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North Star Electric 
offices will be closed 

Tuesday, Nov. ��, 
in observance of Veteran’s Day

A perfect fit
We recently reached an agreement 

with Minnesota Power on a deal 
that represents a truly win-win 
situation for both Minnkota and 

Minnesota Power – and a perfect fit. 
It is not often that a deal like this fits 

together so well, but this is an example 
of two organizations who have worked 
together for more than 30 years and have 
a high level of trust in each other. The 
agreement benefits power supply for both 
organizations, and the benefits of the deal 
will extend well into the next decade. 

Since 1977, Square Butte Electric Co-
operative has owned the Young 2 electric 
generating station and the direct current 
(DC) transmission system, which delivers 
Young 2 energy to the Arrowhead Termi-
nal near Duluth, Minn. During the past 
31 years, Minnkota and Minnesota Power 
have been exclusive wholesale electricity 
customers of Square Butte. Beginning in 
2009, the output of Young 2 will be al-
located 50 percent to each customer. 

Recent Power Requirement Studies 
indicate that Minnkota is going to need 
more baseload electric generation, likely 
coal, to supply the 11 member-owners 
with their required electricity by 2015. 
For the past three years Minnkota and 
other utilities have been studying the 
possibility of building a third unit at the 
Young Station site to fill that energy 
requirement. 

Minnesota Power, along with other 
utilities, including North Star, who serve 

customers in Minnesota, will also be 
required to meet a Renewable Energy 
Standard that will require that 25 percent 
of retail energy sales to come from renew-
able energy sources by the year 2025. 
Minnkota will be supplying the necessary 
renewable energy to North Star. Minneso-
ta Power does not have the wind resources 
in their service area, but an excellent 
wind resource is in the area of the Young 
Station. Minnesota Power desires to build 
additional wind resources in that area and 
transport the electricity to their service 
area in the Duluth area. As a result, they 
have an interest in acquiring the Square 
Butte-owned DC transmission line. 

In exchange for Minnkota agreeing 
to allow Square Butte to sell the DC line, 
Minnesota Power is willing to assign their 
Purchase Power Agreement with Square 
Butte to Minnkota. Through a phased-out 
sell back arrangement from Minnkota 
to Minnesota Power, Minnkota will, by 
2026, acquire all of the output of the 455-
megawatt (MW) Young 2.

Minnkota is attracted to this deal 
because the acquisition of additional low-
cost capacity and energy from 
Young 2 will replace the need to build 
a more expensive Young 3, at least for 
several years. (664-19-036-02 Alan Craw-
ford) Beginning in 2013, Minnkota will 
receive the first increment of the Min-
nesota Power 50 percent share of Young 2 
capacity and energy, and will be increased 
over the next 18 years to 228 MW.

To facilitate the purchase and delivery 
of Young 2 energy, Minnkota will build 
a new 345-kV transmission line from the 
Young Station to either Grand Forks or 
Fargo by January 2013. It will require an 
investment in excess of $200 million.

We are very excited about this agree-
ment between Minnesota Power and 
Minnkota. It gives both organizations 
what they need, and the fit is near perfect. 
Our timetable is very short in getting this 
deal completed. We have already signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding and 
a detailed Term Sheet describing the 
deal. Definitive agreements will soon be 
completed.

This is a win-win deal for both 
Minnkota and Minnesota Power and we 
are very pleased to be a part of it.

David Loer 
President & CEO 
Minnkota Power 
Cooperative, Inc.
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Gopher State 
One Call

It’s the LAW
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

Minnesota Statewide One Call
Notification Center
1-800-252-1166

North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mission Statement

 
To improve the lives of our 

member-owners and commu-
nity by responsibly providing 

electric energy and other benefi-
cial services while maintaining 

the very highest standards of 
performance.

Enlightener
OCtOBER 2008
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Highlights from the Boardroom

Senator Norm Coleman 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205�0 
www.coleman.senate.gov 
202-224-564� 
1-800-642-6041 (Minnesota office) 
Fax: 202-224-��52
Senator Amy Klobuchar 
302 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205�0 
www.klobuchar.senate.gov  
202-224-3244  
1-888-224-9043 (Minnesota office) 
Fax: 202-228-2�86 
Congressman James Oberstar 
2365 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205�5 
www.jamesoberstar.house.gov 
202-225-62��  
Fax: 202-225-0699
Congressman Collin Peterson 
2211 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205�5 
www.collinpeterson.house.gov 
202-225-2�65  
Fax: 202-225-�593

Senator Tom Bakk 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55�55-�606 
65�-296-888� 
sen.tom.bakk@senate.mn
Senator Tom Saxhaug 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room �24 
St. Paul, MN 55�55-�606 
65�-296-4�36 
sen.tom.saxhaug@senate.mn
Senator LeRoy Stumpf 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room 208 
St. Paul, MN 55�55-�606 
65�-296-8660 
sen.leroy.stumpf@senate.mn
Representative Tom Anzelc  
417 State Office Building 
�00 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55�55 
65�-296-4936  
rep.tom.anzelc@house.mn

North Star ElEctric coopErativE political lEadErS

Representative David Dill  
571 State Office Building 
�00 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55�55 
65�-296-2�90  
800-339-0466 
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Representative Dave Olin 
593 State Office Building 
�00 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55�55 
65�-296-9635  
rep.dave.olin@house.mn
Representative Tom Rukavina  
477 State Office Building 
�00 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55�55 
65�-296-0�70  
888-682-3205 
rep.tom.rukavina@house.mn

State of Minnesota legislatorsFederal legislators

These are the highlights from the 
Board of Directors meeting held on 
Aug. 6 and Sept. 3, 2008. The board 
acted upon usual, routine business, 
voted to approve the recommended 
capital credit retirement, approved non-
union wage adjustments, and reported 
on meetings attended. 

Reports from staff included the 
financial report, loan fund advance, the 
computer conversion, e-bill, the cost 
of service study, annual meeting plans, 
reduced load control this summer, the 
joint CIP (Conservation Improvement 
Program) among the Minnkota mem-
bers, the Operation Round Up trust 
board semiannual meeting, interest in 
geothermal heat options, installation of 
a wind turbine south of Williams, the 
Baudette Safety Camp, the fair booths, 
replacing the door prizes and individual 

member giveaways at the annual meet-
ing with many energy credits, security 
at the offices, meetings, identified AMR 
meter change out plans, an employee 
retirement, work plan projects, line 
maintenance, construction of a tie-line 
at Birch Beach and Sandy Shores, 
equipment, outages, right-of-way main-
tenance, safety hours worked without 
a lost time accident, and the upcoming 
RESAP safety accreditation inspection.  

Detailed minutes are available at the 
Cooperative for member review. Regu-
lar board meetings are generally held 
the first Wednesday of every month. If 
you wish to speak with the board, or 
have an item that you would like to have 
placed on the agenda, please contact 
Manager Dan Hoskins at least one 
week in advance to be included on the 
agenda.



North Star Enlightener • October 2008 3

Dan Hoskins, General Manager

Winterizing your home

Get involved in the energy debate.
I would like North Star Electric to e-mail my elected officials 
and ask them these three questions:

? What is your plan to make sure we have the electricity we’ll need in the future?

What are you doing to fully fund the research required to make emissions-free 
electric plants an affordable reality?

Balancing electricity needs and environmental goals will be difficult. How 
much is all this going to increase my electric bill and what will you do to make 
it affordable?

?

?

Name  _____________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  _______________________________________________

Account number  _____________________________________________

Whew, where has the summer gone? 
It just seems like yesterday we 
were looking for summer to begin 
and warm weather to come. Now 

the warm weather is behind us, it’s the 
end of October, and it’s time to gear up 
the heaters, if you haven’t already!

There are so many different issues 
going on right now in the energy industry 
and they, more than not, involve your 
Cooperative. There’s the carbon issue 
that we have been talking about and you 
have graciously helped with your e-mails 
and postcards to your legislators. Then, 
there is the 25 percent renewable en-
ergy mandate the Minnesota legislators 
bestowed upon us, and which Minnkota 
Power Cooperative is feverously working 
toward. There is the 1.5 percent conser-
vation mandate that the state legislators 
are telling us we need to have in place by 
2010. By the way, this summer went by, 
2010 is right around the corner.

But with all of this going on, we can-
not lose focus on the things in our home. 
I’d like to remind you of some of those 
things in this article.

Let’s start with the heating system 
in your home. Have you checked it over 
or had a professional HVAC person do 
so? HVAC stands for, “heating, ventilat-
ing and air conditioning” or interestingly 
enough, HVAC is sometimes referred to 
as climate control! Anyway, make sure 
you change that filter in your furnace, 
vacuum out those floor registers, and 
make sure your cold air returns are clean 
and free. All of this makes for better ef-
ficiency in our heating systems.

Next, if you are taking advantage of 
our off-peak heating program, make sure 
your backup heating system is working 
properly. The oak trees in the yard at my 
house have about a zillion acorns, and 
I’m told, the more acorns, the colder the 
winter. Well, it’s going to be a long cold 
winter, by the looks of those loaded trees. 

Also, make sure your fuel supply for your 
backup is adequate. This could come in 
handy with 20 or more hours of control 
in one stretch. Now, I bet you are asking 
for a projection for load control hours this 
year. I would say to hope for the best at 
200 - 300 hours, and plan for the worst at 
400 - 600 hours. This is my personal pro-
jection, so don’t take that to the bank, but 
do prepare your home for load control.

OK, just a couple more things. Get 
that last minute caulking done around 
those windows, check the weatherstrip 
around the doors, and make sure that 
if you need a little more insulation in 
the attic, get it done. This will save you 
money in the long run. One other thing. 
There are insulated pieces that you can 
buy from your local hardware store that 
fit under your light switch plate or your 

wall outlet plates. Those help keep out 
the cold also.

If you need any more tips, have ques-
tions concerning winterizing your home, 
or have any other energy efficient ideas, 
call our Member Service Department.

This is the month when there are little 
ghosts and goblins, witches and mum-
mies, and creatures of all kinds that will 
be traveling our streets and sidewalks, 
and they are all so precious. Please keep 
an eye out and keep them safe, and have a 
Happy Halloween.

One more thing before I go. There 
are a lot of changes in our industry and I 
believe that there are a lot more coming. 
You can make a difference. In November, 
do your part and go to the polls and vote. 

God Bless You and our Troops,
Dan

Make sure you change the filter in your furnace, vacuum out those 
floor registers, and make sure your cold air returns are clean and free. 
All of this makes for better efficiency in our heating systems.
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Tankless or “instant-on” water heaters are 
a hot topic these days. These briefcase-
sized tankless units only heat when the 
hot water tap is open. The water is heated 
very rapidly as it flows through a heat 
exchange coil.

The concept seems to make a lot of 
sense. The heaters are small and take up 
less room than 
a conventional 
water heater. 
They also 
reduce standby 
losses that are 
common with 
old or poorly 
insulated tanks.

The manu-
facturers of 
these units are 
making claims 
about big 
savings from energy efficiency, reduced 
standby loss, etc. Unfortunately, they 
neglect to tell you the “downside” of the 
product.

True, tankless water heaters have no 
standby losses of heat because there is no 
storage tank maintaining a supply of hot 
water. The energy savings, however from 
this feature are minimal when compared 
to a well-insulated tank-type water heater. 
A full-size Marathon water heater is 91 to 
94 percent efficient and loses only about 
5 degrees in 24 hours! Not much more 
savings to squeeze out there!

Efficiency is important but there 
are other factors to consider. A tankless 
heater can only heat so many gallons per 
minute based on the size of the unit. You 
could run out of hot water when multiple 
faucets are running at the same time. 
(363-02-006-01 Bob Goudge) Tankless 
heaters may be a good choice for a cabin 
or place where hot water is needed in 
small quantities but is not cost-effective 
for typical homes. 

In addition to flow rate concerns, 
tankless water heaters can be very expen-
sive. The price for a tankless water heater 
can reach $1,300 plus installation. 

Water quality is also an important 
issue with tankless water heaters. Unless 
the water is very pure, tankless water 
heaters usually do not attain long life. 

Tankless water heaters have limitations
Marathon water heaters with 50-�05 gallons of 
storage are 91 to 94 percent efficient and have 
a lifetime warranty on the tank.

A tankless water heater

Minerals precipitate out of the water and 
deposit on the coils of the unit reducing 
its efficiency and shortening its life. Most 
warranties are voided if water hardness 
is too high. Traditional electric tank-type 
units are much more capable of handling 
diverse water conditions. 

One of the issues that has implica-
tions for your electric cooperative and 

customers is the untimely 
load these units place on 
the system. Family sized 
models require 240 volts 
and up to 150 amps 
capacity to operate. This 
level of demand almost 
always exceeds that of 
most residential electric 
service, making a wir-
ing upgrade necessary. 
Unfortunately, all of 

that demand (14 to 30 
kW) is uncontrollable peak load. Since 
the tankless models cannot be controlled 
during peak times, it is likely that the unit 
will add significant demand charges to 
the cooperative’s wholesale power bills. 
This cost is passed along to all co-op 
members.

Doing the math is a good idea before 
making your purchase. A tankless system 
may be twice the installed price of a tank-
type water heater. A tankless system will 
have a shorter life and possibly voided 

warranty compared to the Marathon’s 
lifetime warranty. Tankless water heaters 
have a place for certain applications, but 
they are not ready to take the place of 
tank-type water heaters for most residen-
tial applications.  

Because of increased load control hours, electric off-peak heating systems 
must be capable of 600 hours or more of interruption each winter season. “In 
order to realize the full benefits of the load management program, it is very 
important that our members work with a qualified heating contractor to ensure 
that they have an automatic, adequate and well-maintained backup heating 
system,” said Wayne Haukaas, manager of compliance and member services.

The electric off-peak heating program continues to provide great value 
to members today, just as it did when it was first utilized in the late 70s. The 
winter heating is here, and North Star Electric stands ready to assist our 
members with their electric home heating options.

Reliable backup system a must



North Star Enlightener • October 2008 5

Disposal of compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs)

a bright idea 
for savings

CFLs

Mercury is an essential, irreplaceable element in CFLs and is what allows the bulb to 
be an efficient light source. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. 
Department of Energy assure that CFLs are safe to use in your home.

No mercury is released when CFLs are in use and they pose no danger to you or 
your family when used properly. However, CFLs are made of glass tubing and can break 
if dropped or handled roughly. Be careful when removing the lamp from its packaging, 
installing or replacing it.

It is important that people dispose of CFLs properly. This means recycling them, not 
putting them in the trash due to CFLs containing a small amount of mercury. 

CFLs contain about five milligrams of mercury (roughly equivalent to the tip of a 
ball-point pen) sealed within the glass tubing. (664-26-007-02 Jennifer Long) By com-
parison, a watch battery contains 25 mg of mercury, older home thermometers contain 
500 mg and many manual thermostats contain up to 3,000 mg. It would take between 
five and 600 CFLs to equal those amounts.

Minnesota law states that fluorescent (including CFLs) and high-intensity discharge 
(HID) lights from households may not be placed in the trash. They have to be treated as 
household hazardous waste because they contain a small amount of mercury.

When a bulb burns out, just store it safely in the container your new CFL came in, 
or in a heavy-duty plastic bag until you can take it in for recycling at your local house-
hold hazardous waste facility, mobile recycling day or visit www.earth911.org on the 
Internet for a drop-off site. 

CFLs are responsible for less mercury than incandescent bulbs. Ironically, CFLs 
present an opportunity to prevent mercury from entering our air, where it most affects 
our health.

A CFL uses up to 75 percent less energy than an incandescent bulb and lasts at least 
six times longer. A fossil fuel power plant will emit 10 mg to produce the electricity 
to run an incandescent bulb compared to only 2.4 mg of mercury to run a CFL for the 
same amount of time.

What to do if you break 
a CFL, fluorescent tube 

or HID light
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
recommends the following steps to follow 
if you break a fluorescent or HID bulb in 
your home or business:

♦  Restrict access to the room while 
ventilating it to the outside air. Open 
a window to disperse any mercury 
vapor, and vacate the room for at least 
15 minutes.

♦  If the light was broken on a car-
peted or upholstered surface, call the 
Minnesota Duty Officer at 1-800-
422-0798, who will put you in touch 
with someone who can advise you 
on cleanup. However if the light is 
broken on a hard surface, follow these 
steps:

♦  Wearing disposable rubber gloves or 
plastic gloves, if available, carefully 
scoop up the glass shards with stiff 
paper or cardboard. Do not use your 
hands; the shards are sharp and the 
powder contains a minute amount of 
mercury.

♦  Wipe the area with a damp paper 
towel or a disposable wet wipe to pick 
up any very small glass shards and the 
powder. Do not use a vacuum until 
you have cleaned up all the visible 
powder and shards.

♦  Place all the glass shards, powder and 
the materials you used in the cleanup 
(gloves, paper, towel or wipe) in a 
plastic bag that can be sealed. Seal the 
bag and then place it in another plastic 
bag and close its seal. Keep this in 
a protected outdoor storage location 
until you can take it to your local 
household hazardous waste facility.

♦  Now you can vacuum. When you are 
done vacuuming, put the vacuum bag 
or the contents of the canister in a 
double sealed plastic bag. Place this 
bag in the trash outdoors using normal 
disposal.

Since lighting accounts for about 20 percent of all electricity use in the country 
and about 15 percent of electricity use in our homes, compact fluorescent lamps 
(CFLs) are a good option to consider in lighting. The typical household spends 
about $110 each year on lighting and most of this is spent on inefficient incandes-
cent light bulbs. 

CFLs use one-quarter to one-third the energy to produce the same amount of 
light as an incandescent bulb. They produce 90 percent less heat and last more 
than 10 times longer than an incandescent bulb. The major advantage of using 
CFLs, however, is saving money!  

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), if everyone used 
high-efficiency lighting products, we could reduce the amount of electricity 
needed for lighting by 50 percent. 
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Members who plug in an electric space heater to keep warm in 
one room for just an hour a day should not notice a big increase 
in their electric bill. A space heater plugged in for one hour a day 
would use 45 kWh per month or about $3.47 in electricity.

 On the other hand, put that same space heater out in the 
well house or shed and let it run 24 hours a 
day for the month; you would be billed for 
1,080 kWh or $83.16 in energy. 

Other electric heating appliances 
operate the same 
way. A stock 
tank heater for 
cattle or horses 
will run much of 
the time when 
it is located 
out in the cold. 
A 1,000 watt 
heater will cost 
you 7.7 cents 
per hour to 

operate. This sounds low but if it did not 
shut off, it would use 720 kWh or $55.44 
per month to operate. If you have multiple 
tank heaters in use, you’ll have to multiply 
that amount by the number of tank heaters. 

Other appliances, like warm doggy’s 
beds, dog water bowls, heated bird baths, 

Listen to what your mother told you; if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably isn’t true

You have probably heard radio ads or have seen ads in newspapers and magazines that 
claim they can cut your heating bill by up to 50 percent by just buying their electric space 
heater. With the high price of heating in northern Minnesota, who wouldn’t like to do that; I 
know I would, but the key wording in these ads is up to. There is a lot of difference between 50 
percent and up to 50 percent. The ad that I read explaining the way you could do this was to 
turn the heat down in your house to as low as 50 degrees and move the space heater into the 
room which was occupied. The savings are not in the heater; it is the fact that you turned the 
heat in your house down to 50 degrees. They claim the space heater will not reduce humidity 
or oxygen, which is true, but it is also true that the space heater you buy at the local hardware 
store doesn’t either. There are 3,4�3 Btus for each kilowatt-hour, and the only way to get more 
is with heat pump technology. I haven’t seen nor heard of anything like that with portable elec-
tric heaters. In northern Minnesota, during the winter, one plug-in space heater is not going to 
heat a �,000 square foot home. My advice is that if you have a cold spot in your house and 
$500 burning a hole in your pocket, go to your local hardware store, buy a space heater for 
$50, and use the other $450 to reinsulate your home or give it to your favorite charity.

Prevent scary 
Halloween accidents
e Choose light-colored costumes or sew reflective patches 

on costumes so they are easy to see.

e Be sure masks allow kids to see and breathe easily. Avoid 
masks, wigs or eye patches that block vision. Hypoaller-
genic makeup is a safer alternative to masks.

e Teach kids to cross only at corners and to look both ways 
before crossing the street.

e Plan your child’s route and provide a flashlight.

e Teach your children to never go inside a stranger’s house. 
It’s OK to receive candy from outside the door.

e Inspect treats before kids eat them.

e Make sure an adult goes with children age 10 or under.

e Let kids draw the designs on a pumpkin, but don’t let 
them handle a knife or do the carving.

e Use glow sticks in pumpkins instead of candles, which are 
a fire risk.

e Be sure that the path and stairs to your front door are 
well-lit and free of obstacles.

Source: Here’s to Your Health, published by Valley Medi-
cal Center, Renton, WA. Reprinted with permission, HOPE 
Health, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 269-343-0770.

From Costumes 
to Candy

etc., will consume energy when used in cold weather. However, 
most of these appliances have much smaller wattages of 12 
to 250 watts each. Check individual appliance wattages to 
determine energy use. For more information call North Star 
Electric and ask for the member service department. 

Space heaters can dramatically increase your electric bill 
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Staff Report
Steve Ellis 

Baudette District 
Operations 
Supervisor

Lake of the Woods County 
Community Services 

P.O. Box G-0200 
Baudette, MN 56623 

634-2642 

Northwest Community 
Action Council 

P.O. Box 67 
Badger, MN 56714-0067 

800-568-5329

Koochiching County 
Community Services  

1000 5th St. 
International Falls, MN 56649 

283-7000

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc. 

2232 2nd Ave. E. 
P.O. Box 44 

International Falls, MN 56649 
283-9491 or 800-559-9491

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc. 

1213 SE 2nd Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984 

800-422-0312

Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency 

702 3rd Ave. S. 
Virginia, MN 55792-2797 

800-662-5711

If you are receiving a low income or 
suffering from a temporary financial 
shortfall, the following agencies may 
be able to assist you with your electric 
bill. We urge you to contact them 
immediately to avoid disconnection if 
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Problems paying 
your electric bill?
Energy assistance may be available!

Working safely and efficiently is impor-
tant at North Star Electric. By the time 
you read this, we should have reached a 
milestone of working a quarter of a mil-
lion hours without a lost-time accident. 
This is exceptional. Not only has it al-
lowed our employees to go home safely 
to their families at night, it has also 
saved the cooperative money. Hats off!!

AMR (automated meter reading) 
is still being worked on. We hope to 
have our three-phase meters reporting 
to us by the end of 2008. We have a 
contractor working on our system this 
fall replacing some AMR meters that 
were identified as possibly having a 
degrading internal capacitor, which may 
cause the meter to stop. We have some 
small areas or individual meters still not 
communicating. We continue to work in 
these areas, and thank those members 
for their patience.

This fall’s work plan project areas 
include Birch Beach. We also installed 
two small tie lines in that area that will 
allow us to connect the Sandy Shores 
line to the Birch Beach line. These proj-
ects will help to better serve this area 
and reduce outage hours. The work plan 
job east of Williams, on County Road 
14, has been delayed until next year.

Have you added any large electrical 
equipment or electric heat at your home 
or business? If yes, service upgrades 
may need to be done, so please contact 
us to re-evaluate your power needs. 
Planning ahead and giving us the heads-

up on this type of change will save all 
of us the inconvenience and cost of an 
unwanted overload outage.  

GSOC (Gopher State One Call) 
needs to be called at 1-800-252-1166, 
before any mechanical digging is done 
on your property. This is the law. Once 
you have called in for your project loca-
tion, GSOC notifies all of the utilities 
in your area. They are given 48 hours to 
respond. This protects the utilities and 
the member from possible injury and/or 
costly repair expenses.

Overhead power lines also need to 
be treated with extreme caution. These 
lines carry very high voltages and may 
cause injury or death if touched. Always 
maintain a clear distance from them, 
and notify North Star Electric of any 
downed lines or damaged equipment. 
Also, beware while working around 
these lines. If you have any clearance 
issues with a line, please notify us im-
mediately!

If you’d like to see a short demon-
stration of live electric lines in situa-
tions you may encounter, you can view 
it at www.tri-countyrec.com/trico/
newsHotLineSafety.asp.

Until next time, so there is a next 
time, stay safe!

 

All items may be seen at North Star Electric Co-op. in Baudette, Minn.
All items are sold as is. 
Questions can be answered by contacting Steve Ellis at the Baudette 
office at 218-634-2202.
Bids will be accepted until Nov. 5, 2008.

Remember!
Please be careful around all power lines, as they are very dangerous! 

When working around them, always keep their presence in mind; if you see anything 
unusual, or have any questions about your power lines, contact us for help. 

For Sale on Bids
Send bids to:

North Star Electric 
Cooperative Inc.
PO Box 7�9
Baudette, MN 56623
Attention: Steve Ellis, 
District Operations Supt.

* �999 Ford Ranger extended cab 4x4 
* �999 Chevrolet Silverado �500 regular cab 4x4
* Fiberglass utility box off of Ford F250
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Senator Norm Coleman (R-MN) will be 
recognized for his dedication and support 
of Minnesota’s electric cooperatives with 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s 2009 Distinguished Service 
Award. 

Coleman, who is currently serving 
his first term in the United States Senate, 
was chosen for the award because of his 

Hunting is a Minnesota favorite, ranking right up there with the fishing 
opener. Before you head out to the tree stand, review these hunting 
safety tips:
• Treat every firearm as if it was a loaded firearm.
• Be sure of your target before you pull the trigger. When you look through 

the sight, look beyond your target. Make sure there isn’t another hunter 
in your sight or a building or structure, such as an electric facility.

• Never point a firearm at anything you don’t intend to shoot.
• Never shoot at electric power lines or electric facilities such as 

substations or transformers. Not only is it extremely dangerous, it’s 
against the law.

• Always carry a firearm so that the muzzle is under control.
• Firearms must always be unloaded when carried into camp or not in use.
• Make sure the barrel and action are clear of obstruction.
• Unattended firearm must be unloaded.
• Never climb a fence or ditch with a firearm. Never climb into a tree stand 

with a loaded firearm – remove the ammunition first.
• Never shoot at flat, hard surfaces, or the surface of water. The bullet can 

hit the surface and travel parallel to it for a long distance. 
• If you see a power line on the ground, don’t touch it! Touching an 

energized power line could kill you. Notify the local utility of a downed 
line as soon as possible.

• Always avoid alcohol and drugs while hunting.

Guns and 
power lines 

don’t mix
efforts to reduce the cost of borrowing for 
cooperative electricity infrastructure and 
commitment to helping co-ops recover from 
destruction caused by floods and storms. 
Coleman’s work in the U.S. Senate has en-
sured electric cooperative consumers across 
the country have access to affordable and 
reliable electricity.

Minnesota’s electric cooperatives chose 
to acknowledge this recognition during the 
month of October, which is “Co-op Month.”

 “I’m honored to receive this award,” 
said Senator Coleman. “I’m especially 

Senator Coleman to be honored for commitment to co-ops
moved that it comes from an organization 
like NRECA that shares my commitment to 
rural America.”

The award recognizes national lead-
ers who consistently demonstrate support 
for issues that are important to electric 
cooperatives.

Senator Coleman will receive the 
award during the 2009 NRECA Legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C., in May. 
He was nominated by the Minnesota Rural 
Electric Association and selected by the 
NRECA board of directors.


