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Don’t pick up hitchhikers! Stop the zebra mussel!

Minnesota biologists reported 
finding zebra mussels in Peli-
can Lake in Minnesota’s Otter 

Tail County in 2009. Zebra mussels 
compete with native species, clog 
power plant and municipal water 
supply intakes and sink docks and 
buoys from their weight. 

Officials say the mussels first 
infested the Great Lakes two 
decades ago and have spread to sev-
eral states, usually as unwelcome 
hitchhikers on boats and trailers.

This has North Dakota and the 
rest of Minnesota bracing for a 
possible zebra mussel infestation 
(252-01-053-01, Vic Beckel).

Public education is a key to 
stopping the spread of zebra mus-
sels. The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department and the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
are raising the bar on public aware-
ness. Every boater can help keep 
zebra mussels and other aquatic 
nuisance species out of area lakes. 

 The Missouri River and Nel-
son Lake, which provides cooling 
water for the Milton R. Young Sta-
tion near Center, N.D., are among 
numerous waterways that would be 
impacted severely by a zebra mussel 
infestation. Zebra mussels can cost 
ratepayers millions of dollars by 
clogging power plant water intakes 
and pipes used for cooling. 

With every boater’s due 
diligence, the spread of 
the zebra mussel can be 
slowed. Some tips:
■  Drain the bilge water, 

live wells and bait 
buckets before leaving 
the ramp.

■  Inspect the boat and 
trailer immediately upon 
leaving the water.

■  Scrape off any zebra 
mussels or aquatic 
vegetation found on 
boats and trailers. Do 
not return them to the 
water.

■   If possible, dry the boat 
and trailer for at least 
a week before entering 
another waterway.

■  Wash boat parts and 
accessories that contact 
the water using hot 
water or spray them with 
high pressure water.
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Highlights from the Boardroom

North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mission Statement

To improve the lives of our 
member-owners and community 
by responsibly providing electric 

energy and other beneficial services 
while maintaining the very highest 

standards of performance.

These are the highlights from the Board 
of Directors meeting held on April 
14, 2010. The board acted upon usual, 
routine business and voted to refinance 
$1.4 million of 5 percent RUS debt, to 
replace a revolving loan with a line of 
credit, to approve the $302 inventory 
adjustment, to select the auditing firm 
from the three bids received, to approve 
the IRP (Integrated Resource Plan) 
prepared by Minnkota Power, which 
projects power needs of the future and 
identifies where the power will come 
from, and to approve the wholesale 
power contract. Naming recipients of 
unclaimed capital credits was tabled 
until May.

Staff reports were provided and 
included the financial report, the AMR 
changeouts, upcoming Member Ap-

preciation Days on May 12 in Baudette 
and May 13 in Littlefork, the State of 
Minnesota CIP (Conservation Improve-
ment Program), Operation Round Up, 
the North Star Knowledge Scholar-
ship competition, safety, substation 
maintenance and developments with 
the proposed extension of the Wadena 
electrical line workers’ program to a 
campus in Baudette.

Detailed minutes are available at 
the cooperative for member review. 
Regular board meetings are gener-
ally held the first Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board, or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact Manager Dan Hoskins 
at least one week in advance to be 
included on the agenda.

• St. Louis and Koochiching 
 counties:

Bob Orgon 
10111 Roosevelt Rd. S.E. 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
Phone: (218) 556-3829 
Fax: (218) 333-0451 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.)

State law requires that every new electrical installation in any construction, remodeling, replacement 
or repair shall file a certificate for inspection with the State Board of Electricity and be inspected by a  
Minnesota electrical inspector.

• Roseau and Lake of the Woods 
counties:
Scott Stenvik 
16409 State Hwy 1 N.W.  
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 
Phone: (218) 689-5406 
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 

• • • • Current electrical inspectors • • • •

Gopher State 
One Call

It’s the LAW
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

Minnesota Statewide One Call
Notification Center
1-800-252-1166

?Why is my electric bill getting so high? 
Over the last nine years, almost 72 percent of the retail increase has been to recover the 

increased cost of wholesale power. Local costs to deliver electricity from the substation to your 
meter have increased at a significantly slower pace, accounting for just 28 percent of the retail 
increases. These numbers include the rate increase that was effective 3/20/2010.
Wholesale power costs are on the rise for a few reasons

We have outgrown the power plants which Minnkota Power Cooperative owns, and 
building new generation is much more expensive than the plants that were built in the early 
1980s. Improvements were made to one of the coal-fired power plants, but because the 
efficiency of the plant was improved, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) argued it 
should now meet its requirements for a brand-new plant. A lawsuit ensued, and Minnkota 
eventually agreed to add new scrubber equipment, totaling $400 million. The chemical alone 
needed to operate the new environmental add-ons will cost $20 million per year, based on 
today’s commodity pricing. In comparison, these two power plants originally cost $250 mil-
lion to construct and about $50 million of that was for pollution control equipment. This EPA 
mandated emission control construction project is under way, and it is the main reason for 
the current wholesale, and thus retail, rate increase (excluding the temporary wind energy 
surcharge). In fact, it will impact our wholesale rates by another 9 percent in 2011, followed 
by a final 9 percent addition in 2012.

Frequently asked questions
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For energy-saving ideas go to  
togetherwesave.com.

Manager’s Report
Dan Hoskins 
General Manager

We were saddened with the 
passing of one of our retired 

North Star employees April 17, 
Maurice Jonson of Littlefork. Mau-
rice worked for North Star starting 
part time in 1988, going full time in 
1990 and working until his retire-
ment in 2003. Maurice worked out of 
the Littlefork office and was well-
respected by all employees. The guys 
always said, “If Maurice can’t fix it, 
nobody can.” Maurice was a dedi-
cated worker and very dependable. 
We send our sincere sympathy and 
prayers to Pat and their family. 

Well folks, on the bright side, 
spring has been very kind so far and 
looking ahead it doesn’t look too bad. 
I just have a few things that might 
interest you, and I would like to take 
you on a couple tours of notable 
things or happenings around the area. 
First, let’s address a couple of mile-
stones of notable folks in our direct 
industry.

The Minnkota annual meet-
ing was held Friday, April 9, 2010, 
in Grand Forks, N.D. Dave Loer, 
president & CEO of Minnkota Power, 
announced that he plans to retire by 
the end of 2010. Dave has been a 
most faithful and dedicated employee 
for Minnkota Power for more than 
40 years, and has been at the helm of 
Minnkota as president & CEO for 20 
years. We’re all gonna miss Dave, but 
I’ll talk about him a little more in the 
coming months.

Gary Hull, one of our very own 
lineman here at North Star Electric 
Cooperative, won the 2010 National 
Fish Decoy Association World Points 
Carving Championship for the fourth 
time! Gary has been carving competi-
tively only since 2004 when he was 
runner-up to the world champion. 
That fueled Mr. Hull’s competitive 
spirit and Gary went on to win the 
world title in 2005 and 2006, becom-
ing the first back-to-back winner and 
then he won again in 2008. You can 
enjoy a number of Gary’s carvings by 
visiting his Web site at www.hullde-
coys.com.

Let’s see, let’s think of our neigh-
bors a minute out in Flasher, N.D., 
my old stomping grounds. A massive 
snowstorm knocked Mor-Gran-Sou 
Electric Cooperative (MGS), located 
in Flasher in southwestern North 
Dakota, to its knees on Good Friday, 
April 2 (251-07-006-04, Lance Hen-
drickson). They had more than 500 
miles of power line down because 
of this storm with more than 10,000 
poles broken! 10,000 poles! Are you 
kidding me? That’s enough poles to 
build a power line from Baudette to 
Madison, Wis. At one time all of its 
7,000-plus accounts were without 
power and some remained out of 
power more than three weeks. Our 
hats are off to Don Franklund, general 
manager, the MGS employees, the 
numerous line workers from all over 
the country and all of the other folks 

who worked to bring that cooperative 
back to its feet safely. Uh, Don, one 
more thing, keep that nasty stuff out 
there in North Dakota!

And that brings us to this state-
ment; at times we take a lot of things 
for granted and electricity is at the 
top of the list. How often before you 
walk into a room do you think, boy I 
hope the light comes on? Well, I can 
tell you that we don’t think that at 
all, but instead we just walk into the 
room, turn, hit the switch and boom 
the light comes on and we continue 
on with our tasks and not even give 
it one thought. Pretty handy, huh? Or 
how many times when we do have a 
power outage, do we walk through 
the house or barn and automatically 
turn and hit the switch and nothing 
comes on and then we think, “Oh 
yeah, the power’s off.” Either way, 
it kinda makes a difference in our 
mood doesn’t it? 

Well, thank you very much and 
that, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
power of electricity that comes to 
you because of the employee group, 
team, family, or whatever you would 
like to call us, of North Star Electric 
Cooperative and their commitment to 
you, our member-owners, is to bring 
you the most prolific, wonderful, 
dependable and cost-efficient product 
in the world: electricity. 

God Bless You and Our Troops,
Dan



4 North Star Enlightener • May 2010

A warm welcome to  
summer safety & fun!

After a chilly winter, summertime is here!  The 
school year is ending, the weather is warm, the grill 
is hot and the pools are cool.  As part of the “Teach 

Learn Care” TLC campaign, Safe Electricity urges parents 
and other caregivers to make sure children know how to 
stay safe during outdoor play.

Children often do not understand the dangers of 
electricity. Take some time to get down and view the sur-
roundings from a child’s vantage point to locate possible 
hazards. 

For safety outdoors, Safe Electricity recommends that 
children and adults follow these rules:
• Stay away from electrical equipment on the ground and  
 overhead. Never climb a utility pole or tower. Don’t play  
 on or around pad-mounted electrical equipment. 
 Electrical power poles and utility equipment should   
 never be used as a playground.
• Never climb trees near power lines. Even if the power   
 lines aren’t touching the tree, they could touch when   
 more weight is added to the branch.
• Fly kites and model airplanes safely away from trees and  
 overhead power lines. If a kite gets tangled in a tree   
 that’s near power lines, don’t climb up to get it. Contact  
 your electric utility for assistance.
• Never go into an electric substation. Electric substations  
 contain high-voltage equipment, which can kill you.   
 Don’t retrieve a toy or rescue a pet that goes inside. Call  
 your electric utility instead.
• Look up and around you. Always be aware of the 
 location of power lines, particularly when using long   
 metal tools like ladders and pool skimmers. 
• Water and electricity never mix! Keep electronics like   
 radios away from pools and hot tubs, and watch for  
 overhead power lines when cleaning pools, sailing or  
 fishing. Never install pools underneath or near power   
 lines.
• Never touch an electrical appliance if you are wet; 
 always dry off completely.

“Electricity and water are a dangerous combination,” 
said Molly Hall, Executive Director of Safe Electricity.  
“Caution children and family members about the danger 
of using electrical appliances in wet areas – even wet grass 
can create a hazard.” 

Be careful using electrical appliances outdoors. 
Whether it is a bug zapper, an electric charcoal lighter or a 
CD player, caution must be exercised. Be sure you use out-

lets that have weatherproof covers and ground fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCIs) to prevent serious shock injuries.  

“GFCIs stop the flow of electricity instantly if there 
is a problem,” said Hall. “When properly used, they save 
lives.” 

GFCIs should be installed on outdoor outlets and 
areas of the home that are prone to water use. Use portable 
GFCIs for outdoor outlets that don’t have them. Be sure to 
keep electrical appliances and tools at least 10 feet away 
from pools, ponds and wet surfaces. 

Supervise the use of extension cords outside, check 
them carefully for exposed wires; make sure they are in 
good shape, and not frayed or cracked. Use only extension 
cords that are rated and marked for outdoor use, and are 
large enough to handle the current needed for the device 
you are using (556-03-001-03, Gary Imhof). Check that 
the prongs on the extension cord plugs are clean, not 
broken or bent. Make sure the ground prong is intact in a 
three-prong plug, and avoid use of adapters.

Summer can signal an increase in accidents and inju-
ries. Keep utility and emergency numbers close at hand.  

Do your part to prevent accidents by sharing important 
safety information with those you love. Visit www.Safe-
Electricity.org to watch videos, read articles, play games 
and more, all aimed at helping you and your loved ones to 
stay safe around electricity.

Safe Electricity is a program of the Energy Education 
Council, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting 
electrical safety and energy efficiency. Safe Electricity 
is supported by a coalition of hundreds of organizations, 
including electric utilities, educators and other entities 
committed to promoting safe use of electricity.             

One of this year’s Red Lantern 
Award winners was: Randy Bergan,  
Williams, Minn., North Star Electric 
Cooperative. The award recognizes 
delegates who have served on  
the boards of their respective  
distribution cooperatives for 10 
years. 

Red Lantern Award
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Lots of Minnesotans are cutting 
down on energy use, improving 
their home’s insulation, turn-

ing lights off and changing from 
incandescent lamps to compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFL). So when 
members shop for new appliances, 
it’s common to focus on finding an 
appliance with an Energy Star® 
rating.

But how do appliances get  
this rating and why don’t all  
appliances have them? The  
answer may surprise you.

Computers and monitors were 
the first products to receive an 
efficiency rating from Energy Star, 
a program launched in 1992 by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and U.S. Department of 
Energy. Since then, more than 60 
product categories have been add-
ed, from dishwashers to windows 
and DVD players. According to 
the program, Energy Star-rated 
products deliver the same or  
better performance as comparable 
models, while using less energy  
and saving money.

“We’re recognizing the top 
performers when it comes to energy 
efficiency,” explains Katharine Ka-
plan, Energy Star program manager. 

She notes the initative works closely 
with experts in a wide variety of 
areas, including industry experts, 
government, nonprofit organizations 
and utilities. “We agree on a fair 
way to test products. Manufacturers 
test products using that procedure, 
submit the data to us and we say, 

‘These are the top performers. This 
is how much energy you can use to 
be considered a leader by Energy 
Star.’ Generally, that means you’re 
in the top 25 percent.”

For example, qualified refrig-
erators must be at least 15 percent 

more efficient than the minimum 
federal efficiency standard. Energy 
Star-rated televisions consume three 
watts or less when switched off, 
compared to an average television, 
which consumes almost six watts on 
average. By pushing for the manu-
facturing of more efficient products, 

Energy Star estimates the rating 
system saved businesses, organiza-
tions and consumers $19 billion in 
2008 alone.

Consumers are taking advan-
tage of the program. A survey by 
the Consortium for Energy Effi-
ciency discovered that 76 percent 
of American households recognize 
the Energy Star brand. Of these, 
73 percent purchased an Energy 
Star-labeled product within the last 
year.

Federal energy efficiency tax 
credits for appliances and home 
heating and air systems typically 
require qualifying products to be 
Energy Star-rated. To learn more 

about the Energy Star program, visit 
www.energystar.gov.

Sources: Megan McCoy, NRECA: 
Energy Star; U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Office of Air  
and Radiation; Climate Protection 
Partnerships Division.

Next Operation Round Up Deadline Is May 31
The deadline to submit Operation Round Up grant applications is May 31. Community organizations 

may apply for an Operation Round Up grant by completing and returning an application form, 
available at either North Star office or from a director of the North Star Electric Community Trust 
Board members. The directors are Pete Granger, Margie Sporlein, Gretchen Thompson, Shelly 
Kraft, Zelpha Crawford, Sandi Jo Kennedy, Laura Larson and Jean Reichow.

Grants will be awarded to nonprofit or community-based organizations that demonstrate a 
commitment to enhancing the quality of life in our region. We would like to say THANK YOU to 

all the North Star members who are participating in the Operation Round Up program. About 80 
percent of the membership is contributing to this great cause to help our local communities.

ow do home appliances
get Energy Star® rating?

H



6 North Star Enlightener • May 2010

Our crews started the year retir-
ing idle services and power 

lines that had been disconnected 
for many years. In most cases, if 
new owners would buy the land 
with plans of building on it, they 
would want a new underground 
service (at least near the building 
site). Besides, in order to energize 
the old service, a lot of right-of-
way work would first need to be 
done.  

We hired Pelland-Swenson 
and its crane to move two large 

transformers from Littlefork to Ash River Trail and set 
them on location. Our crews had the basements and 
new underground wires already installed, but waited for 
frozen ground to set the 24,000-pound transformers in 
February. We will now need to terminate our cables and 
do a voltage test later this summer. These transformers 
will serve the new Axis Nova site, Ash River Trail and 
Kettle Falls.  

Crews installed cable for new services through the 
ice this winter to six lots on Lynx Island, Rainy Lake.  
We will be energizing two of them this spring. We also 
have two new services to build to towers going up at Er-
icsburg and down in the Kinmount area off Highway 53.  

This early spring crews have been busy with our an-
nual line inspection and meter changeout program.  They 
are also checking phasing and counting pole attachments 

Allan Baumgartner
Littlefork District
Operations Supervisor

along the way. We have pretty much committed one of 
our crews to taking care of the islands we serve up on 
Rainy Lake this spring.  

Minnkota brought its portable substation up to Kabe-
togama and our crews switched our electric load over to 
it April 20. Minnkota crews then changed out all of the 
distribution side insulators and switches in the substa-
tion to new ones, and then electric loads were switched 
back late the next day. We have had a lot of trouble with 
insulators breaking off during switching procedures in 
the Kabetogama substation over past years, so this was 
very important to get taken care of.  

This summer we will be applying herbicide to our 
right-of-ways that were cleared in 2007 and 2008. Cen-
tral Applicators will be sending out notification letters 
to all members and landowners in the affected areas.  
Work will start west of Birchdale, then go east to Browns 
Corner and south to Lindford, Forsythe and Littlefork 
areas. We will also have approximately 3,000 poles 
tested in our Littlefork areas late this summer or early 
fall. Crews will begin chang-
ing out the rejected poles this 
winter. E.I.R. will be up this 
fall to do OCR maintenance on 
our International Falls and Big 
Falls substations.  

The January 25 ice storm 
caused nine mainline outages in 
our area, but after that we only 
had five individual outages in 
February and March as things 
settled down. As of April 27, 
we had eight individual and 
two mainline outages.

The Lake of the Woods Food Shelf and the Falls Hunger Coalition each received a $340 donation in March for the Minnesota FoodShare 
Campaign. This donation was made possible from the sale of Compact Fluorescent Lamps from both the Baudette and Littlefork offices.

Minnesota FoodShare Campaign

Diana McLain, Lake of the Woods Food Shelf Leah Cowlishaw, Falls Hunger Coalition
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Lake of the Woods County 
Community Services

P.O. Box G-0200 
Baudette, MN 56623 

634-2642 

Northwest Community 
Action Council

P.O. Box 67 
Badger, MN 56714-0067 

800-568-5329

Koochiching County 
Community Services 

1000 5th St.
International Falls, MN 56649 

283-7000

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc.

2232 2nd Ave. E.
P.O. Box 44 

International Falls, MN 56649 
283-9491 or 800-559-9491

Kootasca Community  
Action, Inc.

1213 SE 2nd Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984 

800-422-0312

Arrowhead Economic 
Opportunity Agency

702 3rd Ave. S.
Virginia, MN 55792-2797 

800-662-5711

If you are receiving a low income or 
suffering from a temporary financial 
shortfall, the following agencies may 
be able to assist you with your electric 
bill. We urge you to contact them 
immediately to avoid disconnection if 
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Problems paying 
your electric bill?
Energy assistance may be available!

Get involved in the 
energy debate!

Capacity 
Experts say that our nation’s growing 
electricity needs will soon go well beyond what 
renewables, conservation and efficiency can 
provide. What is your plan to make sure we 
have the electricity we’ll need in the future?

Technology 
What are you doing to fully fund the research 
required to make emissions-free electric plants 
an affordable reality?

?

?

Affordability 
Balancing electricity needs and environmental 
goals will be difficult. How much is all this 
going to increase my electric bill and what will 
you do to make it affordable?

Jobs 
How will you keep existing jobs and attract 
new businesses to Minnesota if our electric 
rates are higher than those in neighboring 
states?

I would like North Star Electric to e-mail my elected officials 
and ask them the following four questions:

Name  __________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  ____________________________________________________________

Account number  __________________________________________________________

Now is the time to have a candid conversation 
with your elected officials. Start the conversation 

today at www.ourenergy.coop.

Senator Al Franken 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
www.franken.senate.gov  
202-224-5641  
Fax: 202-224-0044 
Senator Amy Klobuchar 
302 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
www.klobuchar.senate.gov  
202-224-3244  
1-888-224-9043 (Minnesota office) 
Fax: 202-228-2186 
Congressman James Oberstar 
2365 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
www.jamesoberstar.house.gov 
202-225-6211  
Fax: 202-225-0699
Congressman Collin Peterson 
2211 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
www.collinpeterson.house.gov 
202-225-2165  
Fax: 202-225-1593

Senator Tom Bakk 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
651-296-8881 
sen.tom.bakk@senate.mn
Senator Tom Saxhaug 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room 124 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
651-296-4136 
sen.tom.saxhaug@senate.mn
Senator LeRoy Stumpf 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.  
Capitol Building, Room 208 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
651-296-8660 
sen.leroy.stumpf@senate.mn
Representative Tom Anzelc  
417 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-4936  
rep.tom.anzelc@house.mn

North Star Electric Cooperative Political Leaders
State of Minnesota legislatorsFederal legislators

Representative David Dill  
571 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-2190  
800-339-0466 
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Representative Dave Olin 
593 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-9635  
rep.dave.olin@house.mn
Representative Tom Rukavina  
477 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-296-0170  
888-682-3205 
rep.tom.rukavina@house.mn

?

?
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Enlightener online
We are getting a few requests that we no longer mail the  
Enlightener to homes or businesses of our members because the 
Enlightener is available on our Web site www.northstarelectric.
coop. The Enlightener is available on our Web site at the same time 
or before the Enlightener is mailed. Past Enlightener  issues are also 
available at the same site. If this is something that you would be 
interested in doing, please fill out the form below and we will make 
the change for you. By reading your Enlightener online instead of us 
mailing you the paper copy would save North Star some publishing 
and mailing costs. Any questions, please give us a call at 634-2202 
or 888-634-2202.

Name

Account number

E-mail address

FIRST PLACE   SCORE
Ann Marie Kennedy  Littlefork/Big Falls  97% 
SECOND PLACE
Ross Pritchard  Littlefork/Big Falls 95%                      
Katie Laugtug  Lake of the Woods 95%
Rebecca Ney  Lake of the Woods 93%
Bryce Palm  Lake of the Woods 92%

North Star would like to thank all the students who took time 
to study and take the test, which was about North Star Electric 
and rural electric cooperatives. The students who took the test 
were: Warroad – Charles Verworn and Tyler Titcomb; Lake of 
the Woods – Katie Laugtug, Rebecca Ney, Bryce Palm, Katie 
Pepera, Katelyn Erickson, Heather Stanton, Nolen Lapos, Shae 
Pepera, Amber Stavig, Chelsea Anderson, Jessica Marken, Jake 
Pelach, Ali Hasbargen, Jammie Mollberg, John Huerd, Jennifer 
Buegler and Deanna Olson; Indus –  Calli Erickson;  Little-
fork/Big Falls – Ann Marie Kennedy, Ross Pritchard, Katie 
Crane, Jesse Steele, Haylee Gates, Hannah Larson, Kari Imhof, 
Hannah Hell, Brandon Little, Bjorn Hawkinson, Zach Sten-
cel, Amber Rasmussen, Trisha Jonson and Leah McClellan; 
International Falls – Rachel Crawford, Andy Dougherty, Kristy 
Walls, Brittnie Tatsak and Rein Anderson; Orr – Christina 
Sather. These scholarships were made possible from funding of 
unclaimed capital credits.

Scholarship 
Winners

Energy Efficiency Tip 
of the Month

If you plan on using a dehumidifier this summer to help 
keep your basement dry or your home more comfortable, 
consider purchasing an Energy Star® model. The average 
Energy Star dehumidifier can save you more than $20  
per year; that’s more than $230 in savings over the unit’s  
average lifetime.


