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Energy alert
Congress is considering plans 
that could drastically increase 
your electric bill in the coming 
years. Now is the time to 
make your voice heard before 
decisions are made. You can do 
something about it. See page 7.
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Highlights from the BOARDROOM

Gopher State 
One Call

It’s the LAW
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

Minnesota Statewide One Call
Notifi cation Center
1-800-252-1166

North Star Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mission Statement

 
To improve the lives of our 

member-owners and commu-
nity by responsibly providing 

electric energy and other benefi -
cial services while maintaining 

the very highest standards of 
performance.

We added a section called the members’ corner. What we would like is 
for members to send in questions about your electric Cooperative, and 
we will answer them for you. Please give us your name and a phone 
number in case we need to clarify the question, and send them to North 
Star Electric, PO Box 719, Baudette, MN, 56623, Attn: Wayne. 

Members’ 
corner

These are the highlights from the 
Board of Directors meeting held on 
March 5, 2009. The board acted upon 
usual, routine business and voted 
to approve the rate for the neutrino 
facility near Ash Lake, and to appoint 
Directors Arnesen and Bergan as North 
Star’s representatives on the Minnkota 
and Square Butte boards of directors. 

Staff reports included that the 
fi nancial year is off to a good start with 
the cold weather and reduced load 
control hours, there have been some 
seasonal accounts choosing to discon-
nect, members who choose to discon-
nect are informed that idle services can 
be removed at any time, inventory ad-
justments are minimal, a review of the 
year-end RUS Form 7 report, plans are 
being made for the upcoming power 
plant tours for students and members, 
the upcoming cooperative knowledge 
scholarship competition, there are few-
er phone calls asking about distributed 
generation (members generating their 
own electricity and selling it back to 
the cooperative), the move from North 
Star’s own Conservation Improvement 
Plan to a consortium of the Minnkota 
cooperatives on the Minnesota side, 
which will reduce the size of rebates 
for ENERGY STAR® appliances 
purchased by members, fewer recent 
rebate requests, new large pipeline 
loads coming to the Red River Valley, 
which will consume signifi cant fi rm 
power and increase future load control 
hours, an extension of the all-power-
requirements clause is being sought by 
Minnkota Power to coincide with the 
fi nancing for the purchase of additional 
output from the Young 2 plant, an offer 
from Cannon Cooper to replace a com-
ponent in its meters is being reviewed, 
North Star participated in a biomass 
meeting sponsored by the University 

of Minnesota at the Nite Hawk, the 
IRS 990 form has changed and how 
the cooperative is complying, and 
on Operations Department activities, 
which included creating an engineering 
model in house, outages, no lost-time 
hours, equipment, safety and train-
ing, and gathering bids and material 
for this summer’s work plan projects. 
Manager of Member Services Haukaas 
gave a presentation on the state’s CIP 
(Conservation Improvement Program), 
which is a mandate that will require 
utilities to sell 4.5 percent less electric-
ity by 2012. With the Minnkota group 
needing to reduce sales by 25 million 
kwh at a projected cost of $4 million, 
this program will cost the members 16 
cents for each kwh not sold. Concerns 
about the possible shutdown of the 
Loran Coast Guard Station south of 
Baudette were also discussed.

Board members reported on meet-
ings, which included topics such as 
legislative involvement, combining 
some meetings for cost savings, fears 
of lack of generation due to the current 
legislative climate, “smart grid” and 
Google meter technology, improving 
the approval process of director ex-
pense voucher, and the importance of 
letting our members know how signifi -
cantly legislative actions have begun to 
affect their electric bills, with further 
legislative action being proposed.  

Detailed minutes are available at 
the cooperative for member review. 
Regular board meetings are gener-
ally held the fi rst Wednesday of every 
month. If you wish to speak with the 
board, or have an item that you would 
like to have placed on the agenda, 
please contact Manager Dan Hoskins 
at least one week in advance to be 
included on the agenda.
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• St. Louis and Koochiching counties:
Bob Orgon
10111 Roosevelt Rd. S.E.
Bemidji, MN 56601
Phone: (218) 556-3829
Fax: (218) 333-0451
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.)

• Roseau and Lake of the Woods counties:
Scott Stenvik
16409 State Hwy 1 N.W. 
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Phone: (218) 689-5406
7 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (Mon. thru Fri.) 

Current electrical inspectors
State law requires that every new electri-
cal installation in any construction, re-
modeling, replacement or repair shall fi le 
a certifi cate for inspection with the State 
Board of Electricity and be inspected by 
a Minnesota electrical inspector.

Dan Hoskins, General Manager

“With the rising cost of electricity and the political 
proposals that could affect us, we are going to utilize 
some of this time to have you listen to the professionals.”

Ok folks, get a pen or pencil out and
 mark your calendars. On Thursday,
  May 14, and Friday, May 15, we 
will be holding our Open House/

Member Appreciation days. Thursday, 
May 14, we will be at our Littlefork of-
fi ce from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. and then on 
Friday, May 15, we will be at our Bau-
dette offi ce from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Now, most of you know that we 
have done this in the past. We do ap-
preciate our member-owners very much 
and with times the way they are, some 
of you are probably asking why we are 
doing this again this year. Well, with the 
rising cost of electricity and the politi-
cal proposals that could affect us, we are 
going to utilize some of this time to have 
you listen to the professionals. We have 
invited, David Loer, President & CEO 
of Minnkota Power Cooperative and 
Mark Glaess, Manager of the Minnesota 
Rural Electric Association to attend both 

sessions of our open houses. They will 
give a short talk on the energy industry, 
rates, energy availability, cost association 
with energy production, and the outlook 
of future costs and availability of energy. 
Then, they will take a few questions con-
cerning energy. This will all occur during 
the lunch hour, from 12 noon, until your 
questions are answered.

We look forward to this opportunity 
to bring these two gentlemen to our open 
houses. With their knowledge of the 
industry and with the current pros and 
cons of the industry, this should be a very 
informative luncheon. So please mark 
your calendars to attend one of the open 
houses for a very informative bratwurst 
gathering. 

I have one more thing to add; our 
economy is going through a pretty 
rough time. It is affecting a lot of people 
through job cut backs, layoffs and rising 
costs. Plus, with the harsh winter and 

all the sub-zero weather, some of you 
have gotten behind and are temporarily 
struggling to catch up on those winter 
electric bills. Well, our Customer Rela-
tions Department is here to assist you and 
prevent interruption of your electric ser-
vice and additional fees. Please, call our 
Customer Relations Department as soon 
as possible at 1-888-258-2008 and they 
will do their best to work out a suitable 
payment arrangement. There may also 
be some monetary assistance available to 
help you pay some of your electric bill. In 
LOW County, contact Northwest Com-
munity Action at 1-800-568-5329, and in 
Koochiching County, call Kootasca, at 
1-800-559-9491.  Please be advised, 
the funds are on a “fi rst come-fi rst serve 
basis.” 

God Bless You and Our Troops,
Dan

Informational Open Houses

Laundry Energy-Saving Tips
  Wash clothes in cold water. Use hot water only for very dirty loads.
  Do only full laundry loads.
  If you must do smaller loads, adjust the water level in the washing machine to match the 

load size, especially when using hot water.
   Always use cold-water rinse.
  Use bath towels at least twice before washing them.
  Clean your dryer’s lint trap before each load.
   Make sure that the outdoor dryer exhaust door closes when 

dryer is off.
  Verify dryer vent hose is tightly connected to inside wall fi tting.
  Check that the dryer vent hose is tightly connected to dryer.
   Make sure dryer vent hose is not kinked or clogged.
  Minimize clothes drying time; use moisture sensor on dryer if available.
   Dry consecutive loads to harvest heat remaining in dryer from last load.
   Consider using a “solar-powered” clothes dryer, an old-fashioned clothesline.
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In 1994, rapper “Left-Eye” Lisa Lopes 
set fi re to her boyfriend Andre Rison’s 
tennis shoes. That lack of civility set fi re 
to Rison’s mansion and burned it to the 
ground. Ms. Lopes claimed, “I was just 
trying to barbecue his tennis shoes,” as 
revenge for his supposed infi delity, and 
the fi re got out of control. Rison, also 
known as “Bad Moon” during his playing 
days for the Atlanta Falcons, was inno-
cent of her allegation but a victim of the 
pyromaniac.

“My Bad.” You Think?
With congress, if not the Minnesota 

Legislature, ready to address climate 
change, the questions are whether it 
can be done, and without torching the 
economy. Here are a few perspectives 
on the potential costs of reducing CO

2
 

emissions:
• The Natural Resources Defense 

Council, a major environmental group, 
testifi ed that the projected cost to con-
sumers of last year’s Lieberman-Warner 
proposal to cap CO

2
 emissions (S.2192) 

would be less than a penny per kilowatt- 
hour. Failing to cap CO

2
 emissions, the 

same group asserted, would cost the 
world economy up to 11 percent of the 
world’s gross domestic product (GDP), 
which is a very, very large amount of 
dough.

• The Congressional Budget Offi ce 
estimates the cost of reducing carbon 
dioxide at $1,300,000,000,000 between 
2009 and 2018.

• Partners for Affordable Energy 
recently estimated a region-only CO

2
 cap 

and trade would raise residential rates by 
17 percent and industrial rates by 33 per-
cent. This would cost 20,000 Minnesota 
jobs within six years.

• Great River Energy estimates a 
CO

2
 cap would cost $40 per metric ton, 

which would equal $560,000,000. This 
is 65 percent of its annual $870,000,000 
revenues.

• Economist Dr. Anne Smith said that 

by 2030, when there are no more “free” 
carbon allowances, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative (a generation and transmis-
sion utility serving nine states) will be hit 
with a $60 per ton tax on CO

2
 emissions 

(more than $1,000,000,000), effectively 
tripling wholesale electric rates.

Asserting that the cost of reducing 
CO

2
 could be a spendy number, the Wash-

ington Post said this about the Lieber-
man-Warner bill:

“Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), a 
cosponsor of the bill, has called it ‘the 
world’s most far-reaching program to 
fi ght global warming.’ It is indeed policy 
on a grand scale. It would slow American 
economic growth by trillions of dollars 
over the next half-century. But in terms of 
temperature, the result will be negligible 
if China and India don’t also commit to 
reducing their emissions, and it will be 
only slightly more signifi cant if they do. 
By itself, Lieberman-Warner would post-
pone the temperature increase projected 
for 2050 by about two years.”

The cost of addressing climate change 
is a bit more important than, say, debating 
which movie is worse: The Sisterhood 
of the Traveling Pants or The Sisterhood 
of the Traveling Pants 2. The specter of 
climate change legislation passed by the 
Minnesota Legislature requires utilities 
to reduce CO

2
 emissions by 15 percent 

by 2015, with an overreaching goal of 80 
percent by 2050 (based on 2005 emis-
sions baselines).

Here’s what that means for electric 
generation and transmission co-op Great 
River Energy:

By 2020, Great River Energy esti-
mates it will increase generation by 70 
percent with only a 20 percent increase 
in CO

2
 emissions. That is a phenomenal 

accomplishment, except for the fact that 
the production of CO

2
 needs to be below 

2005 standards. How are we going to do 
this?

Still, the presidential campaign pep-

pered the public with projections of fi ve 
million new “green jobs.” The New York 
Times, however, observed: “wind power 
is not yet a panacea for the country’s 
manufacturing sector. Job gains from 
wind power are modest compared with 
the huge losses from traditional indus-
tries.”

The Minnesota Rural Electric Associ-
ation (MREA) rests its case on affordabil-
ity. That’s why, under the leadership of 
MREA District 7 director Fran Bator, we 
are engaging in an extensive grass-roots 
campaign. Should a serious effort arise to 
impose CO

2
 emission reduction standards 

state or region-wide, we want to ask Min-
nesota legislators these questions:

• Capacity  Experts say that our nation’s 
growing electricity needs will soon go well 
beyond what renewable, conservation and 
effi ciency can provide. What is your plan to 
make sure we have the electricity we’ll need 
in the future?

• Technology  Our state faces a crisis as 
electricity use increases faster than avail-
able supply. (130-08-006-06 Lloyd Hanson) 
I believe that by unleashing American inge-
nuity we can solve this problem. What are 
you doing to fully fund the research required 
to make emissions-free electric plants an 
affordable reality?

• Affordability  Balancing electricity needs 
and environmental goals will be diffi cult. 
How much is all this going to increase my 
electric bill and what will you do to make it 
affordable?

• Jobs  How will you keep existing jobs and 
attract new businesses to Minnesota if our 
electric rates are higher than those in neigh-
boring states?

Help us ask these questions of your 
state legislators. You can start by visiting 
www.OurEnergyMNcoop. It’s cheap 
fi re insurance by comparison.

The Cost 
of Carbon By Mark Glaess

MREA Manager
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When Thomas Edison sparked light from a bit 
of carbonized sewing thread in 1879, could he 
have imagined that 130 years later the same 
technology would still be keeping the world out 
of the dark?

By any measure, Edison’s incandescent 
light bulbs have had a good run. But, as of 2012 
this time-tested technology will be phased out 
in the U.S., in favor of a more effi cient genera-
tion of light bulbs.

As a result, store shelves increasingly will 
be lined with more energy-effi cient alterna-
tives, the bulk of which will be compact fl uo-
rescent light bulbs (CFLs). You have probably 
seen these corkscrew-shaped bulbs by now, and 
may have even outfi tted your home with them. 
But, what makes them so energy effi cient?

CFLs are made of two components: a gas-
fi lled tube (the “swirly” part) and electronic 
ballast (the plastic base). Light gets produced 
when mercury molecules, contained in argon or 
neon gas in the bulb, are excited by an elec-
tric current. These molecules then react with 
a phosphor coating on the inside of the tube, 
which creates light. (673-25-023-04  Robert 
Houska) Bulbs with a white coating produce 
white light; bulbs with a red coating produce 
red light, and so on. 

Incandescent bulbs, on the other hand, 
produce light by running a current through a 
tightly coiled metal fi lament, typically tung-
sten. Atoms in the fi lament produce light when 
heated to around 4,000 degrees Fahrenheit. As 
a result, about 90 percent of the power con-
sumed by a typical incandescent light bulb is 

emitted as heat, as everyone who has changed 
a hot bulb knows well. CFLs, in comparison, 
produce 75 percent less heat.

Benefi ts of CFLs go beyond cooler bulbs. 
A 75-watt incandescent light bulb will burn 
out after about 40 days of continuous use, 
whereas a CFL can keep going for a full year. 
CFLs require one-third less energy than in-
candescent bulbs, which saves roughly $30 in 
energy costs over the bulb’s lifetime, accord-
ing to ENERGY STAR.

As CFL technology advances, new bulb 
and light quality options will expand its use 
to a wider range of applications. Installation 
guidelines should be followed correctly.

For example, not all CFLs perform well 
on dimmable switches and three-way fi xtures, 
so be sure to check the package to see if the 
bulb’s ballast design matches your needs. 
You’ll also get more value if you leave CFLs 
on for 15 minutes or longer, switching them on 
and off will shorten their life span.

Exterior lighting offers a great place to 
use CFLs, but when living in a cold climate 
area, look for specially designed cold-weather 
versions. Standard CFLs may not work well 
below 40 degrees.

To learn about the latest way you can use 
CFLs to make your home more energy ef-
fi cient, visit www.energystar.gov.

Sources: Energy Star, General Electric Company 
and U.S. Department of Energy. Scott Gates writes 
on consumer and cooperative affairs for the Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

Staff Report
This past winter, 
our crews fi nished 
changing out 
rejected poles in 
the Big Falls and 
Margie area of 
our system. Most 
of the rejected 
poles were dam-
aged by ants, and 

some were in very bad shape along the 
state snowmobile trail. In most cases, 
our crews upgraded to a taller pole 
during our changeout work. Later this 
summer, we will have our poles tested 
in the Warroad area. It is a good pro-
gram for service reliability and safety.

Crews have most of our AMR me-
ters reading properly; bad connections, 

tree limbs, bad neutrals, consumer 
wiring, transformer problems, and even 
outages on seasonal accounts were all 
found and corrected this past winter 
and spring. Also, because the AMR is 
new to us, our crews have learned a 
lot on the troubleshooting end of this 
system. 

With road restrictions now on in 
our area, crews have started working 
on our annual line inspections. You 
will notice them going in and out of 
driveways, checking our system up to 
our transformers and meter loops. After 
the bad storms we had last summer, it 
is good to go over the power lines and 
right of ways to check for potential 
hazards and outages. We have a lot of 
power lines on both ends of our system 

The ins and outs 
of compact
fluorescent
light bulbs

that travel cross-country through the 
woods that may only get looked at dur-
ing annual line inspections. If we have 
an outage on these lines, it may be dark 
when crews are restoring the power. 

Already we have had people call 
in requesting new services and service 
upgrades for this summer. Now is a 
good time to start planning for this 
work and to get an estimate of all the 
costs involved. Just as we need to get a 
Gopher State One Call work ticket for 
our service work that involves digging, 
you will also need to call Gopher State 
One Call (800-252-1166) to cover any 
digging you do on your projects this 
year. This protects the utilities and 
the members from any possible injury 
and/or costly repairs.

Allan Baumgartner
Littlefork District 

Operations Supervisor
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W hether planting trees to celebrate National 
Arbor Day, provide a windbreak, reduce 
carbon in the environment or to beautify your 

landscape, Safe Electricity reminds everyone of 
the importance of planting tall-grow-
ing trees safely away from power lines. 
Seek help in choosing and placing trees 
and bushes that provide shade, color and 
screening that won’t grow to interfere 
with the electric supply.

Trees that grow too close to electric 
lines can create shock and fi re hazards 
as well as power outages. As part of the 
“Teach Learn Care TLC” campaign, 
parents and caregivers are urged to 
teach children to never climb trees near 
power lines. The program also warns to 
never trim trees that are close to power 
lines – leave that to the professionals.

“Trees provide many aesthetic, 
environmental and economic benefi ts, 
including energy-effi cient shade and 
cooling during hot summer months, 
or natural windbreaks against winter 
winds,” says Molly Hall, Safe Electric-
ity Executive Director. “But everyone 
needs to be aware of the dangers and 
risks created when trees grow into 
power lines, and the importance of call-
ing the utility or utility locator service 
before beginning any landscaping 
project.” 

“Landowners also need to under-
stand utility line clearance practices 
and why they’re important to safe and 
reliable electric service,” adds Hall. 

Take the time to research tree selec-
tions by consulting your local arborist, 

tree nursery or utility, experts who can provide 
assistance in designing a beautiful, shade-fi lled 
yard with trees appropriate for each area of the 
landscape.

In addition, trees help combat the effects of 
pollution by absorbing carbon dioxide (CO

2
). 

When trees grow, they take energy from the sun 

and combine it with carbon from the air to photo-
synthesize. They remove carbon from the air and 
sequester or store it in their biomass, or the wood, 
and in the ground. This makes trees a natural 
“carbon sink” or, a living source of carbon reduc-
tion. Some trees are better suited for this task than 
others and, according to the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE), tree species that grow quickly and 
live long are ideal carbon sinks.

Choosing the right tree for the right place is 
crucial, especially when it comes to power lines. 
Trees and wood in general, conduct electricity 
and can create a safety hazard if grown close to 
electric lines. (674-07-007-10  John Maish) Power 
outages or momentary interruptions can occur 
when branches come into contact with overhead 
lines. Electrical arcing and sparking from a wire to 
a nearby branch also can cause fi res. But a greater 
concern is the safety risk when children climb 
trees near power lines. Accidental contact of elec-
tric wires with a tree limb or playing and trimming 
around the tree can be fatal.

If you have trees that appear to be growing into 
power lines, contact your electric utility. Never 
try to prune them yourself. Utilities have or can 
recommend skilled professionals trained to safely 
prune and trim trees for electric line clearance.

There are many beautiful varieties of trees, 
low-growing trees and shrubs that provide color, 
screening and shade, and enhance the quality of 
life in our communities and environment,” says 
Hall. “Consider the types of trees that co-ex-
ist well with power lines and the environment to 
avoid the need for trimming for line clearance.” 

Safe Electricity is a program of the Energy 
Education Council, a non-profi t educational orga-
nization dedicated to promoting energy effi ciency 
and safe use of electricity. Energy Ed and its Safe 
Electricity program offer information year-round 
to help consumers conserve electricity and reduce 
the risk of electrical accidents. For more informa-
tion and tips to help cut energy costs and improve 
home safety, visit the Web sites www.EnergyEd-
Council.org and www.SafeElectricity.org.

To avoid future electrical 
hazards, safe planting tips 
to remember include:
• Consider mature height of trees. 

Never plant a tree that could grow 
to 25 feet or more near a power 
line. Tall growing trees should 
be planted a minimum of 20 feet 
away from power lines, and 50 
feet away to avoid future pruning. 
A mature height of less than 15 
feet is recommended for trees 
planted near power lines.

• Do not plant near underground 
utility services. Tree roots can 
grow to interfere with underground 
pipes, cables and wires. Future re-
pairs to these facilities also could 
damage the health and beauty of 
nearby plants and trees.

• Keep areas around electric 
meters, transformers or other 
electrical equipment free of any 
vegetation that could limit utility 
service access.

• Before digging, call the local 
underground utility locator service 
to mark location of underground 
utilities so that accidental contact, 
damage and injuries can be 
avoided.

Choose the right trees for energy 
effi ciency, electrical safety, 
reliability and environmental 
benefi ts when landscaping
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Lake of the Woods County
Community Services

P.O. Box G-0200
Baudette, MN 56623

634-2642 

Northwest Community
Action Council

P.O. Box 67
Badger, MN 56714-0067

800-568-5329

Koochiching County
Community Services 

1000 5th St.
International Falls, MN 56649

283-7000

Kootasca Community 
Action, Inc.

2232 2nd Ave. E.
P.O. Box 44

International Falls, MN 56649
283-9491 or 800-559-9491

Kootasca Community 
Action, Inc.

1213 SE 2nd Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-3984

800-422-0312

Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity Agency

702 3rd Ave. S.
Virginia, MN 55792-2797

800-662-5711

If you are receiving a low income or 
suffering from a temporary fi nancial 
shortfall, the following agencies may 
be able to assist you with your electric 
bill. We urge you to contact them 
immediately to avoid disconnection if 
you feel you are eligible for aid.

Problems paying 
your electric bill?
Energy assistance may be available!

Senator Amy Klobuchar
302 Hart Senate Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
www.klobuchar.senate.gov 
202-224-3244 
1-888-224-9043 (Minnesota offi ce)
Fax: 202-228-2186 
Congressman James Oberstar
2365 Rayburn House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
www.jamesoberstar.house.gov
202-225-6211 
Fax: 202-225-0699
Congressman Collin Peterson
2211 Rayburn House Offi ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
www.collinpeterson.house.gov
202-225-2165 
Fax: 202-225-1593

Senator Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 226
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-8881
sen.tom.bakk@senate.mn
Senator Tom Saxhaug
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 124
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-4136
sen.tom.saxhaug@senate.mn
Senator LeRoy Stumpf
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol Building, Room 208
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
651-296-8660
sen.leroy.stumpf@senate.mn
Representative Tom Anzelc 
417 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-4936 
rep.tom.anzelc@house.mn

NORTH STAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE POLITICAL LEADERS
State of Minnesota legislatorsFederal legislators

Representative David Dill 
571 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190 
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Representative Dave Olin
593 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-9635 
rep.dave.olin@house.mn
Representative Tom Rukavina 
477 State Offi ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-0170 
888-682-3205
rep.tom.rukavina@house.mn

The economy. 
Saving energy. 
Climate change.

These are issues everyone is talking about. When 
it comes to � nding solutions, we must keep costs 
down and electricity available. America needs a 
plan. Immediately.

Now is the time to have a candid conversation with 
your elected o�  cials. Start the conversation today 
at www.ourenergy.coop.

Get involved
in the energy 
debate.

I would like North Star Electric to e-mail my elected 
offi cials and ask them these questions:

? What is your plan to make sure we have the electricity 
we’ll need in the future?
What are you doing to fully fund the research required 
to make emissions-free electric plants an affordable 
reality?
Balancing electricity needs and environmental goals will 
be diffi cult. How much is all this going to increase my 
electric bill and what will you do to make it affordable?
How will you keep existing jobs and attract new 
businesses to Minnesota if our electric rates are higher 
than neighboring states?

?

?

Name  ________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  __________________________________________________

Account number  ________________________________________________

?
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The Lignite Energy Council’s Teacher 
Seminar gets a “face-lift” in 2009. This 
summer, the “2009 Lignite Education 
Seminar: Energy, Economics and Envi-
ronment,” adds an additional day to the 
agenda and offers two semester graduate 
credits. 

Educators from the four-state region 
(North and South Dakota, Minnesota and 
Montana) are encouraged 
to register early for the 
seminar that will be held 
June 15-18 at Bismarck 
State College. Expanding 
to a four-day seminar will 
provide more time for ad-
ditional topics. Econom-
ics of the industry, the 
need for more workers, 
energy conservation and transmission are 
all topics that are becoming more impor-
tant to North Dakota and the surrounding 
region.

Attendees will tour a lignite mine, 
a power plant fueled by lignite and the 
Great Plains Synfuels Plant. In addition, 
teachers will tour the visitor’s center 
at Fort Mandan, near Washburn, N.D., 
where the Lewis & Clark Expedition 
spent its fi rst winter. The visitor’s center 
was constructed with the use of coal 
combustion byproducts.

Minnkota Power Cooperative is spon-
soring 10 teachers from its Minnesota 
service area by paying the full teacher 
registration fee of $60, plus round-trip 
mileage to the seminar in Bismarck. 
Rooms are provided at Bismarck State 
College at no charge. 

Lignite Energy Council
revamps teacher seminar

“2009 Lignite Education 
Seminar: Energy, Economics 

& Environment”

June 15-18
Bismarck State College

Bismarck, N.D. 

Teachers who attend the seminar and 
complete the seminar requirements can 
choose from three North Dakota universi-
ties to receive their two semester graduate 
credits: economics through the University 
of North Dakota, science through Minot 
State University or education through 
North Dakota State University. 

Teachers from all grade levels are 
encouraged to apply to 
the program but earth 
science, social studies 
and energy education 
teachers will be given 
top consideration. Past 
attendees are welcome 
and encouraged to at-
tend and will be able to 
receive the two gradu-

ate credits as well.
Application materials will be mailed 

to teachers and schools throughout 
the region. All applications should be 
submitted by April 30. For more detailed 
information, please visit www.lignite.
com/teachers or www.minnkota.com.

The Lignite Energy Council is a 
trade association that represents more 
than 300 companies that are involved in 
the region’s energy industry. Each year, 
about 30 million tons of lignite are pro-
duced in North Dakota and converted to 
electricity, synthetic natural gas, fertilizer 
and other products. The industry supports 
about 25,000 employees in North Dakota 
and is responsible for about $2.8 billion 
in economic activity in the state. 

MEMBER 
APPRECIATION 

DAY
On Thursday, May 14, please join us 
at the Littlefork offi ce from 11 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. and on Friday, May 15, at 
the Baudette offi ce from 11 a.m. until 
3 p.m. There will be refreshments 
with brats, chips, popcorn and cotton 
candy. Register for prizes as there 
will be drawings for both adults and 
children. Pick up balloons for the 
kids and watch an electrical safety 
demonstration.

Attention:
Parents of high 
school seniors

Are you aware of North Star Electric’s 
Knowledge Scholarships? To qualify, 
the parent/guardian must be a member 
of North Star Electric, and your child 
must take a test about your cooperative 
that provides electricity to your home. 
North Star Electric will be awarding 
fi ve scholarships, one $1,000 and four 
$400, plus a chance to win one of eight 
$50 cash awards for scoring more than 
50 percent on the test. Most of the test 
answers will be in the study material 
that North Star provides. A couple 
hours of study time could pay off with 
a $1,000 scholarship. Last year only 
36 students took the test. The informa-
tion meeting and test will be given in 
mid-April. For more information about 
the scholarships, please call Wayne at 
North Star Electric or check with the 
guidance counselor at your school.


