*Co-op Connections Card 
Business Spotlight*

Border Bait 
Company

3371 State Hwy 172 NW, Baudette, Minn.
Open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 7 days a week - 

may change with seasons.

“Bait, gas, groceries, gifts & much 
more!”

Show your Co-op Card and receive 
20% off t-shirts and hoodie sweatshirts 

(excluding sale items)

Phone: 218-634-1180



Operation Round Up
application deadline
is Nov. 30
The deadline to submit Operation Round Up 
grant applications is Nov. 30. Community 
organizations may apply for an Operation 
Round Up grant by completing and returning 
an application form, available at either 
North Star offi ce or from a director of the 
North Star Electric Community Trust Board 
members. The directors are Peter Granger, 
Gretchen Thompson, Margie Sporlein, Zelpha 
Crawford, Mary Ellen Lehman, Julie Lepisto 
and Sande Moyer.

Grants will be awarded to nonprofi t 
or community-based organizations that 
demonstrate a commitment to enhancing 
the quality of life in our region.

We would like to say THANK YOU to all 
the North Star members who are participating 
in the Operation Round Up program. About 80 
percent of the membership is contributing to 
this great cause to help our local communities.

Holidays are a festive time of year, with 
gifts, fun decorations, family visits and lots 
of laughter. But they can also ring in extra 
energy use for heating, decorative lights and 
more. So what steps can you take to make 
sure the holidays don’t leave a surprise “gift” 
on your next electric bill?

One of the most popular ways to save 
energy without dimming holiday cheer is 
switching to light-emitting diode (LED) 
holiday lights. These long-lasting and energy 
efficient lights have been used for years in 
vehicles to let you know when you’re low on 
gas or need an oil change. Over the past few 
years, prices have dropped low enough to 
make these bulbs cost-effective for decorative 
use. 

On the plus side, LEDs last longer than 
traditional incandescent lights. They run cool 
and colors don’t fade over time. Best of all, 
they use about one-tenth of the energy for the 
same amount of light. 

The news isn’t all cheery. Decorative 
LEDs cost much more than strands of 
typical lights – up to $40 or more to outfit 

a tree, according to Consumer Reports, an 
independent product tester. But over time, the 
higher investment pays off. When Consumer 
Reports compared LEDs and incandescent 
holiday lights in 2007, they found LEDs use 
between 1 and 3 kWh of energy, compared 
to between 12 to 105 kWh for traditional 
lights. This translates into a savings of up 
to $11 every year. Because LEDs are more 
durable, lasting more than 4,000 hours while 
incandescent bulbs burn out by the 2,000 hour 
mark, the initial investment pays dividends 
over the long haul.

Whether or not you fork out extra bucks 
to switch to LEDs, it’s a good idea to turn 
off your holiday lights before you go to 
bed. Consider installing timers to reduce the 
amount of time your holiday lights are on. 
Just 10 incandescent strands lit for 13 hours 
a day can easily add more than $50 to an 
electric bill. Limit light displays to no more 
than six hours nightly.

Lights aren’t the only holiday addition 
impacting your electric bill – family guests 
add to your costs, too. Because everyone 

wants to stay toasty during colder holiday 
months, heating usually accounts for the lion’s 
share of cold-weather energy costs. Extra 
guests translate into extra water to heat for 
showers. 

Make sure to set your thermostat as low 
as comfort permits. Each degree above 68 
degrees adds 2 to 3 percent to the amount of 
energy needed to heat your home. Conversely, 
you’ll save by lowering your thermostat (and 
leaving it there).

You can expect extra guests to strain your 
electric water heater – folks often take longer 
showers in colder weather, increasing water-
heating costs. Before guests arrive, consider 
installing a low-flow showerhead to reduce 
the amount of water used, and try to keep 
showers to six minutes or less.

Finally, in the average home, 75 percent 
of the electricity used to power electronic gifts 
and gadgets is used while the products are off. 
This phantom power use can be avoided by 
unplugging the items or using a power strip. 

To learn more about ways to cut home 
energy use, visit www.togetherwesave.com.

enjoy an evergreen holiday season
Get the most out of energy during the holidays John Bruce, NRECA

A good-sized crowd attended the meeting.

Tom Anzelc spoke with the members.

Dan Hoskins, North Star Electric General Manager, 

presented Earl Larson with the grand prize $500 

energy credit.

CONTINUED


