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The China Syndrome

Building new power plants, trans-
mission facilities, substations and 
extending distribution lines to meet 
load growth can no longer be viewed 

as “local.” Increasingly, these activities 
are being swept up in, and adversely 
affected by, global competition for vital 
parts and construction materials.

Jim Hixson, manager of purchasing & 
inventory control at NW Electric Power 
Cooperative, a Cameron, Mo.-based 
generation and transmission (G&T) co-op 
serving seven distribution co-ops and 
about 150 substations, says that in 2006, 
his system felt effects from work on the 
Three Gorges Dam along China’s Yangtze 
River. When fully operational in 2011, the 
22,500-MW hydropower facility will be 
the largest in the world.

“The Three Gorges Dam put a 
tremendous drain on steel everywhere,” 
declares Hixson, who also serves as 
president of the G&T Purchasing Ad-
visory Group, a coalition facilitated by 
NRECA that approaches suppliers as a 

single “customer” to obtain discounts and 
other advantage-pricing opportunities. “It 
affected us because we were purchasing 
steel transmission poles. The availability 
of steel went down, and prices on finished 
product shot up 30 percent to 40 percent 
overnight.” The price spikes, in fact, 
drove some pole suppliers out of busi-
ness. “They had too many contracts that 
quoted lower prices they couldn’t meet,” 
he recounts. “Companies couldn’t stay in 
business buying high and selling low.”

Approximately 1.3 billion people 
– about one-fifth of the world’s popula-
tion – call China home. With more than 
100 cities exceeding 1 million people and 
a national economy experiencing 10 per-
cent average annual growth for the past 
decade, China currently gobbles up about 
half of the world’s concrete as well as 
one-third of all steel, one-quarter of cop-
per, and one-fifth of global oil supplies, 
indicates Peter Navarro, business profes-
sor at the University of California-Irvine, 
and author of The Coming China Wars. 

The country’s annual population growth 
exceeds the number of people living in 
Pennsylvania, Illinois or Ohio.

To power this “Wild East” expan-
sion, China adds a new coal-fired plant 
(outfitted with little or no environmen-
tal controls) large enough to serve an 
area the size of San Diego every seven 
to 10 days. In 2005, the nation erected 
51,000 MW of generating capacity, 
then doubled that amount in 2006 
– enough to energize France – and 
plans to build at least 500 coal plants 
by 2015.

Meanwhile, India, a democracy 
with a population of 1.1 billion – one-
sixth of the world’s people – sees its 
economy expanding by about 9 percent 
per year. (The U.S. economy, in con-
trast, grew by 2.2 percent in 2007, ac-
cording to the U.S. Commerce Depart-
ment, and has increased an average of 
3.5 percent per year since 1880.) And 
India will add another 200 coal-fired 
generating stations during the next 
seven years.

Overall, the past 20 years have wit-
nessed previously poor nations in Asia, 
Eastern Europe and the Middle East 
transform themselves from backwater 
provinces into thriving centers for oil, 
natural gas, timber, manufacturing, tour-
ism, information technology and financial 
services. Flush with cash, these economic 
“tigers” have embarked on unprecedented 
construction binges, erecting thousands of 
power plants, factories, residential high-

North Star Electric will be 
closed Monday, May 26, in 

observance of Memorial Day.

By Peter Nye

Breakneck economic growth in China, India and other developing 
countries, coupled with a falling dollar, continue to jack up the cost 
of construction materials and equipment used by electric co-ops



2 North Star Enlightener • May 2008

Gopher State 
One Call

It’s the LAW
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Notification Center
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North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mission Statement
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nity by responsibly providing 

electric energy and other benefi-
cial services while maintaining 

the very highest standards of 
performance.
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Highlights from the Boardroom

• St. Louis and Koochiching counties: 
Bob Orgon 
10111 Roosevelt Rd. S.E. 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
Phone: (218) 556-3829 
Fax: (218) 333-0451 
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.)

• Roseau and Lake of the Woods counties: 
Scott Stenvik 
16409 State Hwy 1 N.W.  
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 
Phone: (218) 689-5406 
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 

CURRENT ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS
State law requires that every new electrical installation in any construction, remodel-
ing, replacement or repair shall file a certificate for inspection with the State Board of 
Electricity and be inspected by a Minnesota electrical inspector.

Members’ corner?

These are the highlights from the 
Board of Directors meeting held on 
April 4, 2008.

Prior to the board meeting, the 
board members had attended a session 
with the employees to hear MREA 
(Minnesota Rural Electric Associa-
tion) Manager Mark Glaess present the 
issues facing our legislators regarding 
energy bills and the anticipated high 
costs associated with them.  

 The board acted upon usual, rou-
tine business. In addition, they voted to 
participate in the CFC Integrity Fund, 
to become a member of CoBank and 
execute documents to potentially se-
cure a $2 million loan, and to identify 
several local charitable organizations 
as recipients of unclaimed capital 
credits.    

Reports from staff included the 

financial report, the CIP (conserva-
tion improvement program), wind and 
solar installations, safety programs, the 
AMR project, Member Appreciation 
Days and plans to have the resources 
available for members attending the 
Open Houses to contact their elected 
officials about the high cost of the 
proposed carbon tax.        

Reports from meetings were given.
Detailed minutes are available at 

the Cooperative for member review. 
Regular board meetings are gener-
ally held the first Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board, or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact Manager Dan Hoskins 
at least one week in advance to be 
included on the agenda.

We are adding a section called the members’ corner. What we 
would like is for members to send in questions about your electric 
Cooperative, and we will answer them for you. Please give us your 
name and a phone number in case we need to clarify the question, 
and send them to North Star Electric, PO Box 7�9, Baudette, MN, 
56623, Attn: Wayne. 
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rises and office towers. Projects of this 
scope commandeer vast amounts of basic 
building resources along with engineering 
and skilled labor expertise – and push up 
prices for materials everywhere.

Power pressures
Between 2004 and 2007, the cost 

of non-renewable generation facilities, 
transmission lines and distribution equip-
ment rose by 25 percent to 35 percent 
compared with a general inflation rate of 
8 percent, according to a report by the 
Edison Foundation, a Washington, D.C.-
based think tank dedicated to promoting 
the benefits of electricity. Another study 
by Cambridge Energy Research Associ-
ates and the consulting firm IHS, Inc., 
found that the average cost of building 
new baseload coal or nuclear power 
plants in North America went up 27 
percent over the past year alone, and has 
climbed 76 percent since 2005 and 130 
percent since 2000. In addition, delivery 
times for engineered power plant equip-
ment have increased 50 percent in the past 
six months.

Such figures set off alarm bells when 
it comes to electric rates, as the United 
States has run out of excess generating ca-
pacity and must add about 292,000 MW 
by 2030 to meet an expected 40 percent 
increase in consumer demand, according 
to the U.S. Energy Information Adminis-
tration. Electric co-ops –  experiencing 4 
percent average annual load growth and 
2.7 percent average consumer growth per 
year, well above levels of other electric 
utilities – estimate they will need to bring 
approximately 13,000 MW of new gen-
eration on-line over the next decade.

“Unless significantly more baseload 
power plants are placed into service soon, 
there’s a good chance consumers could 
experience brownouts and even rolling 
blackouts in the not-too-distant future,” 
warns NRECA CEO Glenn English. “But 
this generation will be the most expensive 
in history, coming at a time when prices 
for fossil fuels to produce electricity and 
construction materials like steel, cop-
per and concrete are shooting upward. 
Coupled with this, local, state and federal 
lawmakers are considering imposing 
additional costs to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, notably carbon dioxide, 
blamed for contributing to global climate 
change.”

He adds, “For electric co-ops, this 
‘perfect storm’ – aimed squarely at the 
pocketbooks of consumers – means that 
it’s going to become increasingly difficult 
to fulfill our responsibility of maintain-
ing a safe and reliable supply of power, 
let alone try to hold down electric bills. 
It also spells trouble for the economic 
health of our service territories, since we 
serve more low-income consumers than 
any other sector of the electric utility 
industry.”

At the Prairie State Energy Campus 
near Lively Grove, Ill., the tab to build 
a 1,582-MW state-of-the-art, two-unit 
coal-fueled power plant soared about 40 
percent – some $900 million – during two 
years of legal wrangling with environ-
mental activists before groundbreaking 
took place last October, notes Robert 
Harbour, president/CEO of Prairie Power, 
Inc., a G&T headquartered in Jackson-
ville, Ill.

“Absolutely, work on Prairie State has 
been impacted by financial pressures from 
overseas,” Harbour stresses. “Prices are 
up on major equipment such as boilers 
and turbine-generators, circuit breakers, 
transformers, and wire, and minor materi-
als like hardware bolts, ground rods and 
clamps. It will likely impact consumer 
rates at the end of the day.”

Prairie Power, providing wholesale 
electricity to 11 electric distribution 
co-ops, has committed to a roughly 130-
MW (8.82 percent) ownership stake in 
the now $4 billion Prairie State facility, 
which is being built in conjunction with 
Marion, Ill.-based Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative, a G&T serving six electric 
distribution co-ops and two city owned 
utilities, six other municipal utilities and 
Peabody Energy, a coal company. Unit 
1 will go on-line in June 2011, with the 
second unit to follow a year later.

Duane Highley, director of power pro-
duction at Associated Electric Coopera-
tive, a G&T in Springfield, Mo., serving 
six regional G&Ts and 51 distribution co-
ops in three states, asserts that China and 
India have turned into plum clients for 
manufacturers. (795-07-001-51 Sophie 
Hielscher) For a boiler that Associated 
Electric needed to purchase for a pro-
posed 660-MW super-critical coal plant 
near Norborne, in the northwestern part of 
the Show Me State, the G&T’s construc-
tion partner selected a Japanese vendor.

“When the price kept going up and 
up, we inquired why,” Highley recalls. 
“Their representative told us that the 
United States is no longer at the top of the 
market – the company’s whole business 
plan is geared toward China and India. 
If the firm can sell a boiler in the United 
States, that’s fine, but it’s not willing to 
negotiate – the price is take-it-or-leave-it. 
The U.S. market for large power plant 
boilers is about dead. That came as a real 
shock.”

Since Associated Electric began pre-
paring to submit an air permit application 
to the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources for the Norborne facility two 
years ago, costs for the nearly $2 billion 
plant have skyrocketed 30 percent. “That 
is consistent with what we are seeing in 
our other construction,” Highley confirms.

Because of the rising costs, coupled 
with the likely imposition of federal curbs 
on greenhouse gas emissions, the G&T’s 
board last month voted to delay the proj-
ect indefinitely.

Clyde Bush, project manager for Dry 
Fork Station – a 385-MW coal-fired plant 
near Gillette, Wyo., being built by Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative, a Bismarck, 
N.D.-headquartered G&T serving 125 
member co-ops in nine states – explains 
that, “After our board approved con-
struction in December 2003, we did our 
front-end chores, such as working up a 
preliminary engineering design leading to 
site selection and permitting. But between 
our concept budget and final budget, we 
saw substantial cost escalations on the 
magnitude of about 50 percent over three 
years.”

Foreign focus
Prices for materials and key com-

ponents are likely to escalate into the 
foreseeable future, predicts Paul Novak, 
CEO of the Tempe, Ariz.- based Institute 
for Supply Management, which includes 
purchasing and inventory control profes-
sionals across all industries.

“In the past, materials shortages –  no-
tably in the 1970s and during World War 
II – were transitory,” he says. “Manufac-
turers boosted production in the 1970s to 
meet demand, and World War II ended. 
[NRECA, incidentally, was formed in 
1942 partly to fight for co-op access 

The China Syndrome (Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 4)
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to war-rationed copper and aluminum 
wire.] But today, demand outstrips supply 
because of worldwide growth. The boom-
ing economies of China, India and other 
countries are creating competition for 
raw materials and goods that didn’t exist 
before.”

Novak comments that some U.S. sup-
pliers have had profit margins completely 
eclipsed by rising prices. “For example, 
vendors that signed a five-year contract 
with a utility before the run-up in the 
price of steel are now saying they can’t 
deliver at the contract price.”

At East Kentucky Power Coopera-
tive, a G&T headquartered in Winchester, 
Ky., supplying wholesale electricity to 
16 distribution co-
ops, Supply Chain 
Manager Carl 
Liles relates that 
his peers are see-
ing lead times for 
ordering materials 
steadily inching up 
from three to four 
months – all driven 
by the voracious 
Asian economic 
appetite.

Many elec-
tric co-ops are 
quickly finding 
out that United 
States retains lim-
ited – and in many 
cases non-existent 
– manufacturing 
ability for critical 
items. Hixson, who 
remembers when 
some U.S. heavy 
industries merged and consolidated opera-
tions in the mid-1970s before packing 
up and moving abroad 15 to 20 years 
later in search of cheaper labor and less 
regulation, contends, “We probably have 
one-fifth of the manufacturing we had in 
1975. Many companies moved to Canada, 
then to China. That was the path out of 
town. It’s difficult to explain to co-op line 
workers whenever they pick up a box of 
freight why it’s stamped ‘Made in China.’ 
We no longer have any choice but to order 
materials from China.”

Northeast Missouri Electric Power 
Cooperative, a Palmyra, Mo.-based G&T, 
recently bought fiber-optic cable so its 

eight distribution co-ops in Missouri and 
Iowa would have connectivity for auto-
mated meter reading and after-hours calls 
flowing into a recently installed integrated 
voice response system.

“I contacted G&Ts in Missouri and 
asked what companies they dealt with and 
what product was out there,” mentions 
purchasing manager Rusty Adrian, who 
also sits on the G&T Purchasing Advisory 
Group. “Of three bids we ended up re-
ceiving, the lowest came from the Suzhou 
Furukawa Power Optic Cable Co., Ltd. 
[SFPOC], an international conglomer-
ate spanning three continents that makes 
fiber-optic cable in Shanghai, China.”

Adrian admits he was nervous about 

the quality of goods from China. “So we 
asked lots of questions. SFPOC officials 
even invited us over to visit their factory. 
Our head engineer, Bob Schreiner, and 
myself flew there in May 2006.”

Shanghai, the East China port city 
that savvy travelers and novelists long 
ago dubbed “Queen of the Orient,” today 
boasts about 16 million residents – more 
than Missouri and adjacent Arkansas and 
Kansas combined.

“I had a perception of the city that 
was totally different from what I actually 
saw,” Adrian says, referencing the dense 
metropolis of skyscrapers and modern 
buildings that greeted him. “Bob and 

I toured the SFPOC factory and found 
cable testing, from beginning to the end 
of production, to be no different than 
here in America. We were very impressed 
with how clean the factory was. When we 
came to the area where they were making 
fiber-optic cable – for another electric co-
op in the U.S. – we had to wear protective 
shoe covers to prevent contamination.”

Nearly two years later, the first 
extensions of fiber-optic cable have 
been installed in the service territories 
of Northeast Missouri Electric Power 
members and function perfectly, Adrian 
acknowledges. SFPOC’s president also 
has visited the area twice.

“I’d like to keep everything in on our 
shores,” he ex-
plains. “But when it 
comes to business, 
the world is chang-
ing. We need to 
open our minds.”

For work at 
Basin Electric 
Power’s Dry Fork 
Station, purchasing 
boilers and large 
coal-based steam 
drums has taken on 
international flavor. 
(556-03-005-01 
Jon T. Lattu) With 
limited world-
wide availability, 
the G&T ordered 
a boiler in 2006 
from Babcock & 
Wilcox Company, 
an engineering 
business founded 
in 1867 and based 

in the Akron, Ohio, suburb of Barberton. 
During World War II, Babcock & Wilcox 
boilers powered more than half the U.S. 
naval fleet. Today, the company operates 
as a division of an international corpora-
tion and makes boilers in Beijing, China’s 
capital and host city of the 2008 Summer 
Olympics.

“It isn’t like we’re throwing an order 
over the fence for an unknown commod-
ity,” Bush, the project manager, observes. 
“We’re working with an extension of a 
U.S. company, but it makes boilers in 
China. Securing these unique manufac-
tured components is extremely competi-
tive. Virtually everything connected to 

The China Syndrome (Continued from page 3)

Construction of the Three Gorges Dam along China’s Yangtze River has put a severe strain 
on the availability of steel, driving up prices everywhere. When fully operational in 20��, the 
22,500-MW hydropower facility will be the largest in the world.
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power generation is now made offshore. 
That’s the nature of the beast.”

Domino effect 
The materials pricing situation 

remains no different on the distribution 
co-op end. One of the nation’s fastest-
growing local co-ops, Cobb Electric 
Membership Corporation in Marietta, 
Ga., has encountered the changing world 
economy on several levels, suggests Tom 
Denison, associate vice president of sup-
ply. Since 2001, Cobb EMC has added 
nearly 30,000 consumers and 2,350 miles 
of line to its largely urbanized service 
territory northwest of Atlanta, swelling to 
190,000 members hooked up to 10,130 
miles of line.

“With the slowing housing market, 
I’m planning to buy 20 percent fewer 
transformers this year and 20 percent less 
ACSR [aluminum conductor, steel-re-
inforced] overhead bare wire and util-
ity-grade guy wire, but prices are still 
going up,” insists Denison. “In addition, I 
recently received letters from three differ-
ent concrete suppliers informing me that 
their prices are also on the rise. Typically, 
you don’t see that when housing is in a 
down market.”

When he buys aluminum wire, 
Denison’s suppliers tie the metal to a base 
price index updated every month. As the 
market value of aluminum fluctuates, the 
price rises or falls.

“But steel prices keep mounting, and 
none of my suppliers want to quote firm 
prices anymore,” he states. “As far as I 
know, anyone buying steel essentially 
pays spot price.”

Meanwhile, with prices for crude oil 
topping $100 a barrel, everything made 
from petroleum becomes more expensive 
– exacerbated in this country as the dollar 
weakens against China’s yuan, the Euro-
pean Union’s euro, and other currencies. 
Higher oil prices mean electric co-ops 
– serving fewer consumers per mile of 
line spread across expansive, rugged rural 
areas in most cases – must spend more 
to fuel fleet vehicles, purchase treated 
wood poles and buy conductor shields for 
underground residential cable.

“Over the past five years, we have 
seen prices for poles climb 30 percent, 
aluminum wire 70 percent, transformers 
85 percent, triplex 200 percent and copper 
wire 280 percent,” reports Craig Eccher, 
president & CEO of Mansfield, Pa.-based 
Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative, 
which serves 18,200 consumers spread 
over approximately 5,000 square miles of 

mountainous terrain. “These increases are 
all outpacing inflation. Thanks to technol-
ogy advances and alliances we’ve formed, 
we’re doing what we can to absorb them. 
But eventually, these costs will affect the 
distribution charge that our consumer-
members pay.”

Denise Myers, manager of purchasing 
at Blue Grass Energy in Nicholasville, 
Ky., which serves approximately 52,000 
members, says steady hikes in the cost 
of copper, nickel and other materials 
– amounting to about 35 percent over six 
years – smack the co-op hard. Blue Grass 
Energy experienced 4.5 percent consumer 
growth in 2007.

“Things will only get tougher in 
years ahead,” she concedes. “All co-ops 
are going to be hit with higher trans-
former costs, thanks to new minimum 
transformer efficiency standards recently 
announced by the U.S. Department of 
Energy. These standards, which apply to 

all transformers made after Jan. 1, 2010, 
require manufacturers to produce units 
containing more expensive core steel 
– something only a few mills are able to 
provide – and copper.”

Myers continues, “The more-efficient 
transformers will most likely be heavier, 
too. That could force some electric co-
ops to buy bigger – and more expensive 
– poles to handle them. And the lead time 
for ordering transformers will grow as 
well.” The nation’s electric distribution 
co-ops purchase approximately 400,000 
pole-mount and 150,000 pad-mount 
transformers annually; suppliers feel 
transformer prices may increase up to 50 
percent as a result.

Sheldon Petersen, governor & CEO of 
Herndon, Va.-based National Rural Utili-

ties Cooperative Finance Corporation, the 
major private-market lender for electric 
co-ops, doesn’t see the global situation 
changing anytime soon. He notes that im-
ports accounted for 17 percent of the U.S. 
Gross Domestic Product in 2006, up from 
12 percent in 1995, a shift driven largely 
by higher consumption of foreign oil and 
goods brought in from China.

“Foreign capital finances about 32 
percent of U.S. domestic investment – up 
from just 7 percent in 1995,” Petersen 
maintains. “That’s one out of every three 
dollars.”

According to the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, 5 million domestic workers 
are employed by foreign companies with 
U.S. operations. These include automak-
ers like Toyota, Honda and BMW; pub-
lishers such as Random House, Penguin 
Putnam and Harper-Collins; media outlets 
ranging from the Wall Street Journal and 
FOX Broadcasting to Sony Pictures; as 

well as telecommunications giants like 
Ericsson, Nokia and T-Mobile.

Pointing out how state-backed 
investors in South Korea, Singapore and 
Kuwait provided $21 billion on short 
notice to rescue Citigroup and Merrill 
Lynch, two leading U.S. banks that had 
lost fortunes in the subprime mortgage 
debacle, Petersen concludes, “The global 
movement of capital, as well as goods and 
services, means that the Federal Reserve 
Board no longer controls money supply 
the way it did just 10 or 12 years ago. 
That carries big implications for all of 
us.”

Costs to build the �,582-MW state-of-the-art, two-unit Prairie State Energy Campus 
soared about 40 percent – some $900 million – during two years of legal wrangling with 
environmental activists before groundbreaking for the facility took place last October. Two 
Illinois generation and transmission co-ops are part owners of the coal-fired power plant.

Reprinted with permission from the April 2008 issue of Rural Electric 
Magazine © National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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Many farm workers are killed each year 
when their farm equipment makes contact 
with overhead power lines. These tragic 
accidents are preventable. Before heading 
back into the fields, Safe Electricity urges 
farm workers to review farm activities 
and work practices that take place around 
power lines.

“Make sure everyone who works on 
the farm knows the location of power 
lines and keeps farm equipment at least 
10 feet away from them,” said Molly 
Hall, director of Safe Electricity. “Keep 
in mind, the minimum 10 foot distance 
is a 360-degree rule – below, to the side 
and above lines. It may take a little more 
time, but ensuring proper clearance can 
save lives.”

“Many farm electrical accidents 
that involve power line contact happen 
when loading or preparing to transport 
equipment to fields, or while performing 
maintenance or repairs on farm machin-
ery near power lines,” notes Bob Aherin, 
University of Illinois Agricultural Safety 
Specialist. “It can be difficult to estimate 
distance and sometimes a power line is 
closer than it looks. A spotter or someone 
with a broader view can help.”

Today’s larger farms require trans-
porting tractors and equipment to fields 
several miles away. Before transit, avoid 
raising the arms of planters, cultivators or 
truck beds near power lines.

Be aware of increased height when 
loading and transporting larger modern 
tractors. Also, many tractors are now 
equipped with radios and communica-

tions systems and have antennas extend-
ing from the cab to 15 feet above the 
ground that could make contact with 
power lines. 

Some other equipment safety considerations:
• Always lower portable augers or elevators 

to their lowest possible level – under �4 feet 
– before moving or transporting; use care 
when raising them.

• When moving large equipment or high 
loads near a power line, always use a spot-
ter, or someone to help make certain that 
contact is not made with a line. 

• Never attempt to raise or move a power line 
to clear a path!

As in any outdoor work, be care-
ful not to raise any equipment such as 
ladders, poles or rods into power lines. 
Remember, non-metallic materials such 
as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes and 
hay will conduct electricity depending on 
dampness and dust and dirt contamina-
tion. Do not try to clear storm-damage 
debris and limbs near or touching power 
lines or near fallen lines. 

The overhead electric wires aren’t 
the only electrical contact that can result 
in a serious incident. Pole guy wires are 
grounded to the neutral; but, when one of 
the guy wires is broken, it can cause an 
electric current disruption. This can make 
those neutral wires anything but harm-
less. If you hit a guy wire and break it, 
call the utility to fix it. Don’t do it your-
self. When dealing with electrical poles 
and wires, always call the electric utility.

“It’s also important for operators 
of farm equipment or vehicles to know 
what to do if the vehicle comes in contact 
with a power line,” Hall said. “It’s almost 
always best to stay in the cab and call for 
help. Warn others who may be nearby to 
stay away and wait until the electric util-
ity arrives to make sure power to the line 
is cut off.”

“If the power line is energized and 
you step outside, your body becomes 
the path and electrocution is the re-
sult,” Aherin said. “Even if a power line 
has landed on the ground, there is still 
the potential for the area nearby to be 
energized. Stay inside the vehicle unless 
there’s fire or imminent risk of fire.”

In that case, the proper action is to 
jump – not step – with both feet hitting 
the ground at the same time. Do not al-
low any part of your body to touch the 
equipment and the ground at the same 
time. Continue to shuffle or hop to safety, 
keeping both feet together as you leave 
the area.Once you get away from the 
equipment, never attempt to get back 
on or even touch the equipment. Many 
electrocutions occur when the operator 
dismounts and, realizing nothing has hap-
pened, tries to get back on the equipment.

Farmers may want to consider mov-
ing or burying power lines around build-
ings or busy pathways where many farm 
activities take place. If planning a new 
outbuilding or farm structure, contact 
your power supplier for information on 
minimum safe clearances from overhead 
and underground power lines.

Consider electrical 
hazards during spring 
planting season

Transporting Grain Augers

Antennas

Folding Cultivators

Tractor Loader Building Under Power Lines
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Russian scientists offer other perspectives
The debate isn’t over

Skepticism about human-induced global warming is once 
again reaching the science reports of mainstream media 
outlets, suggesting that the debate is far from over.

In 2007 British meteorologists made headlines pre-
dicting that the buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
would make last year the warmest year on record. Unfortunately 
for carbon reduction advocates, a cold snap is pulling down the 
six-year running average of temperatures and the record set in 
1998 has not been surpassed. 

In fact, for nearly a decade the Earth has not seen any global 
warming. (383-12-005-01 Forrest Cook) Even though atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide continues to accumulate – up about 4 
percent since 1998 – the global mean temperature has remained 
flat. This observation raises some questions about the theory that 
carbon dioxide is the primary cause of climate change.

“Perhaps the opponents of the man-made global warming 
theory are beginning to be heard once again,” said David Loer, 
Minnkota Power Cooperative president & CEO. “Fair and bal-
anced reporting on the Earth’s ever-changing climate, as well 
as man’s potential impact on it, are appearing in the media once 
again.”

The Earth is now at the peak of one of its passing warm 
spells, according to Moscow scientist Oleg Sorokhtin. The 
warming trend started in the 17th century when there was no 
industrial influence on the climate. 
Sorokhtin, a fellow of the Russian 
Academy of Natural Sciences and 
senior scientist at Moscow’s Shir-
shov Institute of Oceanography, 
argues that the current warming is 
a natural process and completely 
independent of greenhouse gas 
influences.

The primary driver of cli-
mate change is solar activity and 
luminosity, he said. The greater 
they are, the warmer the Earth’s 
climate becomes.

“Carbon dioxide is not to 
blame for global climate change,” 
Sorokhtin said. “Solar activity is 
many times more powerful than 
the energy produced by the whole 
of humankind. Man’s influence on 
nature is a drop in the ocean.”

Cooling predictions
Temperatures on Earth have 

stabilized in the past decade, and 
the planet could see a new Ice 
Age rather than global warming, 
another Russian scientist noted.

“Russian and foreign research 

data confirm that global temperatures in 2007 were practically 
similar to those in 2006, and, in general, identical to 1998-2006 
temperatures, which, basically means that the Earth passed the 
peak of global warming in 1998-2005,” said Khabibullo Abdusa-
matov, head of a space research lab at the Pulkovo Observatory 
in St. Petersburg.  

“A year ago, many meteorologists predicted that higher 
levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere would make the year 
2007 the hottest in the last decade, but, fortunately, these predic-
tions did not become reality,” Abdusamatov said. 

He also noted that in 2008, global temperatures would drop 
slightly, rather than rise, due to unprecedented low solar radia-
tion in the past 30 years, and would continue decreasing even if 
industrial emissions of carbon dioxide reach record levels.

By 2041, Abdusamatov said solar activity will reach its mini-
mum according to a 200-year cycle, and a deep cooling period 
will hit the Earth in 2055-2060. It will last for 45-65 years, he 
added, citing a predicted decline in sunspot activity.

 “Much remains to be discovered about how and why our 
climate changes,” said Loer. “Millions of people might assume 
that Al Gore and other alarmists are correct when they claim the 
debate in the scientific community is over. A so-called ‘consen-
sus’, however, does not prove the validity of their claims.”
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Next Operation 
Round Up 

Deadline is June 1
The deadline to submit Operation 
Round Up grant applications is June 
1. Community organizations may 
apply for an Operation Round Up 
grant by completing and returning an 
application form, available at either 
North Star office or from a director 
of the North Star Electric Com-
munity Trust Board members. The 
directors are Pete Granger, Margie 
Sporlein, Gretchen Thompson, Joyce 
Wheelock, Wendy Boorman, Laura 
Larson and Jean Reichow.

Grants will be awarded to non-
profit or community-based organiza-
tions that demonstrate a commitment 
to enhancing the quality of life in our 
region.

We would like to say THANK 
YOU to all the North Star members 
who are participating in the Opera-
tion Round Up program. About 80 
percent of the membership is contrib-
uting to this great cause to help our 
local communities.

FIRST PLACE – $1,000  SCORE
Anton Imhof  Littlefork/Big Falls  95% 
SECOND PLACE – $400 each
Chelsea Poolman  Lake of the Woods 93%                      
Lindsey Carlson  Lake of the Woods 84%
Morgan Supinski (tie $267) International Falls 82%
Lindsay Christianson (tie $267) Lake of the Woods 82%
Levi Olson (tie $267) Lake of the Woods 82%

Congratulations to this year’s winners!
North Star would like to thank all the students that took the time to study and take the 
test, which was about North Star Electric and rural electric cooperatives. The students 
who took the test were: Warroad – Renata Kingsburg and Morgan Pieper; Lake of the 
Woods – Chelsea Poolman, Lindsey Carlson, Lindsay Christianson, Levi Olson, Lacy 
Holen, Kyle Horntvedt, Carla Johnson, Kayd Hildebrandt, Jordan Marken, Carrie Fish, 
Jake Beckel, Ashley Nelson, Garrett Nelson, Nick Baade, Nicholas Flores, Jared Hovde 
and Peder Beckstrand; Indus – Lyle Guerard, Carl Hultman and Ally Trautlin; Little-
fork/Big Falls – Billy Boyd, Zak Vork, Zach McCellan, Anton Imhof, Mark Haverland 
and Kaei Reimer; International Falls – Derek Nelson, Miles Arnold, Brock Johnson, 
Josh Urban, Josh Mastin, Morgan Supinski, Michael Seegert and Erica Batdorf. These 
scholarships were made possible from funding of unclaimed capital credits.

Scholarship Winners


